
© Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI, Inc. 2006

 Case History Memoir Donated by 
Former Special Agent of the FBI

Kenneth Arnold (1959-1982) 
in 2006

The FBI Oral History Project 
An initiative sponsored by  

The Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI 
and the Former Agents of the FBI Foundation 

www.socxfbi.org 



FBI CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION OF VIOLENT CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND 

MEMBERS OF THE NATION OF ISLAM 

Shortly after 12:00am on April 28, 1962, Los Angeles Police Department officers Stanley Kensic and 
Frank Tomlinson stopped their patrol car to investigate two men who were standing at the open trunk of a
vehicle parked at 571 Street and S. Broadway. Kensic said they observed what they thought were items of 
clothing, and suspected a possible burglary. While questioning the men, one of them started a fight with 
the officers. Simultaneously, a number of men ran from the Nation oflslam, Mohammed's Mosque No. 
27, located at 5606 S. Broadway, and joined the fight. In the ensuing fight Kensic lost his weapon and 
someone shot Tomlinson in the left upper arm with it. The bullet traveled down his arm and shattered his 
left elbow. Officers Richard Anderson and D. L. Weese arrived on the scene and tried to stop a man 
running from the scene of the fight back to the Mosque. Both were overpowered and Anderson was struck 
with a heavy water bottle. 

Officer Tomlinson was able to reach his patrol car radio and summon help. Patrol units from three 
nearby LAPD divisions, as well as LAPD Headquarters Robbery and Metro details responded to the scene. 
Numerous shots were fired by the officers, some in response to those fired by a man exiting the Mosque 
with a rifle. During the confrontation, 75 police officers responded to the scene. When order was restored, 
one Nation of Islam member was dead, and five others were wounded and taken to a hospital. Officer 
Kensic's wound would lead to his disability retirement. He also suffered a possible skull fracture, as did 
officer Anderson. The LAPD detained 26 persons who were taken to the University Station for 
questioning. Sixteen persons were arrested by the LAPD and charged with assault with intent to commit 
great bodily harm. 

When the incident was finally brought under control a crowd �fnearly 200 persons had gathered. 

In the aftermath of the incident the Los Angeles County District Attorney said a grand jury would be 
asked to investigate the matter because the riot was of great public concern. Several police officials opined, 
unofficially, that the confrontation was set up to cause friction between the black community and the 
LAPD. Chief of Police William Parker testified before the grand jury, and recommended a full 
investigation. 

The extensive news coverage of the incident resulted in the US Department of Justice ordering an FBI 
Civil Rights investigation of the matter. Civil Rights cases in the Los Angeles Office were handled by 
Criminal Squad 7. This squad, generally known as the "Major Case" squad, handled Kidnap (7), Extortion 
(9), Civil Rights (44), Escaped Federal Prisoner/Parole Violator fugitives (76), Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution fugitives (88), and Bank Robbery (91) matters. The supervisor at the time was Odd T. "Jake" 
Jacobsen, later to be SAC, Albany, and Assistant Director, Inspection Division, FBIHQ - deceased - 1985. 

The agents assigned to Squad 7 in 1963 were as follows: 

Fugitive Matters: 

John D. "Dave" Carroll, catcher on the FBIHQ baseball team in the 1950s -deceased - 1989 
John F. "Jack" Grube, former police officer (possibly Berkeley, CA) - unknown, not a Society member 
Paul Luther, a senior agent in the LA office with extensive criminal investigative experience -

Deceased 
Jerome W. "Jeb" Wright, a FBI National Academy graduate and one of the Bureau's "quick draw" 

artists - deceased - 1984 

Bank Robbery Matters: 

C. Kenneth Arnold, later SAC, Anchorage
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