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Today is March 302004, and | am Stanley A. Pimentel. I'm at
the home of Richard H. Ash to interview him about his career in
the FBI.

Dick has reviewed the Oral History Heritage Project copyright
release and background form and he and | have both signed it and
dated it for March 30, 2004.

Dick, if | could, | would like you to start out by maybe your early
childhood, where you were born and raised, where you went to
school, and then we’ll progress from there.

| was born in Downingtown, Pennsylvania, and remained there
through my high school years. | went to Bucknell University in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, where | entered into an Engineering
Degree curriculum.

Then World War Il came along and interrupted my studies there.
Then | went through several years of World War I, including the
Battle of the Bulge as an Infantryman. After the war, | reentered
Bucknell and graduated there in 1948.

In the meantime, in my senior year, | married Mary Nell Walraven
and proceeded to look for a job when | graduated and ultimately
entered the FBI.

How did you enter the FBI, did you answer some sort of
announcement or was publicity or recruiting program or?

While | was still in the University, an FBI Agent appeared on
campus as a recruiter, so to speak. As a result of his being there, |
then submitted an application and went through the process.

Okay. And then the rest is history | guess.

That's about right.
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You want to go into all that. You welmtdugh the old Academy?
Went through the old Academy.
And this was which month?

| think we’re talking about February of 1948ly memory is a
little vague, 1 don’t remember any more whethenvent thirteen
weeks, fifteen weeks, or more, but whatever it wtasas at the
old Academy.

| can recall that they were building a pistol rargg that time and
part of the New Agent training was digging and simg in an
effort to build the range.

But after completing training school, my firstio# was in San
Francisco. My first supervisor was a man by theeaf Bill
Simon, who became rather notorious in the FBI.wids the
supervisor of the applicant squad. His relief suiger was Elmer
Lindburg, who also became an SAC later in his garee

| was there a very short period of time. The whohe | was
there, | worked applicant cases and | was theng anbut six
months.

And then over the Labor Day weekend of 1948, | tvassferred
to the Seattle Division. | remained in the divisibere at
headquarters, for a very short period of time.

They posted an advertisement on the bulletin baatde Seattle
Office indicating that they needed Agents in thelfRind Resident
Agency, Richland, Washington, and one of the inchargs was
that there was housing available there, for rerd,\gery
reasonable price.

Richland, Washington, was the home of the Atormergy
facility, where they were at that time buildinglarg to enrich
plutonium for the bombs. So | took that opportyrind went to
Richland, where | remained in the Richland RA fooat three
years, as | recall.
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When | first went to Richland, the town wascempany town.
General Electric was the prime contractor for theqmium
facility under AEC (Atomic Energy Commission). Theusing
was all government housing and we were providet aiduplex.
My recollection is that | was paying $35 a montimjet included
utilities.

Yes. And when | first went to Richland, there /85 Agents in
that Resident Agency. The Senior Resident Agesstavaan by
the name of George Treadwell, who was a nativeeafr@a.
Discipline there was not very tight. The singleefits lived in a
barracks kind of facility there, which was providegl AEC and a
number of very interesting parties were held indfaenings in that
barracks. Somebody, somewhere decided that therledea little
more clout in that Resident Agency so they trameten Joseph
Casper as the Senior Resident Agent and gave [eirtitln of
Assistant Special Agent in Charge.

He came out of someplace at Bureau Headquartérsy
transferred him directly out there. He ran a ratlght ship there.

Also in the interim, we were doing applicant intigations on
everybody that worked there. Didn’'t matter whettery were
plumbers, whether they were maintenance men, whttag were
custodians, whatever, they ran security clearantes. FBIl was
charged with doing this background. And that’'snal did in those
days just about, except for maybe one or two Agemhis were
working criminal kind of stuff, nothing significant

Somebody changed the policy along the way whereverddn’t

do investigations on everybody but only on thaa@ltemployees.
So, along with Casper’s tightening the ship andctienge in the
policies, the numerical numbers of Agents in thesiBent Agency
were reduced, while | was there for the three ydeos 35 down
to about 5. 1 left there in 1951.

During that period of time in the Bureau, theresvaaendency
because of cost, that in transferring Agents, gaeegot, say on
the West Coast, you were pretty much up and doeWhst
Coast. And I, being an East Coaster, and my wie from
Indiana, we were spending all our money coming leaeky year
to visit relatives. So | resigned from the FBMfashington.
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In 19517

Yeah, and took a job in Lancaster, Pennsy&jamhere | went to
work as a so-called Engineer for the Raub Suppiynamy.
Which was a plumbing and heating supply compariyer& are no
businesses like that anymore. They were the whldesand
interfaced between manufacturers and the plumbelsppliance
dealers. It was a family-owned organization.

| wasn’t really all that satisfied there, and witla matter of
probably eight months, | made application to comekiinto the
FBI. That process was interesting because, bytithat Joe
Casper, who had been the ASAC in Richland whesigned, was
by that time assigned to FBI Headquarters, asdlre&o was Joe
Ponder, who had succeeded Casper as being SemioileReAgent
in Richland, who | knew, and they were both at Hpsuiters.

| contacted Casper and indicated | wanted to coaok in, and
I’'m sure that on the basis of his initiating soroet ®f paperwork
at the FBI Headquarters, | was invited back. 16811@%hen | came
back, or early 1952, | was assigned to the New Yaifice, and.

Did you have to go through Agents tragragain?
No, the only thing they made me do was gmisdrvice.
Okay.

For two weeks, which was not immediate. |iugnthere and
started to work, and then they sent me to an ims®class. | was
assigned to one of the security squads. The ssuaetvisor was a
man by the name of Warren Marchesault.

The Bureau at that time was heavily involved westigating the
Communist Party, the Communist Front organizatians,
Communist satellite organizations. There wereraler of
different security squads.
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Smith Act subjects. These were the leadership@fdommunist
Party, who were in the process of being indictedl tailed under
what was known as the Smith Act. SubsequentlyStnéh Act
was ruled as being unconstitutional. These people never
convicted under any other law. Anyway, we han@euth Act
subjects and also we handled Communist Front azgtans.

The main one that was assigned to me was the Aare8lav
Congress, which was a huge membership organizaiosely
affiliated with the Communist Party. The whole éimhwas there, |
was involved with that kind of activity.

Then in 1954, | was transferred to Kansas City, thiere again, |

came upon Bill Simon, who had been my first supgvi He was
the Special Agent in Charge there at the time | tneassferred to

Kansas City.

I had correspondence with him when | was undersfex and
indicated what | had been doing in New York, andhad
indicated that maybe we’ll be able to use you @usty matters,
but we don’t have many of those here in Kansas. Gty anyway,
initially | started working security cases, andwes right, there
was hardly anything there.

Shortly thereafter | started working some crimicases and
somehow or other, | became the Bank Robbery Coatalirin
Kansas City. Kansas City covers all of the wespam of
Missouri and all of Kansas. And in the rural ardssth in
Missouri and Kansas at that time, there were latgabers of
bank burglaries. These little banks at that tirnis,almost
inconceivable today, but they would be out in thddie of
nowhere and some of them would be just one roonhilznsafes
would be stand-up, big iron safes. You know, thas the vault.

Well | can remember one of these gangs had somefsatruck,
that they would break in at night, into the frohtleese banks and
pull the safe out and haul it off into the boorsesnewhere and
then work on it and get the money and other vaksblt.
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One interesting case we had there. The OzgdrCrime groups
were very active in Kansas City. And they had aafficial
understanding with the Kansas City Police Departiitbat the
Kansas City Police Department would overlook tigaimbling
activity as long as the mob would not commit artyeotkinds of
crimes within Kansas City.

And on one occasion, in one of these rural bamglacy
situations, the robbers went in and they blew #naklup, when
they went in, and by the time we got there, the slajposit boxes
had all been -

Rifled.

Rifled, and stuff was all over the floor. e FBI Agents, as they
are trained to do, were sifting through all thaffst In one of
these, they found a torn envelope, there in thelepe was a half
of a hundred dollar bill. They did not find thénet half.

So | hadn’t been involved in the details of tlmgastigation, but
when this hundred dollar bill came back into then&as City
Headquarters Office, we decided to take the nuroti¢he bill
and go over to the Federal Reserve Bank, whichalgasin
Kansas City, and talk to them about what they colold

| thought this was a lost cause. We go in thace@ve this man a
number and say look for this number. Anyway, wettiat, and |
did it personally. | no sooner got back to theaaffiwhen | got a
call from the Federal Reserve Bank, and they sanda just came
in with the other half of this hundred dollar bilHe said he was a
messenger for somebody at the Gaetano’s Restadm, on the
east side, which was the mob part of town.

So another Agent and | go trooping down therdéoréstaurant,
and the runner comes in there. We say who sentayalihe gives
us a name. So we go to see that man. He gave ustikely
story that he got this by sitting next to somebatlthe bar, and he
gave him $20 for this half of a hundred dollar.bile decided he
could cash it in. Well who was the man at the fpau, know, |
don’t know, this kind of thing.
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Anyway, we proceeded with that. It turns thait the man that we
had been interviewing was one of the dealers at wha known in
Kansas City as the Downtown Bridge Club. Now nobeder
played bridge in the Downtown Bridge Club. It whe mob’s
gambling facility in Kansas City. So on the basfisalking to him
and realizing who he was, one of the Agents wholiesh
working Organized Crime cases there and | procetmi#te Don,

| guess he was. Look now this is what we have,yadknow, he
told us well | don’t know anything, | don’t know whing. Finally
by putting some pressure on him, as | recall, halliy said, well it
was given to us by Guido, somebody or other, | daarhember
his last name.

And a couple of days later, driving into work witte radio on, we
heard that Guido had been found dead in the tréiakcar, so he
had caused them some heat that was not suppobechtal the
mob executed him. His murder was never solved tlgat was
one incident.

Another interesting thing | did in Kansas Citythsit, there was a
case involving a man by the who hachlzee
Communist Party member somewhere other than ina&a@sy,
who also became a Union official. Laws at thattibarred
Communist Party members from being officials of theon,
under some labor management relations act, whiabaily has
been declared unconstitutional since, | don’t knowle had
attested that he was not a Communist Party memben \ve
became the union official.

But, anyway, he was then living in Missouri, asdall in
Columbia, Missouri. Whoever was the office of omign this case
wanted us to go out and interview this guy. SalaroAgent and
| go out to Columbia, Missouri, and we get in towath him.

He was very forthright. | can remember interviegvhim in the
car. He admitted that he had been a Communisy Reginber, but
at the time that he became a Union official, he dpaitl paying
dues. And so, the conversation was yeah you capaying dues,
but you continue to be affiliated with the Partye shid oh yeah.
In effect, he admitted that he had continued tadia/e in the
Communist Party, but quit paying dues. And weguthis in the
signed statement.
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This was shortly after the Bureau introducddhtrhas become
known as the FD-302, which is the interview regorin, | think is
its official name. Prior to that time, all of theitten material,
whether you were interviewing suspects or witnesgestever
went on a piece of paper that became a part akfart. Defense
attorneys became more intelligent. They were delngrthe
whole file when one of their defendants was undesgcution,
and this caused all kind of problems.

There was a recent article incidentallythe Grapevingwritten by
John Minich, that a Bureau official by the namédafight Dalby
was the one who came up with the FD-302 idea. $othe FD-
302, there was supposed to be a contemporanecusimgpas |
recall, you had to get it into the 302 within thidsgys of the
interview.

This interview occurred shortly afteo we took the
signed statement and also wrote an FD-302. Whsmnt to
trial, and the trial was in Denver, | was callechasitness. It is
my recollection that was probably the first timatthhad been
involved in a Federal trial as a witness, | thidkayway, there was
a continuous delving by his attorney into my reaogdhis
information and demanding the original notes.

The protocol at that time was that you did the,3bat was the
original reporting, and you discarded the notedhidiW |
continually explained on the witness stand, ndh#osatisfaction
of the attorney. One of the newspapers came altiascribed
this dialog between me and the defense attornay asgry kind
of confrontation. | don’t remember it that waylamyway, he
was ultimately convicted, but the significancehattwas the
relationship of the FD-302.

Oh | see.
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Another sort of interesting
incident, which has no historical significance ated while | was
in Kansas City. Some woman called in to the compldesk
saying that one of her neighbors was shootingrplasies. And of
course, the thing was written up on a complaintnfceind some
supervisor assigns this thing to me.

And you know, | look at this and think, this isodimer dream, she’s
listening to thunderclaps and thinks the neighbahiooting. So |
run out there.

She lived across the street from the man thatksiimed was
shooting at the airplane, on a very busy thoroughfaKansas
City. And so | get in there. This woman is in had- forties |
guess, and very reasonable. | said, well how dokymw he’s
shooting at airplanes. And she goes back andiske pp a log.
She says now on a certain date and at a certadn sine hears this
noise and at that same time, she sees an airp&megoes through
this log. You know over a period, as | recall, id@y month, or
even longer maybe.

So then | decide, well | have to do some backgidaamthis man
she is accusing. Well it turns out that he wasamtenance
employee for TransWorld Airlines, which had a bigintenance
shop in the Kansas City area. The Kansas Cityokirat that time
was downtown, right in the middle of town, and ymuld see the
airplanes take off and fly in below the level ot thigh rise
apartments.

You know this man was working for TWA. It doesnibke any
sense. | started interviewing his supervisor aaddilow workers.
They all said he was great, you know they didnitehany problem
with him. | said well the only way to solve thgtb go and
interview him. So | get another Agent and we gadocalled him
up, said we're coming down and talk to you.

And | go in there and the interview went sometHikg. Do you
own a gun? Yes. What kind of gun do you havéave a pistol.
And | said, | suppose you go out and shoot thepattargets or
something in the back yard. No. | said well wéia you shooting
at? Rabbits or squirrels? No, he said, those goddairplanes.
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So there you are. Here’s this man with gopshooting. The next
thought was I'm not ready for this, what do | dov¥o So | said
you shouldn’t be doing that. “Well | can’t starigetnoise,” he
said, “they’re flying too low and all that stuff. “

So | quick run to the United States Attorney’sedf He throws

up his hands. He doesn’t want to prosecute soméngtederal
Court with his pistol shooting at airplanes. Argdl aecall, the
resolution to this thing was he ultimately, asdan was concerned
and as far as the Bureau was concerned, he deginsdcution.
But he found some lawyer who knew this man, wheedito go

to him and get his gun from him. And that seenoeskitisfy
everyone. Very strange.

Strange!

There was another interesting case while liw#&nsas City
which | think has historical significance. Somepedote a series
of letters for a period of time, which were extortiletters, to the
Rock Island Railroad, which at that time went tlglounorthern
Missouri. And in those letters, he would demandniy
recollection now, something like a hundred thous@withrs, or he
was going to bomb the train.

In one of these letters, he demanded that ontaicefate, as the
Rock Island train number so and so was going tHhr@g00 mile
stretch, as | recall, of northern Missouri, somesghadong there,
he would light a fire on the side of the railroadd they were
supposed to throw this bag of money off when thesythat. This
became a big deal.

By that time, Mark Felt, who is widely known inetBI, was the
Special Agent in Charge in Kansas City. At theetitihat this was
going to occur, he decided that we were going tecevery so-
called crossing, whether it was big or little, loistbig stretch of
the railroad with personnel. He enlisted locahauties, railroad
people, FBI Agents, anybody he could find. It wasig deal.
They were given big assignments where they hadnligs on the
wall and all this sort of thing.

10
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My assignment was to go with the ASAC, whthat time was
Herb Hoxie, and go with the railroad people, whd hacar, an
automobile that had train wheels on it. We wenago follow
this train. This was a hell of a ride, | tell yaause that train was
going probably 90 miles an hour. We're trying &k up. Those
cars are not made for those railroad tracks amasta really rough
ride.

| made notes.
That's good. You were the first one ¢atldiat, by the way.

Anyway, that all came to nothing. We nevew séfire, nothing
happened. It did not stop the letters.

As | probably said before, as | recall, there weseries of seven
letters. They were all mailed from some little toim Northern
Missouri, and | want to say Liberty, but I'm notrsu

Yeah, that’s right.

We even had a situation where we ran a stal@oall of the malil
depositories in that little town, for a week.

But what'’s interesting about this is that a Residggent in
Manhattan, Kansas, came up with the idea that \gatdo take
these letters to the Menninger Clinic. Now the kieger Clinic
was a psychiatric research kind of clinic, worldowned. Take it
to them and have their psychologists take a lodkege letters and
see if they could come up with some idea as tayghe of person
who might have written them. Which was done.

| happened to have been one of two Agents who toethie
Menninger Clinic at the time they wanted to disdlresresults of
their analysis. It was fascinating. What they Hade at
Menninger, is they had taken the copies of theserteand they
had given them to, | think probably six individyesychologists, to
analyze.

11
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They had not talked to each other until wetbete. They had
prepared, individually, what they thought this nveas. They
were almost unanimous in describing who this pergas, from
the standpoint of race, education, background, eynpént, these
types of things. | don’t think it ever led us arheve. But, what
I’'m saying is, as far as | know, that was the fastasion by the
FBI at any type of profiling.

Profiling.

And | don’t want to imply that that incidertad to the FBI's later
development of profiling, but as far as | knowas the first
attempt.

Right.

And also as far as | know, by the time | kedéinsas City, that case
has never been solved. The letters just stopped.

Right.

Organized Crime in Kansas City was very actiVbae Don there
was a guy by the name of Nick Civella. Nick CiaelNas one of
those who, in, | think it was, | can’t remember whiewas, but it
was probably in the late fifties. He was one afsinthat was
among the group that was at Appalachia, New York.

This solidified the fact that he was a major ptapeOrganized
Crime in the United States. It also awakened the=8u to the fact
that these criminal elements were not individuflelielements but
there was a national linkage of all of them.

The Civella group was also at that time very activLas Vegas
gambling casinos. As a result of the Appalachifairathe
Bureau, as | say, became very interested in timg thFor the first
time, the Bureau really became proactive in attagkind trying to
make cases against Organized Crime. The empHhzaaiged
almost overnight.

Because there was an active group there in Kabisgasl became
the first Kansas City supervisor of the Organizein@ desk. And
that was a position | held at the time | was transid out of there,
which was in 1962.

12
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| was transferred back to FBI Headquartethattime as a
Headquarters Supervisor. My first assignment wathe
Selective Service Desk, which happened to be gasaons
unknown to me, in the Fugitive Section of FBI Heaalders. It
was very active at that time. Nothing excitingekiappened in
there but that’s pretty much what | did.

Prosecuting Selective Service Act violasi?

Yeah, there weren't a lot of prosecutions,thete were some.
And you handled your own liaison with Selective\&e
Headquarters, with General Hershey, who was runiigigthat
time. And we were sending all of our reports ote&ere Service
cases to them, which was highly unusual, but tlees an
agreement that had been made long before | evéhga. So |
just followed suit.

I guess in July of 1964, | was a New Agents Clasanselor for
New Agents Class Number 11 of 1964, consistingdoAgents,
which was very interesting.

And after completing that assignment, | was assigthat was
another interesting thing, these things happefiéatre was a
continual borrowing of Agents from Washington Fialid FBI
Headquarters without assigning them there. Ang tere only
supposed to be at headquarters for 90 days, bohgss their
supervisors could keep them, they kept them, somestiway past
90 days.

One of these Agents, and usually these are Agembs for one
reason or another, were not eligible for advancemesually for
some personal reason. The one I'm going to tatkugthis
problem was that he had to be in Washington, DeCabse he had
a child who was institutionalized there, and he naiseligible for
transfer.

He was a very capable Agent so they kept borrowingfor
assignment at headquarters and then they’d hasen him back
to Washington Field Office, he was like a ping polmg was going
back and forth.

13



Richard H. Ash
March 30, 2004
Page 14

Ash:

Pimentel:

Anyway, when | finished being the Class Colmrsé was
assigned to the Civil Rights section. Alex Ros#rthat time, was
the Assistant Director of the Criminal Division,da€ivil Rights
was in that division. His Deputy was a man byriaee of
Malley, Jim Malley. Jim Malley interviewed me whereported
in, and he said, "Do you really want to be in CRights?” | said,
“Hell no, I don’t.” He said, “I know you've got lhig background
in bank robbery and we need somebody up here iBanh&
Robbery section, wouldn’t you rather be up ther@&?id | said.
“Oh yeah, I'd rather be up there.”

Well | was then told that, too bad Mr. Ash, butiyéransfer notice
said that you were to report to the Civil Right€t®m to replace
Agent so and so, and I’'m not going to give yourtfame. This
was the only way that they were going to get hirnajuhere and
back to Washington Field.

So | had Civil Rights, which was an extremely bpsgssure
ridden problem at the time. | was in a unit thibwat was handling
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which had just beersged. That was
the Public Accommodations Act, which indicated tyat can’t
restrict service for the reason of race, creedyrcol national
origin. Since | left there, sex has been adddtddist.

But you know, the whole South was involved. ThepBrtment of
Justice dispatched lawyers to the South and theg mwaning
around bringing complaints against service statners because
they didn’t have open restrooms and this kind offstAlso on my
desk were some major Civil Rights cases, one otlviias
Miburn, which was the Mississippi burning case &agbomb,
which was the bombing of the Baptist church in Birgham,
where the three little girls were killed.

| was not there at the origin of those casestmit tvere ones that |
picked up at the time. | was ready to get ouhefe.

I’'m sure you were. That was a hot tilmerée.
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So, in due course, in 1967, | was transfetoetie Minneapolis
Division as the Assistant Special Agent in Chavgegre |
remained for four years to 1971. The Special Age€harge
there at that time was Richard Held, whose somaltly also
became a Special Agent and Special Agent in ChaBge | was
working for Richard the elder.

There wasn’t a lot going on in Minneapolis. Thes no
Organized Crime to speak of there. Most of thengral stuff was
pretty routine. There were lots of Crime on IndReservations.

| imagine.

Because Minneapolis covers all of Minnesot @hof North and
all of South Dakota, the territory is vast, peomally don’t
recognize how big that territory is.

I can remember people calling from headquartedssaying, get
somebody to go out to Rapid City and get somethingould say
do you know how far it is from here to Rapid Citf. Well, you
know, it's your territory. And | would say it’s fner from
Minneapolis to Rapid City than it is from Washingtm Chicago.

Right.

No, they’'d say. Well anyway, the biggest pealb we had in
Minneapolis, as | recall, was the New Left kindaeotivity. That
was at the height of the anti-Vietnam era. Andelage lots of
liberal people in Minnesota. And there were Idtflay burnings
and demonstrations, burning draft cards.

| can remember somebody, and it had to be the INgftagroup,
planted a bomb at the downtown Post Office. Wellradk-ins of
the Selective Service facilities, this kind of aitti.

One interesting thing that | got involved in. Bideld, because
the territory was so vast, spent a lot of timelmroad, and one
time when he was gone, | was in the dentist offidée had a
situation where a guy who used to wander around tawe of the
anti-Vietnam people, he used to walk around in anl& Sam
costume.
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He demonstratively burned his draft card, smahebody filed a
complaint against him. A warrant was issued. Areh he
disappeared.

Anyway, | was in the dentist office and | get tbadl from one of
the supervisors in Minneapolis. He said, we'retstg to get all
kind of calls from the press that this person, vehwame I've long
forgotten, is down at the Unitarian church andghess is wanting
to know when we’re going to arrest him. So | sadll I'll be
right there. So | get rid of the dentist, andn nver there.

These are the kind of quandaries that people dmuérstand
about this, what in the hell do you do now.

Right, right.

So | gather a bunch of Agents together. |diethat one Agent
who was familiar with this guy and New Left actieg and |
would go down to that church and we’d get him. g0 in there
unarmed.

Prior to that time, they had had a similar sitotiip in New
England somewhere, where they had had an awfutaatation, |
think shots were fired which resulted in the FBingecastigated in
the press.

And you know the press loves that you're shoofiagple up in
church. 1 said, we’re going to have these otlgenés out there on
the perimeter. If this agent and | don’t get olthere in twenty
minutes, you come in.

We get down there, the television cameras areyedm@re. I'll
never forget it. We go to the back end of the chu@ameras were
all out in front so we go to the back and banghendoor. And the
minister comes out. | said, I'd like to come iAnd he says, no.
They're waiting for you out front. You go out tleesind he
slammed the door. The TV cameras are rolling.
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Pimentel:
Ash:
Pimentel:

Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:

So you know, here’s another thing, do you waritash this guy in
the teeth and go in or not. So we said, all right we go around
the front. And in this church there had to be 366pde, singing
protest songs. Up on the altar is Uncle Sam wglcbhorts there
and they're all tied together with rope. So ttgemt and | start to
walk down the aisle. As we start down there, thgregestors start
a hymn. As we get down there, they start to pushshove.

We finally get down there and announce that hender arrest. It
starts to get to be quite a struggle, and finahig subject, Uncle
Sam, says | don’t want any violence. So he getsnapwith that
they eased out a little bit and so they're stiitimg us when we
take him out. 1told him he’s under arrest angvase going down
the aisle, they're still jostling around. As we gethe back door,
here comes these back-up Agents with guns drawn.

Laugh.

So anyway, as a personal result of this, myghiar saw this on
television, pushing Daddy around and it influenbed That these
kinds of people were nuts, protest people werdardter.
Anyway, that has nothing to do with anything exdbgtt it was -

It was all safely, and no problems atral shots fired.

No, no. Just lots of bad press.

I’'m sure.

And in due course in 1971, | was transferrackizo FBI
Headquarters as an Inspector. It's my recolledian Joe Ponder,
by that time, was the Assistant Director, and mkhiWWasson
Campbell was his deputy. | ran a number of ingpest

That was a year long assignment, wagh't i

Well, you hoped it was, it depended on theawaces that occurred
above you as to how long. Some people prior tdhatkethe

experience where they had to go on sick leave lzatddelayed
them. They had to start the rotation over.
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The problem with that inspection assignmenrd tixat my wife and
family were still in Minneapolis. | came in herader transfer.
Your headquarters was transferred to Washingtogpawe really
divorced from your family for almost the entire ek of time,
except being able to get back there every oncenhile on leave
and be with them. But knowing the precedent foating off the
Inspection assignment, | didn’t want to cause aglgyl However,
on an inspection in Phoenix, | went out on the igeourt on
Sunday and | ruptured an Achilles tendon.

I’'m there and they fly me home to Minneapolis whEhad this
thing mended, operated on, and I'm dying to gekbdaon’t
want to go through this delaying kind of thing. tBuall worked
out. There was no real significance to my inspectiuties, they
were all pretty routine.

In 1972, | was assigned as the SAC in BuffaloisTéas a great
assignment. Buffalo was a great office, very agtiyreat talented
Agents there, big time Organized Crime matterarrived in
Buffalo on April 16, 1972. J. Edgar Hoover diadMay 2, 1972.

This started a series of events, still playingiouhe FBI, as far as
I’'m concerned. L. Patrick Gray, Ill was appointeiActing
Director. Gray had a tough time. Most of thisgbdime he
created himself.

One of the things that happened was he had aremtie of SAC’s
and Bureau officials, and at that conference, kea$or
observations about creating a Director’'s Advisooail, made up
of people from outside the FBI. And then he askach of us to
send him their comments about it.

This gave me an opportunity for the first timeotganize my
thoughts about what the FBI really meant to metargbciety and
what their mission was and why they had been sstulesAnd |
sent a letter to Gray on May 26, 1972. | havemyad that letter
here if you want it. (See Appendix A.)

Oh yeah, that'd be great. | love totpat stuff. Like | indicated
when we discussed the interview -
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Yeah, | don’t know whether you want me to réadto the
interview.

No no, we can read it in later, it'll 8gart of the interview
anyway.

As everybody knows, Gray’s confirmation weadisaster. He was
not confirmed and his name was withdrawn by theiBemt. At
that time, all of the FBI officials at FBI Headqtens and all of the
SAC'’s subscribed to a telegram to the Presideesiéent Nixon,
urging him to appoint a Director from within the FBThere’s a
copy of that. (See Appendix B.)

Oh great, great. This was sent to tlesiBent back on April 30,
1973, | take it.

Right.

President Nixon.

Right.

Okay, I'll make it a part of the interwidnere.

It seems to have come to no avail. Howevehaould be noted
that although he didn’t appoint somebody from witthie FBI, he
did appoint Clarence Kelley, who was then the Chfd®olice in
Kansas City, and Clarence had formerly been anAght. In
fact, had been an SAC when he resigned to takkdheas City
Chief’'s position.

Kelley immediately set up a series of, | guessgaall them
seminars, and there were probably four or six esé¢hthings
throughout the country. Every Bureau official awtry field
official down to the level of ASAC was requireddo to one of
these.

At those seminars, they had outside people, expesarious

fields, talking about management procedures, peesdrandling,
management systems, and that kind of thing.
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Ash:
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All of which were foreign to FBI administratiat that time, which
was really insular. | mean it was in and of itséaid no attention
to whatever was going on in the rest of the woritthwegard to
management. And it was an eye opening thing, dhitk was a
catalyst, not for immediate change probably, buh&long run for
change.

The other thing that Kelley did which I think wsignificant.
During J. Edgar Hoover’s time, we were caught ughanstatistical
business.

Right.

You were judged in each office on the numlmgvections you
had, the number of fines, savings and recoveties,sort of thing.

Everybody had to be above average.
That's correct. And we were.
That'’s right.

Kelley didn’t totally eliminate the statistidaing, but he changed
the whole philosophy and instituted a program wiiebame
known as quality over quantity.

Right.

And that has led to, | think, where the Bureatoday. In
pursuing those things that are of major signifieaand let the
routine stuff be handled by other authorities arages, or local
authorities.

Right.

With regard to my time as SAC in Buffalo, thevere so many
things happening all the time that | can hardlyeerber some of
them, but one that | recall. When 1 first wentrthave were living
in temporary quarters, you know, sort of an apantnabove a
hotel, and | got a call in the middle of the night.
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That somebody, who turned out to be CharleghSmad
kidnapped a baby and was holding the baby hostagafapoint
aboard an aircraft in the Buffalo Airport, demarglpassage out of
the country. So | tear out to the airport, notwimg what in the
world I'm going to do. And, as often happenedhage days, and
maybe still happens, as soon as | showed up oscdree and
identified who | was, the police who had alreadgrben the scene
said here, Mr. Ash, the problem is yours, and tisgppeared into
the woodwork.

And so for the next three or four hours, I'm inyito coax this guy
off the airplane. Back in those days, you knoweheas no
security at the airport. He had taken this childich was his own
child, and he got into a big argument with his wifeey were
estranged. So he takes the baby and takes offeadhblding the
baby at knifepoint. The baby’s crying like hell the time | got
out there. But he ran right into that airport dosvnthe tarmac.

This plane was sitting there being readied fdighf later, and he
justran onit. So I'm in there trying to coax haf.

So anyway, to make a long story short, ultimatebonvinced him
that the plane wasn’t going anywhere and he wasggo hurt the
baby, and he’s about to come out the door. AsHme time, we
had Agents down under the airplane, who crawldatinough the
wheel well and got up into the pilot’s place andhean behind
him. So as he’s giving himself up, these agerggight down the
steps behind him. Lots of good pictures of thigdant.
Somebody recovered the baby. It was interestitgultimately
was tried and convicted for some crime aboard gotaaie or
whatever.

Another memorable case that occurred while | wasSAC at
Buffalo involved a kidnapping. One wintry nightdJanuary 1973
or 1974, | received a telephone call from the Rasid\gent at
Jamestown, NY who advised me that a young 14 yiddray,
Danny Ebersole, the son of a medical doctor in adal, NY,
had been kidnapped. He further advised that ttheaigper had
telephoned the doctor and was demanding $15,00ti@on’s
release. The kidnapper said he would call latartange for the
ransom payment and the release of the victim.
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| told the Agent that | and other Agents wopidceed
immediately and would meet him and the father atResident
Agency at 8 a.m. | also told him that | was dispatg three sound
trained Agents directly to his office and he wagsagort them to
the victim’s resident to maintain a 24 hour sutegite and to
record all incoming telephone calls. At that tifegund training”
was the name used to describe training given tosg® perform
wire taps and other technical surveillance techesqu

The Buffalo Office was one of the few offices whieh that time,
had a separate surveillance squad. They wereclbedta remote
site, drove nondescript vehicles and were higldingd in
surveillance techniques. This squad was used ptjnia
organized crime cases and was under the directitireo
Organized Crime Supervisor, Don Hartnett. Uporireng the
call about the kidnapping, | contacted Hartnett tod him to
proceed to Jamestown with the surveillance squédd amuld
meet him and the squad at the Jamestown Residemicixg

Those at the meeting the following morning at tlesiBent
Agency were the victim’s father, the Jamestown &asi Agent,
the Olean Resident Agent, the President of thd lwaak and the
Agents from Buffalo. The Olean resident Agent tbge with the
banker and the victim’s father were dispatched &&kerup the
$15,000 ransom package which the Agent would madkracord
for future investigation and testimony if such wesessary.

We then made a discreet survey of the town andgnding roads
and made contact with the local police and the i8isenffice. It
was snowing. The snow was deep and covered dieoéxposed
areas including the roads. We placed the surnedladgents at
remote locations in radio contact. We set up altearters at a
local motel and awaited the next call from the kipper.

Some 24 hours later, he made the telephone cathwiras
answered by the victim’s father. It was recordef® again
demanded $15,000 and said to place it the followlisngin a boat
that was parked behind one of the car dealershiigsnamed the
dealership but | don't recall what it was. We thegnt into action
to cover the ransom drop and the subsequent pickipe
kidnapper or his associate.

22



Richard H. Ash
March 30, 2004
Page 23

Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:

And, by that time, we had Agents all oved are brought some
high powered photographic experts from FBI Hegdltgrs. It just
so happened that there was a camper parkeceltagdboat. So
the photographers were in the camper, and apgpeinted time,
some guy comes along and picks up the packagetook those
pictures in the middle of the night someplace got them
developed, and you could tell it was a youngper So, we had
the Agents lay low and we waited.

Because we were waiting for the victim to be regéshafter the
$15,000 was paid. But he wasn't, no sign of himst dead, dead
silence.

And so we take the pictures to this school and ediately the
people at the school said this is so and so. Aed twe let them
listen to the voice on the tape, and they saidsmait this guy,
that’'s Martin Whitmore, they even knew the voic&/e
immediately, through the legal channels, roundegdiguys up.
We recovered most of the $15,000 at Whitmore'dlersie.
Whitmore had paid his accomplice to pick up thekpge. He
thought it involved a drug transaction and he haehsthe few
dollars Whitmore paid him.

Still didn’t know where the victim was. And theyouldn’t tell us.
This resulted in a massive search, the type thaisge on
television to locate the victim.

Right.

Snowmobiles, the Boy Scouts, frog men, thelebd. One
humorous thing happened. By that time we had taken almost
all of the motel, and we had helicopters and snohiles in the
parking lot of the motel, just massive law enfoream In the
middle of this comes this car with a sign orJust Married The
man and his bride had made reservations at thislpyau know,
they're in there, they’re the only civilians atghmotel.

Anyway, in due course, | got an anonymous caitilll don’t know
who called. You ought to look here for this baythe woods. We
go up there and we found him in deep snow tiedtteeg dead.

He had been tied to the tree, beaten about hiswiiac club and
left to die.
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Ash: Martin Whitmore and his accomplice, both un@éryears old,
were tried in State Court. Both were convictedreither was
ever tried for murder. Whitmore has been in andobygirison ever
since. He never admitted he killed Danny Ebersatéd many
years later at some sort of unrelated judicial peating where he
was pleading for a reduction of sentence for one@®fmany
subsequent crimes.

Pimentel: Yeah.

Ash: One of the interesting things to me about tage was the victim’s
father could not have been more gracious. He wenhof his way
to thank agents, wrote letters, and it was an amgahing to me.
But that occurred there. That was just one othinmeys.

But the main thing that | want to bring up in tmgerview is that
in 1974, as | indicated, there had been a numbactofe arrests
by FBI of Mafiosi types in Buffalo. The whole tini@vas there,
they kept making cases.

In 1974, we were able to get an Agent by the nahiichard
Genova, who was assigned to the New York Officecime over
and go undercover. And he was introduced intortbb by an
informant that the Buffalo Office had developede &imost
immediately, much to my amazement, was able tairage
himself with the acting Don of the mob there anddmee his
driver. And as a result, all the other wiseguyseated him.

Although they’d question him and they would teish hhe was
wearing a wire of course, on him, and, got tremeisdo
information.

Another interesting thing back in those timeshef EBI, we did

not have many female Agents. | can remember @llrene
occasion when he was invited with the other badsdayo to the
racetrack, and they were all supposed to bring thieies or
girlfriends. So this created a little bit of a plem, who was he
going to take. And, we ended up sending one ostleographers.

Pimentel: Yeah, that's what usually was done.

24



Richard H. Ash
March 30, 2004
Page 25

Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:

And when you think about that though, you knaat is that
father going to say to you if something happenedisalaughter.

Right, right, and liability.

Oh, but anyway, it all worked out fine. lttgo the point where
they wanted to make him a made guy, but the testh@ahad to do
a hit. We found no way to really satisfy that.

So shortly after | was transferred out of Buffdle,surfaced. He
was undercover for about nine months. The reguitsoactivity
ended up in the conviction of something like 22gdeo And
solving two or three murders.

There’s a couple of things | want to say about.ti#es far as |
know, he was the first long range undercover opmrdty an FBI
Agent in the mob. Donny Brasco and Joe Pistond aéut longer
than he did, but it was after he did. | think kkesons learned
from Genova were helpful to the New York OfficeDonny
Brasco’s situation.

The other thing | want to say is that in thosesjaye were ill-
prepared, and | don’t know whether the Bureau és¢oday, to
deal with the psychological problems that are @&ty these guys
when they go under cover. They get to the poirgretthey're
living with these guys, they're talking their tatkey become one
of them, and to revert back is difficult.

In Genova'’s case, | don’t know what happened no, hiut the
family fell apart. You know, the whole time he wasre with us,

| think we were only able to get him back to seewife once in
that nine-month period. They may have been hawogle
anyway, | don’t know that. | don’t know, | nevellbwed up on
this, but | know he died at a very early age. Waseninvolved in
new territory on this. There is a tendency to wibik case and not
worry about the people so much. There needs tolbeof
psychological help.
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Ash:
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Ash:

Pimentel:

As a matter of fact, | believe, and afirse, my information is
dated, but before somebody goes undercover now gindefore,
almost like a review board, with psychologists,ghsgtrists. Then
they monitor them constantly during their undereqweriod.

That'’s right, that’s right.

And then when they come out, becauskeo¥éry problems that
you raised. One of the more outlandish examplesavaan
named Pat Livingstone, who played the role so thell he
couldn’t give it up. And in fact, | don’t thinkltithis day he’s been
able to give it up.

Oh I think that happens.

And anyway, he was arrested for shoptftn Kentucky or
something like that, and he was fired by the Buleazause he
couldn’t, even though the Bureau tried to coungal e just
couldn’t forsake the role he had been playing fooaple of years.
But anyway, it was very difficult.

I’'m glad to hear that, that was a concerne ®ther thing that
happened with regard to that case, which as | atéd; he didn’t
come out from undercover until I had been transtebrack to the
Bureau as an Assistant Director. After that, | werumental in
getting the Buffalo Organized Crime supervisor, BldrHartnett,
and Dick Genova, back to FBI Headquarters whenrg tiede a
presentation before the Executive’s Conferencesisting of the
Director and all the Assistant Directors.

Assistant Directors, right.

And to talk to them about what they accomp@dshbut also about
their problems. Of course, this was really newsiast of these
Assistant Directors who had never been involvethat kind of
case.

And | think also was helpful probably agairdeveloping some of
the things that have happened since then.

Over the years, they keep improving ihéage | guess.
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| hope I'm doing what you want.
No, this is exactly what | want.

I’'m here with Dick Ash, second part of this intiew, on his years
in the Bureau, and we left off where you were alioute
transferred back to Headquarters around 1974, Baffalo.

That's right. But | want to back up a minut&here when | was
an Inspector in 1971.

One rather interesting thing. | came in, backéadquarters from
some inspection somewhere, and | had a messagg fimam
folder to see Wasson Campbell, who was a Deputlyein
Inspection Division at that time. The note indezhthat | was to
interview all of the Assistant Directors and abowéhin 24 hours,
and get a signed statement from them to the etffi@tthey had no
personal official confidential files in their oféc The order came
directly from Director Hoover.

This was when now?
1971.
1971.

And reconstructing this since, or at this tipmebably, this had to
do with the Bill Sullivan flap with J. Edgar HooveAfter he left
the Bureau, it was found that he had a numbeiles §tored in his
own office, which was apparently not known to ther&rchy. My
guestions when | got this assignment were two. , @hat are
personal confidential official files? And the aresvio that was,
they will know. And the other was there is no viayme to do
this in 24 hours.

| can’t get over to Ident Building af%and D Street to talk to
Bucky Walters and get back hardly within 24 houBsit the
assignment was interesting, because as | went dgon got
different reactions. Now these men knew | was ognor
somebody was coming. And these were all supetonse.
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In an effort to speed up the process, | pegparstatement to the
effect, “I have no personal confidential officides in my
possession,” to give to each executive and have #ign and date
it.

My first contact was with Bucky Walters, Assist@itector in
Charge of the Identification Division. Bucky sdid wouldn’t sign
my prepared statement but he would write his owis was to the
effect that “at 3:15 p.m. on such and such a ddtaye none>"

This kind of thing. | ran into this everywheré/ell the other part
of this assignment was, if you find any, they havbe moved into
Mark Felt's Office. Now Mark Felt at that time hadcome the
Special Assistant to Clyde Tolson. Tolson, the Dg@irector,
was really in poor health, and Mark was in thereraping for him.
Mark Felt’'s office was tiny. So when | got to JdWoore, who at
this time was another Deputy to Hoover, Moore §#ighh | have
a file cabinet full of stuff, now here they are owere.” | said,
“Well you're supposed to move them into Mark Fetiffice.” His
comment was, “Have you seen Felt’s office, ther®svay they
can getin.”

Well anyway, these kinds of things happened.
This is when you were on the inspection.
Yeah, right.

You were an Inspector?

| was an Inspector. | got to Dwight Dalby,awvas an Assistant
Director in Charge of the Legal Affairs Office, ahd said, “I'm
not signing anything.” And | said well, that’s yooption, but you
better talk to Mark Felt. So he picked up the ghand called Felt.
| couldn’t hear the other side of the conversathart,| could hear
Dalby say, I'm not going to sign any kind of, whsthe idea of
sending this man in here, you know, blah, blahh blahen there
was silence on his side, so finally he grabbedplase of paper,
and signed it.
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But this all resulted from the Sullivan affaiBullivan apparently
was running on his own and had no authorizatiomfany of the
things he was doing and many of his activities weosrded in
files that he kept in his own office. Anyway, totdpack to where
we were.

That’'s a good story.

As | said previously, | got transferred bagleadquarters as an
Assistant Director in 1975.

At that time, Clarence Kelley was the Directotiod FBI. | was
transferred in for reasons that are a mystery toate the
Assistant Director in Charge of the Identificatiivision.

| had absolutely no experience in Identificatidhturned out that |
really didn’t need any because the number of ot jom there had
been handling identification matters for 30, somes 35 years,
most of whom were not Agents. There were probahly five or
six Agents assigned to that division at that tiasethe Managers,
and they all had previous experience, so it reditiy’t make any
difference. There were 3000 employees in the Ifiestion
Division at that time, and we were still locatedvhat was known
in those days as the Identification Building, whieas at 2 and D
Southwest.

Right.

During the time | was there, we made the mgv@nto the new J.
Edgar Hoover Building, which was a big time operati We had
Agents and personnel in Ident planning for that enfar a number
of years, and made the complete move of all thitse ih one
night.

One night?

Yeah. So we really didn’t have to interrtipg operations all that
much.
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| spent very little time, while | was an Agaist Director, really
doing anything with the Identification Division, nglittle. First
thing that happened was that we were in an eraeypswple,
including the Congress of the United States, daitdving into
and making issues with a lot of the activities tihat FBI had been
involved in in the past. Things that they would édaever delved
into as long as Hoover was there.

But there were people who had gripes and weragrio make
political hay out of surfacing what they descril@edmisdeeds of
the FBI. A number of these involved the Cointelprogram,
which were operations that the FBI operated ag#nest
Communists and New Left organizations. Also, sithey opened
this thing up in the Church and Pike Congressionaimittees, all
sorts of people came forward and complained abaubws and
sundry things which had to do with J. Edgar HoovEne
committees did their thing up there and finallyheitran out of
money or ran out of steam, and then dumped a lthteof
complaints that they had not acted on back to tigalltment of
Justice.

Many of those had to do with so-called personiadeeds of FBI
officials, such as people doing personal favordtiem, and this
sort of thing. Some of these complaints were reteby the
Department over to Kelley, the Director, for higguit, and they
of course were referred to the Inspection Divisidie Inspection
Division did whatever they did, and sent a repaxtkoto the
Attorney General. This was not received kindlyhat Justice
Department.

And one of their major complaints was that in irerarchy of the
FBI, the report that was prepared by the Inspediimision was
cleared through the Deputy Director who was at tinag Nick
Callahan. Some of the complaints involved Nickl&en, so the
Attorney General could not quite understand theeedure, and
raised all kind of hell.

I had no real knowledge of any of this, but | gatall from Kelley

to meet him in his office one afternoon. When bwlaere, the
Deputy Attorney General, Harold Tyler, was there.
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| think the Assistant Attorney General in tbeminal Division,
who was Rudy Giuliani, was there, who later becéam#ous as
the Mayor of New York at the time of 9/11; and &toaney by the
name of John Dowd was there. Dowd had made hi® matmhe
Department as an aggressive pursuer of the mAfigway, I'm
there, not knowing why I'm there in the confereramed they're
telling Kelley that they’re not happy with the wag had handled
this thing before and that the Attorney Generaldbigtto give him
one more chance to really pursue these matters.

And for the first time, | found out why | was tleer Mr. Kelley
said, well Mr. Ash will make a task force and hdl pursue these
matters. | didn’t even know what the matters wekayway that’s
byplay. As a result of that, | got Kelley’s persien to pick the
people | wanted to be on this thing. | had mayfeen people
that | assembled. | brought two SAC'’s in from theddf because |
wanted to get the field involved. | didn’t wantdtbe a
Headquarters versus the field affair.

For nearly a year, we pursued these allegatidhgy started out
with the allegation that the FBI was buying recagdequipment
from a firm known as the U. S. Recording Compamy this
investigation became known as U. S. RecordingS.URecording
was a technical supply place that John Moore hatderttze contact
to buy electronic and radio equipment as a cutmptrotect the

FBI as the source. And there were all kinds @dgdtions about
bribery and violation of Federal Rules and Regataiwith regard
to requisition, et cetera.

But this thing blossomed into the misuse of whatekey called
the recreation fund in the FBI, which was suppdsegb to the
Agents, that they had alleged were being used &tioNal
Academy affairs and this sort of thing. And it gotolved in Colt,
giving guns to certain Agents at the Firearms Rayge know,
this kind of allegation.

But they also included all kind of alleged Hooweisdeeds, about
Agents allegedly building a portico on his houseBomeau time,
and decorating his home, and providing automatiewvs, et
cetera.
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What amazed me, and still does, a numbédrese inquiries had
to be with the Laboratory personnel who providessthkind of
services. A number of these Agents had alreadhgdefrom the
Bureau, and we were running all over the counttgrinewing
them. The Agent being interviewed would say, “Waarinute.”
And, he would go over to his files, pull out a laigout all these
things they had done, because it was eating at thanthey were
being used that way.

Anyway, it was a big fat mess. | got myself ckoags in this thing
because one of the things that surfaced was tl@tragtmas time,
Agents or officials of the FBI had given a Chrissypaesent to
Kelley, which may have involved each Assistant Blioe
contributing $10, for a Christmas present and lgévén all of
them a Christmas present in return. This was d@heesthing that
happened with Hoover. Hoover used to give out $Timas
neckties.

Anyway, somebody in the Department kept leaking $tuff to the
press. And the Kelley situation got to the poyat know, how
can they investigate themselves, kind of thingan remember
some reporter calling me on the phone. Well yodwang this job
now, you’re also an Assistant Director, did you tcidyute to this
gift, and | said hell yes. Well, headlines in tfaper, and anyway,
it was a trying time for me. Because the Departrsehup a
Grand Jury, and some of these Agents and FBI affievere going
before the Grand Jury. People, depending on wdiddhyou were
on, you know, you were upset about all this or doltlunderstand
it.

This investigation kept growing. There was |ldtpablicity and
leaks to the press which generated more complios people
with gripes about the FBI. The Department contthtgerefer
these petty complaints to me for further investmat It seemed
never ending. So, | started to look for some veagdt this matter
concluded.

Then a memorandum came over during the courdaoftting

from the Department saying that we should not iegtris to just
these people, but you should look into this orrgeascale.
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So | started interviewing, or having interviely the FBI Agents on
the Attorney General’s security detail, and we waterviewing

all these people and asking about what they had tmrthe
Attorney General. It turned out he had been butegn cufflinks
for Christmas and this sort of thing, and then aentl out that the
FBI had put locks and security devices on the AggrGeneral’s
apartment. The FBI paid for them, the FBI Labanajmut them

in, and he finds out about this, the Attorney Gahdoes, during
the course of inquiry. The Attorney General reinsies the FBI

for the lock installation.

Which Attorney General is this?
Edward H. Levi.
Oh yeah, Levi.

And | accompanied Clarence Kelley, the Directo a conference
of the International Association of Chiefs of Pel@&t Miami where
| was to make a speech about fingerprint identificematters.
One of his aides was a man by the name of Bill Retd was not
an Agent, and Reed was there. After the eveningtions, we
went up to Kelley's suite in the hotel, and a télepe call comes
in there. Reed takes the call. It was the Attgr@eneral. | could
hear him say, Yes General, yes General, yes GeyeslGeneral.
Finally Reed gives the phone to Kelley. Kelleyyem he was on
the phone, he was making notes. Kelley was alwegkyrgreat
with people like that. He would placate them, &l to them. |
retrieved his notes and the sum and substanceésahihg was that
he said there was a rogue elephant that was aanfol. He said,
“I know they interpreted this memorandum that waythat’s not
the way we meant it.”
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| was trying to figure some way to stop this istigation. Shortly
after the Miami telephone call to Kelley from thé&@ney
General, they finally just started to call it offhe result of all that
investigation was they asked one FBI official f&s tesignation
and one other poor Agent in the Administrative Bion who
appropriated for himself, you know, these lifts ¢ars, if you run
the car up onto.

Pimentel: Yeah, yeah.

Ash: And you can work on them, change the oil, wiaat. The Bureau
had bought one set of those and he had taken thosdhe had
copped out to this. Anyway, he was prosecuteddisrdissed,
which was a sad, sad thing.

Anyway, during that period of time, other thae fiact that Kelley
would also have me running off making speeches taiheu
Identification Division, | didn’t really have mudb do with
running it. My Deputy was Frank Still at that tinweho knew all
facets of it, and really ran it. Then, the nexng¢ithat happened, |
no sooner get done with that, and . . .

Pimentel: So you spent a year on all those little .

Ash: Yeah, it was nine months to a year on thaiqadar operation. It
was intense.

Pimentel: Yeah, I'm sure, checking out every mistj@e alleged misdeed.

Ash: Yeah, right, | get back into Ident. The Attey General changed, |
don’t know whether the administration changed oatsfier
happened, but the new Attorney General was Giigéfi, and he
came in with President Jimmie Carter. | think thégpens to
every Attorney General, they don’t really know wttzy’'re
getting into. You know they wake up some morning tirey say,
oh | thought the FBI was the only investigativeragel have and |
find out I've got Narcotics, Bureau of Narcotic®h anyway, he
gets surprised, well why do | have two.
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So, the Attorney General wanted to know if he $thut the FBI
and the DEA together, and the Attorney General baywants that
resolved in 90 days. And so what happens, | gethen call from
Kelley and he says | want you to assemble a grégpad Agents
and look into this. Now that was really interegti®o |
accumulated again a bunch of Agents and we wenttoMeEA
headquarters.

Was the DEA known as DEA by then, or. .

Yes, it was DEA, Drug Enforcement Agency. v@took over
some space in their place and we started lookitigegbroblem, up
and down. We traveled overseas. | went to Eunapehad
Agents going to South America, we had Agents gainipe Far
East, and seeing their operations on the ground.fathd that the
culture at that time, between the two agenciesenmportantly
the requirements, the entrance requirements faragency and
ours were entirely different. The pay scale wasg@y different.
We were extremely critical of the fact that theyrevooking at
these things as individual cases, rather than hapét them as an
organization, sort of organized crime situatiomdAhat they had
very few wiretaps running, which would have beemsthing the
FBI would have done right off.

Anyway, we write a big report and send it oveGuaffin Bell, and
both Bell and Kelley were extremely disappointeat tive
recommended that they not be brought together.

Then of course, | was required to retire in 19A5the time the
legislation went into effect that you couldn’t waplast age 55,
which now has been changed to 57, so | was foraedho
December of 1977.

And that’s pretty much it, unless you’'ve got sohniag else.
Other than the DEA report that you worked Ninety days, that

was pretty quick to put together and do your ingesion. And put
together your recommendations.

35



Richard H. Ash
March 30, 2004
Page 36

Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:
Pimentel:
Ash:
Pimentel:

Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:

Pimentel:
Ash:

Pimentel:

Ash:

In fact, when we went over to discuss it viith Attorney General
at the time we submitted the report, he obvioushg wery
surprised that we did it in 90 days.

Yeah. Did you get involved in the Coipte quite a bit? How
about the Sispits. That may have been after yibu Tehat was a
group in Texas, Salvadorians.
| don’t know.

You came in in '48 and you were only fautabout nine months.
Yeah.

And then you came back in.

Right. As a matter of fact, in all the bibat | submit, | don’t even
talk about being out.

Yeah, you were out for such a short time.

But it did accomplish what | wanted to dogat me back on the
East Coast.

Sure.
And | also then went all over everywhere.

Yeah. It seems in those days it waetsget back in because
you’re not the first individual that I've spokenftizat resigned for
similar type reasons. Either a parent was ill, BindHoover
would not, or the SAC would not acquiesce to haviregn move
back East, or vice versa. | guess in that caseothier individual
also resigned and then re-upped, | guess, a fewwhmdater, in the
East Coast, a similar type situation.

Yeah. Well, | don’t quite understand the otsieuation because
there were lots of people that | knew who would tregir own
way back on the basis of some real or alleged patgwoblem,
and Hoover usually acceded to those.
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Yeah, right, he normally did.

If you approached him right, he was a very passionate man. |
think a lot of the problems that people see toddly vegard to
Hoover weren’t Hoover, it was the people under hiho were
guessing what he really wanted to do.

Right, right.
And it became a problem.

But the Sullivan affair, interesting. When | wd@ng this so-
called U. S. Recording thing that Kelley had gotimelved in,
we sent two Agents up there to interview Sullivédde was living
in, I think it was New Hampshire.

He was no longer in the Bureau?

No, and as | recall, we didn’t really get vemych out of him.
Those two Agents, | still see today, they talk dlibat interview
because apparently the place he was in, living/as, rustic and
they were up there in the winter time and the plaas cold and if
they moved away from the fire, they couldn’t stbpvering. One
Agent accused the other one of continuing thisunte longer
than needed. But they interviewed Sullivan anevls willing to
talk, made his complaints, but they were not suttsta to what
we were doing.

Well, what do you think the gist of thnas, that it was just a
personality conflict between he and the powerslileat

My guess is, and | may be influenced by thithgs I've read
since, that he really wanted to become the Direafttine FBI.

Yeah.

And he was in close contact with a man namedsitbn who
worked in the White House and was President Nixoatrdinator
of intelligence activities directed toward the Neeft, Anti-
Vietnam protesters, and others who were attemptirysrupt the
orderly processes of government.
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Houston had proposed an aggressive plan vilnatinded a wide
use of wiretaps and surreptitious entries to beiertralize their
activities. Director Hoover was resisting thesangl because they
had little or no legal sanctions. Even though Hoabjected to
the Houston plan, Bill Sullivan endorsed many olkltion’s ideas
and on his own, without Director Hoover’s authotiaa or
knowledge, began implementing some of these siesteg

When one looks at the whole wiretapping issueingises in a
historical perspective, it is interesting. Alsardugh the years,
until most recently, the FBI’s involvement in irltigénce and
espionage investigation seems to have had veey ditatutory
authority.

Because they wanted to do things that Hoover giesed of, you
know the whole wiretapping issue, when on lookhathistory of
this thing, it is interesting. The fact that thRls involvement in
security or espionage matters had very little sbayuauthority.

Right.

And you may know a lot more about that thdo | but we got
involved originally as you've been interviewing sieeAgents
under SIS. You know, President Roosevelt asked/elom do
that, and that resulted in a lot of the authothigttthe Bureau in
subsequent years had to rely on as their authfortgoing any of
these intelligence investigations.

Right. Exactly.

The Bureau’s policy vacillated with regardotatting those wires
in, but | can remember putting these things in wittat | thought
was very little authority.

Or probable cause.

Yeah, or concern. | mean, no, you had theaiste cause.

Oh okay.
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But, but you wouldn’t have had to show thelyadole cause to
anybody except some FBI official.

Okay.

You know, | can remember, we were lookingddop ten fugitive
in Kansas, and there was an informant who kepntglls that he
was in touch with him and that he would meet witih.h The
Bureau kept writing back and saying “informant gsautree.” So
Mark Felt, who was the SAC at that time, sent net@couple of
sound-trained Agents out to that town to verifyaivthis agent is
saying. We walked into that town, rented a roora motel,
walked into the telephone company, said this istweawant to
do.

Yeah.

And the telephone company said okay, it's gamcost you so
much for a week’s line and we’ll run it for you.oNjuestions
asked. Now those days are long gone.

But in that case we were able to verify thesescalind that’s
another one of those cases where we never caughiutihe was
found upside down in a well, the guy we were logkiior.

Oh okay, yeah. | want to thank you varych. | think you've
covered your career there and your, how many, a@syeareer, a
little more than 30 years.

Twenty-nine. Well it's been interesting to mecause it reminds
me of these things, some of which | try and forget.

And that's it. It's now 1:04 in the afteon of March 3%, and
thank you very kindly Dick Ash.

END OF MARCH 30TH INTERVIEW
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Pimentel: Once again this is Stanley Pimentel withSociety of Former
Special Agents of the FBI Oral History Program,ihg\an
interview with Richard H. Ash, also known as DickHA at his
residence. This interview is a follow-up to theemview that |
originally conducted on March $f 2004. Today is July 15,
2004. Dick, could you say a few words and to $éean pick it

up.

Ash: Yeah, I'm glad to see you again and hope ekigrg’s going okay
with you, hope the Oral History Program’s goingefimnd hope
everything is recording satisfactorily.

Pimentel: Going over the last interview, which wasy interesting, Dick, by
the way, and very informative, there are a couplguestions that
came up. |think, even going back before the Buréthink it
would be worthwhile if you would tell us a littletlabout how
long you were in the Army and what infantry unfityou wish to
discuss that.

Ash: Oh sure, I don’'t mind at all. | went into tAemy in 1943 under
what was known as the ASTP Program, Army Specidlize
Training Program, which was a program the Armyugeto take
college students, put them in the Army, give thesidtraining,
and then let them continue their education, withittea that
ultimately you would end up going to Officers Traig School. In
that program, | took my basic down in Texas, amhtivas sent to
the University of Tennessee. | had completed teary of
Engineering courses at Bucknell University befoemtered the
Army and so | continued the education there at €ssee.
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In the winter of 1943, while at Tennessee, theigkies in the
European theatre were so great the Army neededaoaplents.
Anyway, at that time at Tennessee, they discoatrthe ASTP
Program. | was sent from there to Camp Atterliiiyndiana to
join as a replacement in the fbBivision of the U. S. Infantry
Division. | was assigned to Company B of the 2#fantry
Regiment and continued training there with theml afout
October of '44 when we, the whole division went meas.

Ultimately, we were dispatched into Europe andenmrt in the
line just shortly before what has become knowrhasBattle of the
Bulge. And the 108 Division was completely overrun. Two of
the regiments, as a matter of fact, were forceslitcender intact
and became prisoners of war.

My regiment was not one of those and the"48dcame pretty
much decimated and it was a really chaotic sitmatidnyway, |
don’t want to get too much into war stories.

But | ended up having frozen feet and was evaduaten Europe,
back over to the United States.

Oh okay. That's all, I just wanted tardl that little point there.
You had also indicated in San Francisco, Bill Sim@s the SAC,
| believe, or your supervisor?

He was my supervisor.

And you say he was notorious, and | wasgurious.

Well, he became notorious because he then ugetitrough the
ranks of the FBI and ultimately became the Spesgant in
Charge at San Francisco. But after his retirentenbecame a
member of a law firm. I'm not sure that it washis own law
firm, but they were early on involved in purchasihthink, cable
kind of franchises, and he became a very wealthy. ma

| thought maybe there was some storycaspe

No, | can’t remember any.
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Okay.

He was notorious in my mind,

Okay. You also mentioned a little bibabthe formation or the
establishment of the FD-302, about the Report @rinew and the
destruction of notes, and all of that.

Yeah.

| think you covered that very well.
| don’t know whether | talked about it, bubsthy after that, | was
a witness at a trial where a big deal was mad&byéfense
attorney of my destruction of the notes. And megyon the 302.

Oh, okay.

It got him nowhere, but it got a lot of press.

Yeah, and of course, later on, the destm of notes, we were
told to put the notes in a 1-A, as.

Right. Exactly.
As a backup to the.
Because of all that.

Right, because of all of that I'm surealy. One of the big things,
| guess, is that you had mentioned the Cointelpogiam. | think,
not too many people, well it has been written ug alhof that. If
you don’t mind, I'd like to have your take on theifitelpro
program, what you knew of it.

Well unfortunately, | don’t know a lot abotit i was never in a
position, | think this is true, where | actively svparticipating or
was an administrator in an office where there wesreiderable
Cointelpro program. | was aware of it, of course.
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But what has always interested me about it is §at know, way
before there was a Cointelpro program, the FBough it's
investigative techniques, was using similar kindctivities. | can
remember as far back as in probably about 1950ghgithe
Seattle office, where they were active in proackivel of

activities against the Communist Party. | wasaipart of that, but
| was aware of it.

They would publish publications that would seeke lihey were
coming from the Party and they were being writtgrFBI Agents,
that were totally disruptive kind of things. Sthink that there
was a genesis for these kind of programs. It bedia Cointelpro
program, which became institutionalized and theullted in a lot
of scathing attacks on the bureau.

Sure.
But | was never in a position where | was peadly involved.

Okay, and how about the beginning of@hal Rights Movement
or the Civil Rights investigations, were you familor became
involved in those, or not as much as some of theroAgents.

Well, the early activities of the FBI in thevitrights business
were as a result of extending what were known @<ikil Rights
law, | mean the Civil War laws, to do whatever tlveyld do, in
the early civil rights problems with the Klan iret&outh.

But in 1964, they passed the Public Accommodatiaws which
stated that you could not deny service to peoptalse of race,
color, creed, or national origin, and later thegexd sex to that.
About that time when that law was passed, | wagasd to the
Civil Rights Unit at Headquarters. Because of thatas
knowledgeable about the activity in the South wébard to public
accommodations. Most of those activities that $ feamiliar with
did not have to do with the Klan. However, at poat in time, |
was the supervisor at Headquarters of Bapbomb,hakias the
bombing of the church where the three girls wellediin a
Sunday School. But this was later in that invedtan.
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Oh okay.

And | also had Mlburn, which was on my dedkis also was
after the fact. Mlburn being the killing of thevitirights workers.

The civil rights workers.

Yeah, in Philadelphia.

Yeah.

Philadelphia, Mississippi.

Mississippi, yeah.

But |, as an investigator, | never really wasolved.

Yeah okay, okay. We discussed the Clpirttgorogram.

Some of the complaints about the Department dfciysiumped
many other complaints of the FBI or about, to Mell&y and then

Mr. Kelley called you in. You and the InspectidgafShad to
resolve.

It was not the Inspection staff.
Oh no, okay.

In fact, | had that, | use the word dumpedranbecause the
Inspection staff submitted a report over Callahaigsature,
Callahan being at that time the Associate Direofdhe FBI,
which sort of whitewashed some of these thingscidzslly, this
caused all kinds of problems at the Departmentsfide. They
came over and | think had threatened that they weireg to send
their own inspection staff in there to do the jagknd | think
Kelley persuaded them that he would take it ouheflnspection
Division and give it to an independent group agotl elected.
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And the DEA, looking into the possiblerger of DEA and FBI,
that was interesting. | was reviewing that laghniabout the 90
days, how you were able, you and your staff wete &bcome up
with recommendations on that in such a short time.

Oh yeah. I'm sure that | made this commeédar findings were
not popular with either the Attorney General or Bheector of the
FBI. They both sorta thought that the FBI shoelpdlace DEA and
take over their investigative responsibilities.

Yeah.
But, and those controversies are existing ¢veay.

Oh even till this day, and | know that wuthe field, and | think
about that time, | don’t know, that was '77 or sevhere in there.

Yeah, that's about right.

| was in Mexico and | know that was atoigic of discussion
among the Agents, and we were all of the opinianwve don’t
want them to merge, please tell us.

Yeah, right. Well the cultures at the timereveo different that it
was extremely difficult to meld these two togethathout
eliminating one.

Of course not, yeah, of course not. yoh,were also in the
Bureau at the time that, and | know that theref®ptndividuals
that are more familiar with the Church and Pike outtee results.
But in your mind, if you could, you went througtattera, and |
was wondering if you might discuss what, how tingbacted on
you at the time, you were back here at Headquaatdfsat time.

Well the Pike, well both of those committetb®y sort of
separated. The results were sort of separatecebattihhe so-called
security aspects and the other things.

Yeah, the criminal act.
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And the Cointelpro complaints were the segluagipect. But there
were a whole bunch of miscellaneous accusationshadame out,
most of which had to do with complaints about Jy&dHoover.
Most of these were miscellaneous kind of things tiaane up.

And, as an example, the U. S. Recording thingallaged to be a
bribery complaint where John Moore, who was theAssistant
to the Director, was supposedly getting paid offjitee this fellow
contracts, non-biddable contracts, to the U. SoRkieg Company
to give sound equipment to the FBI. This was nao#.t These
kinds of complaints were all bundled together. tEhahat | was
asked to look into when they formed this specialigrto look at
the U. S. Recording. All of that material came olthose
committees.

Yeah.

The committees, when they finally went oubainess, dumped
these miscellaneous complaints back into the Deysant and told
them to do something about them, and that's haesitlted in this
unending investigation. Wild.

Oh okay.

Wild. But the effects of those activitiestbbse people in these
committees are being felt in both the CIA and tBeé teday.

Of course.

And these recent findings of this stellar cassion are coming
out now criticizing the FBI for not being more aggsive in
gathering domestic intelligence. Whatever failitigsy find there,
a lot of them can be directly attributed to thoge tommittees and
the resulting guidelines the Attorney Generalsqruthe FBI and
the CIA after that time, which severely limited ithactions.

Yeah, right, right. That's amazing. T®avhat, 30 years later
that, more than 30 years later, is being impactdaow the SIS

of course was before your time. But do you knovamything of
it?
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No, in fact, no, when | think back on that,esi went through
training school in 1948, one of the major instrustihere taught us
about the manual of rules and regulations and tweual of
instructions. | don’t even know where those masstll exist.

Yeah, the MIOG and the MAOP.

But he, and | can’t remember his name, butdeejust returned
from duty as an SIS Agent in South America. Hendithlk about
it. I don’t remember anybody talking about it. dther words, you
know, that was before and during World War 1.

Right.

And this is now after World War Il, everybodsanted to get on
with it, you know.

| think a lot of it was so hush-hush té@mr so many years.
Exactly right.

That nothing’s ever really been writtdouat it, and that's what
we’re trying to do is to come up with more of thaksmgs. Did

you want to add anything else?

No, | don’t even know what | said. | mightmtdo retract some
things.

No, I don't think so. You kind of wendwin your history which
was very good. | just caught a couple of thingd ttwanted to
clarify. Your task force that Kelley asked youféom up to pursue
all those miscellaneous complaints and stuff, bybvil don’t have
anything else to add?
| don’t think | do Stan.

Okay, okay.
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| wish |1 did, but | don't.
Okay. Well | appreciate your time, arslmow 11:06.
Good, thank you.

Okay, thank you.
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