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by Peter J. Barnes, Jr. (1954-80)

W ith all the coverage of the U.S. Olympic team’s
glories and disappointments, does anyone

remember the Flying G-Man, Horace Ashenfelter of
Glen Ridge, NJ? 

Ash would get up early and run the streets of Glen
Ridge preparing for the 1952 Olympics in Helsinki,
Finland. He would work out before reporting for duty as
an FBI Special Agent in Newark, and he would resume
training following his workday. 

They tell of a Glen Ridge woman calling police early
one morning to report a man running in his underwear.
It was Ash in his white workout shorts. During FBI
firearms training days, when other Agents were eating
lunch, Ash was running.

For Ash and other
Olympic athletes of that era,
there was no year-round work-
out site in Colorado Springs or
all-day skating at the Montclair
University ice rink or concern
about multimillion-dollar
endorsements if they won a
gold medal. They were proud to represent the U.S. 

Ash made history by beating the Russian Vladimir Kazantsev to win the gold in the
steeplechase. Following his victory, Ash did what many other Olympians did then — he
returned to his job. Those were the days!  !

Editor’s Note: This article was originally printed in the Star Ledger on March 5, 2006 in
Newark, NJ.
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Flying G-Man Did Jersey Proud 

!  Horace Ashenfelter beating Russian Vladimir Kazantsev for
the Gold in the 1952 Olympics in Helsinki, Finland.

!  Horace Ashenfelter.

Photo Identifications:

Shown on the front cover is the Brooklyn Bridge,
copyright Jeff Greenberg/NYC & Company, Inc.;
inside front cover are Mia Haunhorst with Bron
and Christa Mogenis. Mia is from the town of
Hartenstein in Bavaria, and she has been a friend
of the Mogenis family since his Legat days in Bonn
in the late 1970s; inside back cover theater
programs provided by Katie Connelly of Broadway
Inbound; the back cover photos used courtesy of
the Virgina Beach Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Remember the two 2006 Tri-
Regionals
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