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Escapees cells in B Block



Photograph of the aperture made by the removal of
the vent leading from the rear of Cell 152B into the
utility service area.  This opening could be virtually
concealed by dropping the prison-issued bathrobe
across the hole.





Replicas of ventilator grills placed in openings in
cells through which Subjects exited to utility area
between Cellblocks B and A.  Replica on the left
is the actual size of the metal grill originally in the 
wall.  It was reproduced, as were all the rest, from
artist’s drawing board, which was faced with a linen-
type substance.  This material is available to all
inmates for art painting purposes.



Cell of Clarence Anglin’s toilet facility.  There is
the discarded “grate” in front of the toilet the night
of the escape.



Dummy head of Frank Lee Morris.  Head made of
cement and real hair used in eyelashes, eyebrows
and head covering.  Nose was broke when head was
rolled off bed from guard reaching in and pushing
it.



Reverse of dummy head found in 
cell of Clarence Anglin. 



Close-up profile of dummy head referred to 
by Allen West as “oink”.  This was the first 
head made and it was funny looking and 
small that it was called “oink”.



The mat and swatches are human hair that was
found under Clarence Anglin’s bed.



Periscope photographed flat on a table with
hole at the left.



Tool and equipment made from readily available
objects by the Subjects.  Spoon handles were
sharpened to use in penetrating cell walls.Motor was
removed from vacuum cleaner and used as a drill.
Shafts and sleeves may been used as means of 
applying pressure in spreading bars.



“Workroom” suspects used.  Material at lower right
believed to have been used in making the raft.  On
chair are some brass bolts, nuts and washers found
in the paddle.



This is “yoke type” or “Mae West” life preserver
made to assist escape.  Material used was made
from raincoat material.  Note inflating type, which
is a plastic tube, obtained from the usual type squirt
bottle.  Air was maintained by folding over the flap
held in place by clamps, which are securely tied to 
prevent loss in the water.



Rear view of paddle found on the shore of Angel
Island.



Ventilator opening on the roof .  The bent rod is on
the eastern side of the hole.  They bent these to 
squeeze through.



Photograph of ventilator on roof over Cellblock B.
Photo taken looking south and shows in immediate
foreground heavy iron grate which normally fits
inside of funnel-shaped galvanized metal cone
appearing immediately above grate.  The object to
the rear behind the opening is the ventilator top,
which was removed to permit the Subjects to escape.



This is a photograph of an imprint of what appears
to be the left foot.  This print is headed in a north-
westerly direction.  The imprint appears to be that
of the sole of a tennis shoe and is one of a number
of fragmentary such prints visible on the roof
indicating the direction of travel.



Photograph taken showing general roof area looking
in a southerly direction from the bake over stack
toward the Coast Guard lighthouse.  The change in
the roof elevation from Cell Block A, B and C, etc.,
may be observed with catwalks running on both sides
of the picture.  A paddle was found under the catwalk
in approximate location indicated by the individuals
seen in the photograph left center.



Pipe escapees shimmied down from roof of
Alcatraz.



This shows the outside lighting.  The dogs led
us down to the water on the right hand side
of picture.  It is the area believed to have been
used by the Subjects in reaching the water.



Rear view of the type of raincoat used by the
Subjects in fashioning life preservers and rafts.



Another view of the discarded raft.
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Norwegian Vessel
SS Norefjell

After this vessel left for an extended freighter run
advised the coast guard on August 8 that they had left
on a trip July 17 that some 20 miles NW of the Golden
Gate Bridge, they spotted a body floating next to this
vessel when they were proceeding to Canada and New
Zealand.  They didn’t stop to report same because they
didn’t have a U.S. radio channel capability.  They made
note in the ship logbook and was not mentioned until
they returned on August 18.  Using binoculars, they
observed a body floating face downward, with hands
and feet dangling down into the water.  He could see the
rump of the body clearly and the body was fully clothed
in dirty white full-length trousers.  This was witnessed
by another sailor on watch.  When they returned, he
happened to mention this to a San Francisco Bar Pilot.

Portions of trousers similar to that worn by the
escapees were shown to them.  They stated they were
aware the blue-white type prison garment bleaches in
salt water and sun and could become almost white.  The
body they saw floating appeared to have been prison
trousers.

Coroner for San Francisco City and County advised that
it was probable that the body could have been one of
the escapees.  We checked the suicides around that
time and none of the suicides wore these types of
trousers.



Suicides

 During 2 years prior to the escape police and coast guard
advised 35 definite suicides were listed as jumping from the
Golden Gate Bridge.

 5 bodies hit the rocks or ground underneath the extreme ends
of the bridge and bodies were recovered.

 Of the other 30, 17 bodies were recovered and 13 bodies have
not been recovered

 Records also listed 12 probable suicides, without recovery

 Total of 42 and only 17 bodies recovered

 Investigation is only made if there was 3 or 4 witness to the
jumping.

 1 witness classifies a probable suicide

 When a jump has been witnessed a marker is thrown near the
spot where the individual entered the water.

 When the escapees entered the water, it would have been at
the beginning of an outgoing tide, which offers the distinct
possibility that they could have been taken out to sea in a short
period of time, and could have well been facilitated by the
additional buoyancy of the preservers.

End of Alcatraz presentation


