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E. Avery Rollins/

AR:

Today is to record Ralph’s memories and thé loistory for the Oral History
Foundation of the Society of the Former Specialmg®f the FBI.

In regard to that, Ralph, you agree that the caateam we have here today you
give the exclusive rights of the interview to thgl Foundation for use by
scholars for future research on the FBI; the purdmeng to determine what it
was like to be an FBI Agent during the term of yoareer.

Now while we were sitting here and | was gettinguge you were telling me
about some work you did on the Communist Party-Ug&t’s go ahead and go
back over that story again. You said you weregagsl to New York?

Ralph N. Butler/RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

The New York Office and then it was kind of odBhe ASAC of the Criminal
Division was former ASAC in Birmingham that | knew

What was his name?
Alton Bryant.
Okay.

Called him Al Bryant. | think he retired aneétmt to Tampa to work for the phone
company down there.

But while I was in New York, they always put thewmguys on the Applicant
Squad and the SGE Squad so | had to work thosewidnile and then | went
down and worked with Al on the Hijacking Squachad a supervisor by the
name of Joe Gamhleloe later became the SAC of the Birmingham Offiben |
was in Birmingham.

Now what year would have this been?
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RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

This was in 1957 in New York. | stayed up thésr about 6% years and worked
the airports. Kennedy Airport for a long time ases there.

Then | got up in SUTECH and we were doing all éhngpes of telephone taps
and microphone installations. Of course, all appbbefore we would touch
them. | would never go out on any project exceurvey to see if we could do
a job and what kind of problems we might expectrmounter.

When you say SUTECH that was a separate squteiNew York Office?

Separate squad. That's right. It was off tgno everybody except for the
employees up there.

The responsibility of those employees and agyassigned to SUTECH was
what?

Well, SUTECH, we had all the equipment up tHere¢he monitoring of the
telephone taps and the microphone installatiorigeeyWwould be interested in
those so we would have all that monitoring, anchae to maintain the
equipment to see that it was operating properlfycddrse we repaired our own
equipment. We didn’t send it out for repairs oytaimg of the sort like that.

So while | was there we had to go in and out sohmlike the Communist Party
Headquarters there, because they used an oldybaftke battery was, to give
you some idea, was like a 3x5 box or 3x5 card awhg to hide that thing. And
then it didn’t last but about a week so you hadddack and change it again.

This just increased the possibility of discoveryetting caught. So we wanted
to get something smaller or a change. So | knésvfetiow by the name of
Walter Vianella. He was the radio technician apdrator. He was in SUTECH
with us because his radio part was in SUTECH.

| told Walter that | would like to have a devidat we could take and make us a
little box say 3x5 or 3x6, whatever is necess@wy one end you would have the
AC current and on the other side you'd come outyandwould have the 9-volt
DC current. That was what we were using to opdahasetype of equipment.

Because our equipment used an old battery to tgpttr@a microphones. The
audio was transmitted to the office where it wasitowed. He said sure he could
do that. So essentially what we designed and fatledvs the same principle you
have now when you plug in your cell phone. Yougglun. Itis much more
miniaturized now.
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AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

I went out on Canal Street and bought the gartd. Came back and we put it
together. Then I hooked it up on an installatioext § had and ran it for about four
months | guess or thereabouts and never had abjepravhat so ever.

Then | wrote a letter to the Bureau, the Labosa&ection, and sent them a copy
of my diagram. Roger Schwantzas one of the fellas in the Lab. He wrote a
letter back and said it wouldn’t work. The sineveand this sort of stuff was not
proper. But | thought he was way off base becabisel been working it for four
months. You can take and put your instrumentsnyrkand of piece of
equipment and come up with a variety of conclustmuitsyou have to put it in use
and get the results.

What was Schwartz’s first name?

Roger?

Roger.

Roger Schwartz. But then | was talking toleafback during the convention,
regional convention that they had in Charlestonjt®&arolina. I've known him
for many many years too. He knew Roger much b#tter | did because he
worked with him. He said that was not an uncomnmamg. The Bureau just
could not stand somebody else coming up with somgthat they hadn’t
thought of.

So that is how that one went by the wayside. $tigot the original drawing
somewhere in the house. It is just on a little Biee of paper.

Do you remember approximately where that ComistuParty-USA office was
located?

No, except it was just downtown.

Downtown Manhattan?

Right in Manhattan, yes.

Well that was such a good story that | wanteddntinue it. What we normally
do when we do one of these interviews is get le lithckground about the person

being interviewed.

Ralph, where were you born and what was your ofabérth?
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AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

| was born in Boaz, Alabama. That's in Mars@Galnty about 60 miles north or
so of Birmingham. | was born on October 3, 1922.

Tell us about your family. How many brotherglssisters did you have?

I had two brothers, well | had three, but oasged away when he was quite

small. | was too small to remember what causedié&édh. | had two sisters.

One of them passed away of spinal meningitis anatingr sister is a doctor’s
wife. He passed away right after my wife did int@er of 2004.

She’s still living in Huntsville, Alabama so | steem frequently. My mother, my
dad and my two brothers that were living are allggol am the last one in the
family, well my sister and |.

| left after | finished one year of college at deJunior College there in Boaz. |
came to Birmingham and decided to get a job. |ddlied as a clerk for the
Bureau but | was waiting. As we know now all tlyeiats haven't had to work
the Applicant Squad but you apply and it takes som@s several months before
you ever hear anything. | was aware of that bexauscousin was a secretary in
the Birmingham Office. She would tell me thatsitgoing to take a while.

The old fella that interviewed me was Henry Snd#enry was quite a fella. He
was one that got shot with bird shot when the Me&k&agang was out in Kansas.
Later we became the best of friends when | got ba&irmingham.

| was told, and | have no reason to doubt it, Heiry got transferred to
Birmingham as a result of his injury. 1 think haswriginally from Tuscaloosa.
Mr. Hoover had put a note in his file that no didiciary action, no action
whatsoever, would ever befall Henry Snow unlesditiet. It would have to be
with his permission.

That'’s interesting. | have never heard anygHike that before.

Mr. Hoover apparently was quite fond of Henkyenry died a few years back,
and he still had some of that bird shot in him.

So did you take a job before going with the FBI
Yes. It was kind of an odd quirk too becausarhe to Birmingham and was

staying with my aunt out in Woodlawn. Right acrtss street was a family, and
they had a boy about my age and we kind of chumenednd together.



Ralph N. Butler
July 11, 2008
Page 5

RB:

AR:
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Anyway | went to every place | could think dfooked in the paper and went
places, even the service station, to get a jokerdjust weren’t any jobs
available.

So | went down one day to a place called Avondils, and they had a big
foundry and other types of operations there. Thage gears and pulleys for, |
guess, the military and all the other sources] Bent down there to get a job.

This fella would come out of his door facing theest every morning. He was
from personnel and he would say “Any molders indheup?” Well, no, there
weren’t any molders in the group.

This went on for three or four days and all he aslgng for was molders. |
didn’t know what a molder was, but | decided, mihgaf that rascal comes out
one more time and asks for molders, | am goingetorke. | worked with my Dad
in his machine shop there in Boaz for many years figured well | can pick it
up pretty fast whatever it is.

Sure enough the next day | went and they comamdisaid, “Any molders?”
Nobody said a thing and | said, “I'm a molder.” efguy took me in,
fingerprinted me and did all this sort of stuff aheén he called the foreman over
and he was the guy who lived right across the sfresn me. He said, “Ralph
what did you tell them?”

| said, “Mr. Standard, | told them | was a molder.

He said, “Well do you know anything about it?”

| said, “No, sir, but if you show what you want teedo, I'll do it.”

Well, | did, and | did quite well there until | gthe letter from the Bureau. | think
| have that original letter. Let me look here jastecond. There are two places

there where they reference this trial that we géil into later.

Ralph is talking about a book entitled, “Untilstice Rolls Down” by Frank
Sikora, the Birmingham Church Bombing Case.

| stayed there at the Foundry and did quitd;welver worked so hard in my life.
We would make these molds and then we would hapeto them. They would
come around with a huge ladle full of this white lon, and they poured it in
your ladle, and then you would have to go pourthieg.
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RB:  When you poured one of the molds, you had td deal slow and real even.
Because if you didn’t the sand would get in theré gou would have a blemish
on it and you would have to throw it away. | digite well though. | was bound
and determined | was gonna do it.

AR: When was it that you got your appointment t® Bureau?

RB: | believe it was the first week of July of 194Then | went to the file section.

AR: So you were employed as a clerk, not as antagen

RB: No, | was employed as a clerk.

AR: Was that in the Birmingham Office? Or was tabHeadquarters?

RB: | was interviewed in Birmingham and then theifred me by telegram and then
| went to Headquarters, Washington, D.C. That thedirst time | had ever been
away from home to amount to anything.

AR: So you were assigned and working in Washingi@.,. then, is that right?

RB: Yes. Inthe file section. A fella by the nanfdPatterson, and | had an interesting

encounter with some of the folks there. We callied Pat Patterson. He was the
agent in charge of the file section.

| worked the 3 to 11 shift. | had preference Hrereason | did that was because
we were only making $1,260 per year and had touite thrifty to get by on that.
| chose the 3 to 11 shift.

Then when the war broke out, then they calledlus and wanted us to put in a
whole lot of overtime. Of course they didn’'t payedime back then. | had to put
in a lot of overtime. That would be our contriloutil guess to the war effort since
we were not in the service at the time.

The two room mates | had worked the day shiftwBen they asked about this, |
just got up and went to work. | was working twdaftsh day and night shifts.

That went on for about three weeks. And | justggpwore out, | didn’t get to
work one morning until about 9:00. Then Mr. Pater called me in and began to
give me a speech about dedication to duty andtpyalthe government, coming
in late. Why was | late?

| said, “I'm not late Mr. Patterson.”
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RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

He said, “Well right here is the register thays you signed in at 9:00.”
| said, “That’s true but | am not late.” “Why'kat?”

| said, “I've been working two shifts. I'm workgnthe evening shift. | don’t
work the day shift but | put in the day shift forestime that you asked about.”

“I don't believe it,” he says. So finally he aadl his secretary and said, “Get me
the registers.” So she did. “See what shift thug is assigned to.” When he
found out he couldn’t apologize enough. He toldtsmgo home and don’t come
back until 3:00.

How long did you work there before you wenbitihe service?
| worked there from July '41 to November '42.
What happened in November '427?

Well there was a fellow by the name of RufusrilVaRufus was roommates with
another guy in these John Paul Jones apartmergswahé good friends there.
Do you remember Glen Trusty, ever heard of him?

Oh yeah.

Glen and what was this other guy’s name. Hg wahe Memphis Office, | think,
when he retired. Anyway Rufus and | decided thatetter resign and come
back home and enlist because, if we didn’'t, we Wadt drafted and then all we
would be is in the infantry.

He didn’t care for that as he wanted to be indindorce as a pilot. So he came
back and of course we both did. Then | hadn’t thé@m him in so many years
and one day | called Columbus, Mississippi andhgohumber. He had been in
the air force but he cracked up a plane in traisimghey put him on as a tail
gunner.

Anyway | came on down and went to enlist and lldot find anything in the
Army, Navy, Marines or anything that really intebme. At that time | was too
young to get in the military without parent’s pession. So | went to the Air
Force, and | told them | knew the code but | didvd@tve a lot of speed.

| enlisted in the Air Force and never had the filsy of basic training, never fired
a gun until I was overseas, and then | fired ac&lilber machine gun on the bow
of a boat.
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AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

AR:

RB:

First | went to Smyrna, Tennessee and | wastabout a month or six weeks and
we would practice sending to each other there.t'Fhaout all it amounted to.
Then | got transferred to New Orleans, and theoairpad a building out there

that we were in with the military.

Let me back up just a little bit. Before warseéd the formal interview, you had
told me that you learned telegraphy while workingthe railroad, is that right?

No.

So that was the way that you were able torgetthe Air Force, or | guess it was
the Army Air Corps, actually is what we are talkialgout because of your skill
using the telegraph.

So you learned your telegraphy skills with théroaid.

Well, no. That was after | went into the seevi | had just learned it as a kid
because | used to make these little what they aty whiskers receivers and use
ear phones for it. Then we would make our callh different frequencies,
different levels of frequency, and | would make awn calls so | would just have
a multitude of stations | could get.

| fiddled with that radio and that sort of stuffcathen I just got where | got into
the code, learned the code, and then | could trémesit. | know it when |
transcribe it. | just didn’t have that much preetwith the key and sending.

Let me ask you this. You said that you weemgferred and assigned to a base in
New Orleans and then where did you go after that?

When | got there, | was a private. Hadn’t bt#eere, oh four months, until they
came out with a directive, if you call Montgomewhich was our regional
control office, they would send you the test over tadio network and you were
supposed to copy it and then send it back to th€hey graded it. If you passed
they would make you Corporal; if you could send esxkive 20 words a minute.

I was on duty when they sent that thing in so 1 jusnediately called them back
and said give me the test. | typed it out and tlidive any problem and sent it
back.

The guy said, “Well, you passed.” | made Corpotdiadn’t been in very long.
| guess it was about 3 to 6 months later they came@nd said if you could send
and receive 25. So | called and got that. | warg&nt within about seven
months after | got in because of that.
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Then | got transferred to Asheville, North Qara which was headquarters for
Communications and Weather Wing. They were difgrgj a lot of the agencies
during the war. They took over the city builditgte. If you could type, send
and receive the 25 words a minute, and type 55 svanaiinute then they would
send you to that school. | didn’t apply for iteyhjust up and sent me.

So | got there and went through that. | didntdnany problem with that. That's
where | met my wife, future wife. | wasn’t thdsat probably six weeks or two
months at the most.

Then | got sent to Presque Isle, Maine. Whilé@tad in Presque Isle, Maine,
waiting to be shipped overseas, we were in trangitdidn’t know where we were
going. All personnel was treated the same, regasdbf rank.

I had KP duty with a Master Sergeant who had twentt years service and was
on his second tour of duty in Greenland. The lokgavere across the street from
the permanent mess hall. The food they servedpeetin transit was terrible.
Since we were confined to the base, we had tdhesafdod or do without. One of
the cooks in our barracks shipped out and | gobaik. | found his chef’s hat
under his pillow but didn’t tell anyone. | devisaglan to go into the mess hall
and get something good to eat. One night, | watkeitie rear entrance of the
mess hall wearing the chef’'s hat. A PFC was pgeglotatoes, just inside the
back door, and asked who | was? | told him | was af the cooks and | was
coming by to eat before going to bed. | cookedetfys steak and some potatoes.
I had some milk and replaced what | drank with wateaving prepared a great
meal and thoroughly enjoying it, | returned to Haracks for a good night’s rest.

The next day | began to hear rumors that someod@diden into the mess hall
and eaten a steak and retuned a watered down adnwoitk to the refrigerator.
Everyone was complaining about the milk.

| watched and waited for another chance to gogmtbss hall and dine again on
good food. | was lucky to have that opportunityesal more times before | was
shipped out. No one ever discovered the mysteni.co

That was to be the POE and later they shippetbost. Johns, Newfoundland.
From there we got a boat to Greenland. We didmivkwhere we were going
until we got there.
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That is where | first fired a shot when | waghe military. The Major that was
on the boat in charge of our group and | didn’twrfom before we got on the
boat. Anyway he called me and said, “I want youlmbow of the boat on the
gun, this .50-caliber machine gun, because we’neggap and they have German
subs out in that area. | want you on that an hefore day light and you will be
an hour or so before dark.”

| said, “Major, I've never fired a gun with the litary.”

He said, “It doesn’t make any difference. Weflbs/ you how.”

So we went up and | said, “What are we going tu sit?”

You could see a big ice berg before we got treodye said, “Shoot that ice berg.”
| did that until we got up there. Wasn't long brefave got transferred from the
main base down to an island they called Semitale Semitak was the first sight

of land as you are going up the North Atlantic te&hland.

| asked the Major, “What in the world am | goimgSemitak for? Maybe | don’t
want to go.”

He said, “Son, you don’t have any choice. | ageang you to go.”
| said, “Okay.”

| went down there and | said, “What am | goingltothen?”

He said, “You're acting First Sergeant.”

So | went to Semitak. | was a Staff Sergeant grehActing First Sergeant for
the rest of the time | was down there. When hadij the First Lieutenant who
was in charge of the twenty-six men we had dowtherisland was a guy by the
name of Bill SpearsBill left shortly after | got there because he Imggltime in.
You only stay eighteen months in Greenland for the@asons.

Bill came back to the States, and | hadn’t seemdince except when | got back
to Birmingham in the late ‘40s. | think about 1948nyway | decided | would
go out to the old Hayes Air Craft, which was outret airport and enlist in the
Air Force Reserve, because | needed the extra maiveyweren’t making a
whole lot of money back then. Agents were only mgk$5,500 per year.

So | go out there and asked the guy, | said, “Wleethe Air Force Reserve
office?”

10
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RB: He told me and | went in. This guy is kindi@dning over like this on his desk.
He looked up and there was Bill Spears, the saryé gad in Greenland, the
Lieutenant. Bill said, “Well what in the world ayeu doing Ralph?”

| said, “I'm looking to see if there are any spotssacancies here. | thought |
would enlist.”

He said, “I've got a Master Sergeant spot. You ltave it.”

So | took that. | stayed there, | think it wagefto six months, and he called me
in and said, “Hey they are having interviews iroame of weeks for field
commissions. Why don’t you go sign up for that?”

| said, “I don’t want that thing. | wouldn’t pagsiyway.”

He said, “Well, you’'ve got nothing to lose. Ifyydon’t pass, you've still got
your Master Sergeant. You haven’t lost anything.”

So | said, “Okay. I'lltry it then.” So | wenbtthe test site and there must have
been twenty or twenty-five men there. | think therere nine or ten that passed.
| was one of the guys who got promoted to Secoedtenant. I've just been
blessed from the word go; seems like every timerigd around, | get a good
boost.

AR: Well, let’s talk about when you eventually erie the FBI as a Special Agent and
what the events were that lead to that.

RB:  Well, I had, back during that period of timeuyhad to have a law degree or
accounting degree to get into the Bureau. We dichave any female agents
back then at that time. So | got transferred torBBigham after | came back from
San Juan. Well now, that’s another story.

AR: Let’s back up. Let’s get the San Juan stdrgt’s try to do it chronologically.

RB: You want to go back to San Juan?

AR: Yes. Did you go back into the Bureau as akcégyain?

RB: Yes. When | came back out of the service | wa# North Carolina so | went to
the office there and applied again. They sentorddbile.

11
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AR:

RB:

When | went to Mobile as a clerk, this was @41 | believe, they did not have the
schooling that | was looking for because | wantefirtish my pre-law and go on
to law school. | asked for a transfer to Knoxvidkecause | could go to the
University of Tennessee. | got the transfer andtwe the Knoxville Office
working there as a clerk. Back then you just lacltee office at midnight. They
would open the next morning at 8:00.

| was working that late shift where | had to lagkthe office at night and that sort
of thing. During the day time | would work fromethime | got there | would start
working in the chief clerk’s office. Then thereadella there by the name of Jack
Bledsoe. I've got Jack’s picture here some plalieere’s Jack. He is deceased
now.

Jack was the radio technician operator thereeatithe. He was also the liaison
courier between the office and Oak Ridge. So hegeeng back and forth out
there quite often, well every day. He would failget back in time to make his
daily contact in the afternoon with HeadquartergMashington.

When he didn’t get back, | didn’t say anythingatoybody. | just got up and went
in and closed the door to the radio room and | kieédcontact for him.

Well | did that for | guess two or three weeksrmare and you know you get to
where you can recognize the guy who it is by thg thiay send, the rhythm and
that sort of stuff.

So one day the guy came back and gave me a QWhahdeans, “Who are
you?” So you give them your initials. The boslethme in and says, “What's
this?” He gave me a letter from the Bureau whal $ell Ralph Butler to stay
off the air and send in his qualifications.

So by gosh | said, “Okay.” Ray Abbatia@s SAC and he wanted to know what
I had been doing. | told him | had been holdingk}acontact there when he
didn’t make it back.

What's Ray’s last name?

Abbatico. So anyway that went on and aftey tioeédd me to stay off, it wasn’t
three weeks had past until he called me in agaihhanded me a letter. They
were transferring me to San Juan, Puerto Ricoradia operator.

| never had any training with the Bureau. No inagh | walked into the office in
San Juan and Al Slinker was the SAC and he camiedown and opened the
door and said, “There’s the radio room.” | justniven and fired up the
transmitter. | called the Bureau.

12
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RB: 1did this over in Greenland when | was radi@i@tor over there and later
supervisor of the group | had there, as acting Besgeant in Greenland. | knew
what | was doing. That is how | got into that.
Then later on when | was in San Juan, | had étenpain in my right side. The
doctor down there just couldn’t figure out whatveis. They starved me to death
on a bland diet of mashed potatoes and stuff hiké t Finally the doctor told me,
“You are going to have to go back to the Statesgatdreatment because | don't
know what it is.”
So we notified the Bureau and | went back to Wagton. When | got back to
Washington, | went to the doctor. The doctor sdibgelieve you have got
appendicitis.” And says, “Are you a veteran?”
| said, “Yes, sir.”
“Well go to the Veteran’s Hospital. Don’t wasteuwy money paying me. Go to
the Veteran’s Hospital.”
| go there and they didn’t have any beds so takyrte to go to Bethesda Naval
Hospital. | took off out there still just hurtidigge heck. Got out there and they
asked me what'’s your problem. | said, “They tolel nhave appendicitis.” Boy,
they just jumped up and down. “Why didn’'t you say?”
“Well | don’t know what all these other guys ifit of me got. They might have
heart problems.” Anyway they took me in, put thi#le old gown on me and
next thing | know there are three or four doctaskipg on me; first one thing and
then the other. The nurse comes and says, “Nowt dmve. Stay right where
you are. They are going to be down in 15 minuteswee are going to take you
up and operate on you.”
That thing was about to bust. They caught itijusime. Then after | got over
that they transferred me to Birmingham as a ragierator. | did that and went to
law school full time at night and fulfilled my oktion to the Air Force Reserve
by going out there every other weekend or so.

AR: Allright. Let me ask you this. Had you gettearried in the mean time?

RB: Oh yeah, when | came back from Greenland.liébe it was in May of '45. It
was after Japan surrendered. | went to Ashewuiltegot married in August.

AR: What was your wife’s name?

RB: Edith Haroldine Blackwell.

13



Ralph N. Butler

July 11, 2008

Page 14

AR:  And you were married to her for how long?

RB: Fifty-nine years before she passed away witttea

AR: In 2004, did you say?

RB: On October 20, 2004.

AR: Let’s go back to you being in Birmingham andiyaompleted law school.

RB: Completed law school and got my LLB back thdimat was in '54 and then in
March of '55, | went to the Bureau Training School.

AR: New Agents Training?

RB: New Agents Training School.

AR: How many agents were in your New Agents Tragnioho you remember?

RB: No. Don’t remember the exact number. We hatec few. In fact | had a
photograph of all of them but I didn’t have the t§ who they were.

AR: |see, | see.

RB: They wouldn’t put it in the thing without hagrhe identity of who they were.

AR: What was New Agents Training like?

RB:  Well it was quite interesting. | kind of hatetupper hand on some of the guys
that were there because | had been in the Burebungo And when | was in the
Knoxville Office, | used to go out with Frank Aldendis brother, Scott, was the
SAC there for a while.

AR:  What was his name?

RB: Alden (ALDEN). Frank Alden was the Firearmstiictor. So | used to go out to

the range. Sometimes you would have to mow gragshof this, that and the
other. But I got to shoot the weapons out th@reat was fascinating to me. |
always wanted to be an agent though. That is veéayd, “Doggone it, | was
going to stay with it until I did.”
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RB: That's where | kind of got used to the weapohken when | got to the
Birmingham Office and every cock eyed inspectiaat the would have, the boss
would call me in and | would have to go clean evguy in that vault. Back then
those old Thompson sub-machine guns, you would teaget a bucket of soapy
water and run that rod up and down that thing uhélbarrel got hot to clean it.
| told the boss, he was from Mississippi, Juliapéz, was the SAC. He was not
a very big fella but he sure could get your attamtiHe would call me in and say,
“You've got to clean this up now. We are havingmspection.”
| would say, “Well boss, | am not an agent.”

He’'d said, “You don’t have to tell me. | know tha

| said, “Well | thought the agents cleaned thegytineir own guns.”
“Well that is beside the point. | am telling ytudo it.”

So by golly. Then he would come back and check it

AR: That was in the Birmingham Office?

RB: Birmingham Office. That was during the timatlyou take, our recorders were
like victrolas, these old crank record players theg to have, crank up type. That
was what we recorded on back in those days. Tedl@evould cut a little grove,
we had a blank platter. You would cut a little@ve in that and you had a paint
brush. Very loose bristle and you would brush dtatf off. Now that’s how far
back I go.

AR: Let’s get back to training school. Did all thgents complete training?

RB: No, not all of them.

One of them | remember very clearly. They madeiy clear that you did not
take your weapon or any ammunition above the basgmpstairs. You could go
downstairs and a lot of us did it. You'd go dowrddhey would have the red
handled guns and the firing pins were supposediiesr off and you could stop
there.

They had a huge mirror that must been about a8/ ,&xige mirror. You could

stand there and practicing drawing and hip shoamdall this sort of stuff. You
could kind of get an idea of what you may be doing.
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This fella, well all of us had gone out on thege that day, and he came back and
I think he had an extra round or two in his podehe didn’t take it and clean it
out. He goes down, he is going to practice drawing loading.

He’'d load so when he had just the brass no powdielad on the end of the
bullet. He would take and just reach in his pocket load them up in his
weapon. Well he loaded this live round in thelde didn't realize it.

Apparently there was enough of that firing pintbere that hit it and it went off.
That old mirror just disintegrated. They heardgstairs. | didn’t know about it
until the next morning, | asked about where’s @dad so. Oh, he went home
last night about midnight. They didn’t waste aimye. They packed his duds and
told him goodbye.

Do you remember his name?
No, sir.

You know we had our own gun smith down there stRime | went out on the
range and shot that PPC, | shot in the low to id 8nd that didn’t suit me at
all. 1 knew | could shoot better than that.

So | went to the gun smith down there and | s&idok, the grip on this gun (I
had a Colt), the grip on this gun is just not cort#ble. | can shoot better than
that. How about putting me a different grip orstbne?”

He said, “No. | can’'t do that. But I'll tell yow take this Smith. It's got a little
different cut.” The Colts got a little rounded pan it and the other one has little
different cut on it with a grip adapter on it.

So | took it out and the first time | shot the 8nlishot in the upper 90’s and then
when [ finally got back to the Birmingham Officegsh, let’s see in '64, | came
back from New York, and | shot my possiblee(fect score on the range

Oh good.

Let’s see | had, there’s my possible.

Alright, when you completed training school, attwas your first assignment as
an agent?

First assignment was St. Louis, Missouri. Bg way that was kind of interesting

because the same SAC | had in Birmingham whert tdajo to training school
was Ralph Milnes. He was SAC in St. Louis.
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So | got there and was assigned to work witbhdRoHaney. His dad was a
former SAC as | understand it. Anyway | was wogkimith Bob. As you know
they always take around the new agents, carry toemmd, and introduce them
around to the police departments, sheriff's ofcel courts and that sort of stuff;
a little of how to get around during the day.

| always had a suspicion that they were kind aflgrg us to see how we would
work. Any how | worked with Bob, and we got alomqgjte well. One evening he
called me and said, “Ralph, we’ve got to work tdnigy

| said, “Well what are we going to do?”
He said, “Just meet me at the office. I'll tedluyabout it then.”

So | called the wife and told her | was going ¢éol&te. “I don’t know what |
doing but I'm going to be late tonight.”

Well | got there, and Bob says, “I want you tovgth me. We are going to this
hotel to meet with the captain of the Mafia hekdy informant is going to
introduce us to him. We are going to be two hihroat of Cincinnati, Ohio.”
That'’s all he told me.

| said, “Okay.”
So we go into the dining room and this big oldfédla, |1 guess he was Italian,
was sitting there and this other body guard | sgpmitting beside him and the

informant sitting on the other side. | was sittaggoss the table from him and
Bob was sitting next to me.

So everything was going quite well until the oldmrsays, “We should not be
talking so freely. You guys could be FBI.”

Me and Bob just cussed the FBI, got out of that kwow. “We would like to put
one of them in our sights you know.” We beingrhén.

So anyway a few minutes later the old guy saidltHip. Wait a minute. Wait a
minute. Where’s our manners?” He calls this gdr and, man, she has got all
the curves and so forth in the right places, a atinactive gal.

He says, “Get these guys dates.”

Man, | slide down in the chair and | thought “Géfus isn’t in my job
description. | ain’t going out with them folksI"didn’t say anything.
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So she took her little book and she stayeatdifteen minutes and said,
“Everybody’s got dates that’s in my book.”

He said, “Well try that other little book, you kmg/ou had that other little book,
try that one.”

So I'm sitting there, “Lord, how am | going to gmit of this? | just can’'t do
this.”

So she goes out and she tries that second latk. bFinally she comes back and
says, “No, they've all got dates. But let me kritv next time you are coming
into town and we can set you up ahead of time.”

| said, “Thank you, Lord.”

Was this in a restaurant where you were mee@ting

Yeah, in a dining room of this hotel.

Do you remember the name of the capo that yereuwneeting, the Italian?

No, no. That was Bob’s informant. The capat the had there, | just remember
that fella. It may have been the guy that alsodathce out in Greenwood Lake,
New York.

This was one of the guys who had a house out.tieoeve go out there and I'm
making a survey to see what kind of installati@ould make. | always took just
like this tablecloth here, I'd put my tools insg if something happened | could
just fold it up and get the heck gone and don'véeany of my tools.

Well let’'s go back, finish your time in St. Lisu

Okay in St. Louis | use to go down to Rollassturi The agent down there
seemed to be out of town at the most inopportunedi Anyway they would
pick up a guy with a stolen car. The supervisothendesk | was working, the
squad | was working on, would call me on the raatid want you to go down to
Rolla. This would usually be late in the afternodriad never been there and
had never heard of it before.

| would have to get a map and then drive downethérwould be at night by the
time | would get there. By gosh come to find dlits one time | went down
there, there was a black boy. He was in his uppenties or there about and he
was in this jail. | swear this jail must have béle® one Jesse James was in. |
have never seen one like it before or after.
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RB: It had flat iron with brads in it instead okthods. It had a pot bellied stove in the
middle of the thing and then a couple of cells oe side or the other. The cord
wood was stacked up by the pot bellied stove feffitie.
The old fella who was the jailer there - as | 8ag was at nine or ten o’clock at
night that | am talking to this guy. So I tell tbkl jailer and he was every bit in
his mid 70’s, I'll go in there to interview him.nm not going to bring him out
here. They just had a little goose neck light.uYad to go outside the building
and bring him around to get him. | said, “No.h# gets a way, man I'll be gone.”
So I said, “I'll just go in there.”
He said, “You are not afraid?”
| said, “No sir.”
So | just left my weapon in his office and | wamthere talking to this fella and
wasn’t making too much head way except when | wtiagthere here come a
cock roach as long as your finger. | would stohmd tock roach. | did three or
four like that. They were coming from that cordoalan there. So this fella says,
“I'll make a deal with you.”
| said, “Well, fella, | don’t make deals becausioh’t have any authority to do
that and I’'m not going to lie to you and tell ydmIgoing to do this when | can’t
do it. What is it you want?”
He said, “If you'll get me out of here, them daragk roaches were all over me
last night. If you'll get me out of here, I'll tefou anything you want.”
So | said, “Okay. | can do that. Now it won’t tamight because I've got to
notify the marshal and he will come and get youdomow. What time | don’t
know but he’ll get you tomorrow. | can arrangettpart.”
He said, “Okay.” | got a signed statement fromm laind everything else. |
thought | ought to bag me up some of those cockhembecause that was a good
way to conduct an interview.

AR: How long were you in the St. Louis Office?

RB: Less than a year. |gottransferred to NewkYor

AR: Where were you assigned?
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RB: When I first got to New York, | was assignedhe Applicant Squad and then the
SGE Squad.

AR: What does SGE stand for?

RB:  Security Government Employees Investigatiofisen | went down to the
Hijacking Squad. That's where they hijack truckthnwioads of anything that they
can get.

AR: About what year would that have been?

RB: 1957 or 1958. |was there from '57, | was éhvice. The first time | went up
there | could not find a place to live. | askedrthabout where should | look. |
didn’t know anything about New York and how to ritie subway or the bus.
They said, “Get thé&lew York Time% | said, “I've got that but I'll tell you it was
just pitiful. 1 wouldn’t put my family in those gtes | could find.” I left. |
resigned and came back.

AR: Resigned from the Bureau?

RB: Resigned from the Bureau. They wouldn’t chamdecause normally you were

in your first office a year and a half. Heck | hadecuperated from the first
transfer until | got transferred up there.

Then | went back to North Carolina and workedmgaurance investigator.
Then | decided this ain’t for me. I'm going backthe Bureau. So | contacted
Scott Alden who was SAC over in Knoxville and werer and talked to him and
reapplied.

END OF DISC #1

AR:

RB:

AR:

This is a letter to you and your wife congratuig you on the birth of your
daughter, Mary Jane, dated November 10, 1954.

She is approaching that age now.

When we paused the interview, we were talkingut the fact that you did not
like working as an insurance investigator so youengwing to go back in '57 and

reapply.
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Went back to New York. They would not chang® iany other place so | went
back to New York. Fortunately, | was more aggness finding a place because
| asked one of the agents and they lived out ine@sén the Metropolitan
Gardens, | believe they called it, that some insceacompany owned. His wife
worked in the office there.

So | went out to see her and she had a list gblpesho wanted to take these and
we have to take them according to this. Well Itk@pand | just begged her and
said, “I've got to have a place.” | had the twadldten then. | could afford that
apartment and it was a good area. So she firgliyted and that is how | got an
apartment otherwise I'd have been up the creekhagai

Stayed up there again until 1964 and moved oRttckland County from Queens
because that's where a lot of people were movingbthe city up to New City.

When you left the Hijacking Squad?

Went to SUTECH.

Went to SUTECH. We talked a little bit abowd BECH.

One thing they had about SUTECH that | thodghould mention. John Malone
was the Assistant Director. He was the most urldslia. | got an incentive
award for a job, | don’t remember what particulesject | was on. Walter
Vianella and | had developed this little instrumtrat we used on this particular
job and it worked so well that we solved it and gmine good intelligence
information any way. And we got this incentive agkia

So Malone called us down and we were standingtfaere to face and the letter
said that it was a secret operation. Didn’'t exgbon it any more and that they
were worthy of award that usual wording there attdrik we got $300 a piece.
Mr. Malone said, “Ralph, what was that secret ptyé

| said, “I'm sorry Mr. Malone, | can’t tell yoult’s secret.”

Well old Vianella was almost bent over laughirde never asked me anymore.
Then he came down here when | was in Birminghaenr #ie 18 Street Baptist
Church bombing. He had me and Bob Womack who veas Pearl, Mississippi,
he retired down there.

Are you talking about Vianella or Malone?
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RB: No. | am talking about Bob Womack and me. B@ébmack was one of the old,

AR:

old sound agents. He had given that up thoughéutas driving around
showing Mr. Malone some potential projects thatwege going to have where
we would have to go in and make surveys.

While we were driving out to some of these plaaed | was sitting in the back
seat, Malone says, “Let me tell you about one ugew York.”

“This fella sure come up with a novel idea.” Besa people had gone out to the
Communist Party. One of the buildings they hadintite boondocks in New
York. | don't recall the specific area.

Anyway they had a building there and they hadyagtene. Well putting
something in the pay phone, a telephone tap, woalddbe any monumental task.
But you would have to have some place to monitoif iey couldn’t find out;
there were no buildings close by.

So they had sent two people out there from SUTBGH number of different
occasions over the years and nobody could figuratit Well, they called me in
and said, “We want you to go on out there by ydéirshist go on out there and
see what you can do.”

Well I went out and | looked at it and | thoughtlwethey can get in and get the
tap on that phone there, there is no problem witloaitoring place because up
the road was a field and a telephone pole wheielthe came through and it was
far enough away that it was not really, you coulde’e it well enough.

All you have to do is get you a mobile home oraélér and put right there on that
lot. We could pose as students from one of theges or something up there
since all the guys dressed up anyway.

| wrote that thing up and sent it in. Well thegpeoved it and apparently did it
because Malone was telling us about this. He $ayguy came up with the
novel idea of putting that mobile home or housgdraip out there and we put it
up and it worked well. 1 said, “Mr. Malone, do ykonow who wrote that memo?”
He said, “No.” | said, “I did and | can quote atrfyou if you would like.”

He said, “No, that is not necessary.” He tolddhiger let's go back to
Birmingham. | don’t need to see anymore or hegmeonte. This guy can handle
it.

You mention a term that people may not be feanivith, survey. What was a
‘survey’?
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Well, a survey is that you go out to the sitdwoilding that is the target so to
speak and then you’ve got to look for dependingvbether you are looking for
the telephone or mike, you've got to look and se® hre you going to get egress
into the place and what your security problem may How populated it is and
whether it is daylight hours or at night time, hawll is it lit? What are your
potential problems? Security was always the &ostsideration.

Then, if you can get in the place, that’s fineouYcan do the work. It's getting in.
We had people there in SUTECH that could make acaesilable.

Give you an example of one that was down righbbfPark Avenue some place, |
believe, any how they wanted into that buildingouknow Hoover was very
concerned about our weight back then. So theyngadthe three of them. They
got in the building, no problem. This building haduard and they were doing
their work.

It wasn’'t from SUTECH. This was from the secustyuad. | don’t know what
they were looking for. Anyway one of the guys lagdeart attack and he was the
fat guy.

This was an agent?

This is an agent. One of the agents had & h#tack. The other two were just
horrified. “How are we going to get out of hereldw are we going to get him to
the doctor and get past the guard?” They had ysipally carry him out of there.
They eventually got out. | thought that was a riemxample of the weight
standard. | never had any problem with the weight.

Do you know if the agent survived?

Oh, yeah. He survived, they got him out.

You were on the SUTECH for how long would yay?

Let’s see, I'd say, about between two and tlyeses.

Right. Okay. You left New York about 19647?

I left November 4, 1964 and | remember it quwil because it was my younger
daughter’s birthday and my wife has never forgiven | had to leave on the
birthday.

| suppose you transferred to Birmingham.
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RB: | was transferred to Birmingham to work on 1&® Street Baptist Church
bombing case.

AR: Before we get to that. Let’s back up a littie Was there anything else that
happened in New York that was memorable? Anythiag you can think of that
might be interesting to future historians?

RB: I'm trying to think of something.

AR: Who was the supervisor of SUTECH at that time?

RB:  Jim Hill.

Here is a photograph of the Hijacking Squad an&#hnt. Al Bryant is here.
There’s Al Bryant. He is the ASAC. Over here bistside is Harvey Foster. He
was the SAC and then round in there in the midgllloe Gamble. He was the
supervisor and later SAC here in Birmingham.

AR: Where are you in this photograph?

RB: That's me right there.

AR: There was the BStreet bombing in Birmingham

RB: That was in September of ‘63.

AR: Tell us what the bombing actually was. Whaittivas all about.

RB: They had been working on the case some timarééfgot here. As you know
they transfer in a number of agents from variodis@$ and have a special going
during these major case type activities. Theydithave what we call a sound
man back then. They did not have one in the offie¢ could handle the work.

AR: Okay. So a sound man is a technically traingeh&that can handle microphone
installations.

RB: Telephone.

AR: Telephone taps or anything having to do withembing.

RB: Recording and collecting of evidence.

AR: Tell us what the 18 Street bombing was.
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The Klan, they had already determined thatehegre four individuals probably
responsible for it. One of them passed away afnahtauses. They wanted to
get the information or evidence, on the otherghsy could prosecute them.

This was the bombing of the "1 treet Baptist Church which was an African-
American church in which four young black girls eékilled.

See there was no murder statute in the Feldavaland that kind of limited what
the Bureau could do at that time. Then it wastarmoaphere, as far as | could
determine after | got here, that you could notlyeanverse very much with local
law enforcement because you didn’t know which $ias were on.

You could go about your duties and so forth angdlé#e and professional, but if
you start asking too many questions then you doreldal. Word gets around.

After | got here. Well just a little side humbiere. Charlie Corbett. A guy out
of the Laboratory that | knew quite well. Chamvas down here and had been

here for some time. He could not leave until heageeplacement. So he called
me in New York and said, “Ralph, how would you likecome to Birmingham?’

Well | had known Charlie from going back and fotdtthe Lab a good bit and
then Charlie came up there on specials so | s@idafiie don’t pull my leg. You
know how | would feel about going back to Birmingih& He said, “I'm not
kidding you.” | said, “Okay. I'm ready.”

Well, it wasn’t just a matter of a very short tinadout a week or so, that | got the
transfer to Birmingham. So | got down here. Da yeant to go on to the case
itself?

Yes.

Got down here and we had Robert Blanton anddxswas Pop Blanton. Those
two was father and son. The son was in his tkirtiEhen we had Robert Cherry
and Dynamite Bob Chambliss and one other guy,H®ibther guy died. So we
had those. But Chambliss was convicted in statet &y prosecutor Bill Baxley.
That left these two to deal with then.

They wanted to get a microphone or telephonertdabd Blanton place which was
out on Princeton Avenue here in Birmingham. Sd& lould be with us and one
day we were driving by out there and there waga isi the front yard
“Apartment for Rent.”
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We had to make sure. All these guys who haxecm here and the agents that
were working the case, they couldn’t rent it beeathe old man used to come by
the office with his pad. He had a like a steno @ad write down all kinds of
descriptions of the cars and the tags and everytise. You had to be careful
about your activities.

The radio tech which was John Colvin. We called 8lim. We went out and
rented the place. | let John do most of that abtthing because | wanted to play
a low key and not cramp my style any more becauseld man was down by the
office. You never knew when you were driving dothe alley going up to our
parking deck, you would see him so much. | wantestay clear of those people.

Anyway we rented that place. Let’s see | havendmaes written down here so |
wouldn’t forget them. Jim McBride. Both of us waramed McBride. We were
two brothers, we were truck drivers, from Southb@ma. Colvin knew because
he came from that part of the country down arouedbpolis, that area. He
knew enough to get us by.

We got in and we’ve got a big room like living-raedining-room combination
and then a bathroom and a small bedroom. Thetbhimyg that | could find that
was a common wall with the Blanton’s (Tommy Blarisoplace) was a wall in a
closet off of this big room.

| decided that | would have Slim go over and T@inmy’s wife because he left in
the morning and where he went, | don’t know. Shmsdhere but | told him to
tell her that we were going to have to build soimehes in this closet to put our
things on. We will be hammering and sawing andreit sort of stuff. She said
that’s alright don’t worry.

So we started building the shelves. We got dattdone. We didn't do it all
right away. But then | tried to figure out how &going to get egress out of here
to where the phone man won't find my wire. | hadjb from one end of where
the closet was all away across that big room ta@ephone terminal. It was
tongue and groove hardwood flooring. | said wieldlie sticks. I'll pull up some
of that hardwood flooring and put it between thatdwood flooring and the sub-
flooring.

Well | took up some of the tongue and groove dmedet was no sub-flooring. |
said my golly. They had the telephone man outtleeery week or two checking
the lines from the post all the way underneathiitese and everywhere else so
you had to be extremely careful.
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| told John I've got to think about this oneeownight. | go home and | go down

in the basement. | bought a bunch of pieces thatlifrom New York in my
personal box that I had and | found some littlewie about the size of a
toothpick. Well, it was even smaller than thatvi§ted a pair that | had on a case
in New York one time. | had that left so | justtjiiun my box. | didn’t throw

stuff away.

| took the wire and put it in the groove and tipem the tongue back in that and
then ran it all the way across that room to theo#ide. | had to take up a good
part of that tongue and groove but you had to leemely carefully that you
didn’t tear up that tongue or groove where you dodil it back down because
the nails were in on the tongue not on the top.side

Did all that and then every once in a while whertake that board up and you
would hear that squeak | would say, “John, go ¢ed¢hat wall in the closet and
start wham wham wham.” So every once in a whil®uild have to stop and say
“Okay John time to” and he would go over and whamttat thing.

It was funny because | had to testify and go thoall that. The jurors just
laughed like heck when | told them about banginghenwalls for her benefit.
Anyhow | got that thing in and it was right undeeir sink in the kitchen. You
got some distortions from that but it was the lyest could do because you didn’t
have anything else.

It worked well.
That was the microphone.

That was the microphone. As you can see flesmews articles and so forth that
these tapes were critical and they were possil#yl,ame reporter reports that that
was what did him in.

So this apartment was actually located in tten®n home. It was just a portion
of the home that they were renting out to whoeveuld rent the place.

The old man Pop Blanton had a room, you woaldte/o rooms, just an
elongated room with a little partition on the baatte of the house. It was almost
like in an “L” shape with his little room projectirout there.

| guess it was Charlie Waldrup. Charlie must haweit in before but we had a
plug, AC plug, like you plug into like the end afyr plug that goes on your lamp
or anything with a socket on it. This one had dltbis big around, a little bigger
than a quarter | guess.
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RB: We had a little transmitter in that and a mik&harlie must have put that in Pop’s
apartment. We were supposed to get it out. S lagether with Slim and we
concocted an idea.

We had an old 17” black and white TV and it hddase connection. If you
would bump it like that, it would work just finéEvery once in a while you would
have to bump it. Well, we asked Pop if he wantedh yeah, you bet he wanted
that thing.

Well, while you are over there explaining to hiowhto operate that thing, I'm
going over to the corner and take the plug off patit in my pocket. | did and
he never knew the difference. That is how we gotpbug back, our microphone,
well it was our radio. If you were sitting on teeet, well you would have to be
that close. It wasn't all that effective.

AR:  How long do you think it actually was that yaorked on the 18 Street case
before everyone was arrested and charged?

RB: Thatis kind of an unusual story because whgot here it was November 4 of
1964. The trial of Cherry and Blanton didn’t tgdace until the year of 2000 or
2002, | forget which it was.
Anyway, | had to testify in both of those cas#iswas quite interesting because
the guy, the defense attorney, | thought was asuadifella. He asked me, he
says, “How many suspects did you have?”
| said, “Four.”

He was asking me some other questions there said,| “Do you want me to
name those suspects?”

“Oh no, no, no.” It almost shook me the way hiel ,s@0.
Anyway that was the only ones.

AR: How long did you actually, during the time thaiu were an active agent here in
Birmingham, did you work on the case?

RB: On that case | would say, got here in Novenoipeuntil the later part. Well about
a year on that and related cases.

AR: Just for the people who may not be totally fieaniwith the legal process of the

case, were there state charges lodged againstrttegsbased on the evidence you
all collected?
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No. We tried them under the Civil Rights Adthat was passed and we tried
them under that and got convictions in both casdserry passed away not long
after he went to prison. He was in ill health.albn is still in prison as far as |
know. He got a life sentence.

Robert Blanton.

Bobby Blanton, they called him.

Dynamite Bob Chambliss?

Chambliss passed away in prison. He was ctewvia state court.

What was he convicted of?

Bombing.

Bombing, okay.

That and | really don’t know what Bob’s was aese | really didn’'t have any of
that since the state handled it. | didn’t have it.

By the way they had a Director of the DepartmdrRublic Safety by the name of
Al Lingo. From what | gathered, Al Lingo had sosnpathy with some of the
Klan members or at least seemed to be friendsseithe of them. That and the
State’s Rights Party. There again you had to beemely careful of what you say
because you didn’t know who you where talking to.

So in the time that you were working that case/ou said you had to be careful
because you didn’t know who in law enforcement . lkihg about people in
local law enforcement, I'm sure that you found ttietre were members in local
law enforcement that you could trust.

Oh, yes.

Did you continue to work here in Birminghamatechnical agent, a sound
agent?

Yes, | did that. And | made quite a few tripsTampa, one to Knoxville and
different places in Florida around Tampa.

On special assignments, you are talking about?
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Yes. Special assignments. Give you an exaoipbae.

We had, | get this call, or the boss gets thisaadl then it is followed up with a
teletype. They sent me down to Tampa. They heaba where there was about a
million dollars in stolen securities. The agentowdame out of the Seattle Office
and he was a Chinese agent and had informationhisaguy that was there in
Tampa had the stolen securities.

So they sent me down. 1 didn’t know from straigptwhat | was going to do
when | got there because | didn’'t know anythingudltbe case. They sent the
radio man to meet me at the airport. So | wasgytruse him as the gopher or
my runner if | needed something because he knewentbbego to get it.

| was going to be the body guard of the agentimzaly room was right next
door to his room and where they were going to méptit a mike in the
television. | pulled the tube out of the televis&p it wouldn’t work so |
wouldn’t have any problem with that. Then | cohkhar what was going on over
there in case things got out of hand | would belabke.

Flew in there and got on the shuttle bus to ghéanternational hotel and | was
sitting next to the window and the other guy wasngj in the aisle and right
across from us was a stewardess and she leanedraysaid, “Didn’t you come
in on the plane with me?”

| said, “Yes ma’am.”

Then she got to talking to the guy next to méold him | said, “Look we are two
guys who work on the Southern Railroad and we rama fAsheville, North
Carolina. | know enough about that so we can ligeas a cover. So don't, if
you get into something just say, “you’ll have t& asy partner. | haven’t been up
there that long or something.”

Anyway she started talking to him and she saidhévé are you from?”

He said, “Asheville, North Carolina.”

She said, “Isn’t that a coincidence, so am I.”

| elbowed him and said, “Shh, I'll take over.” #e had to talk a little. She’d

ask questions and | answered every one of thethask her some and she didn’t
know them. Anyway that got by that.
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RB: We got to the International Hotel and | wasgig in under an assumed name.
The guy that was working the desk and then the gemaas standing behind
him. The manager was the manager of the hotelihd&mingham that | knew
quite well. He almost hollered out “What in thenas the FBI doing down
here?” But he didn’t when he looked at the regiatel saw that | signed in under
an assumed name. He left me a note “See me bgiarkeave.”

AR:  So your typical special assignments would bgdmut of state to another FBI
field office and do an installation or a surveysomething like that.

RB: We did some gambling cases, interstate trategpan of gaming.

AR: Were these cases mostly directed against QzgdrCrime, mafia families?

RB: They were associated with best, as | recath Vike Las Vegas somebody there
would take the lay off. | really didn’t get invad too much in any of the cases
that | worked as to in- depth of what's going on.

AR: The details.

RB: The details. | concentrated on my particutémg. In fact Joe Santoiana was the

SAC in Tampa and when | went down. | didn’t hawgthing. | got the
equipment set up and it's running and it was indfiee.

On the weekend | didn’t have anything to do. @irse | couldn’t spend any
money down there because we only got $25 for thetlat didn’t even pay for
your motel room. So | would go to the office antbuld use the phone to call the
wife on that line.

Joe found out about it and he called me in andl $Bio you want to transfer to
Tampa?”

| said, “Well what would | be doing down here?”

He said, “Sound work.”

| said, “You've got that much?”

He said, “No, if you don’t have any sound workuyeon’t have nothing to do.”

| said, “I better talk to my wife about that.” &muse | transferred so darn much.
Not on my own accord but | just got transferred; gdsh she said, “No. The

children are in school and | don’t want to uprdwr again.” | called and told
him no.
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You retired out of the Birmingham Office, isatiright?

I had the only hijacking out of the Birminghaiffice because | worked the
airports. And a possible hijacking but that wds @he hijacking was about in
'72. Three black males hijacked a Southern Airwaysich later became part of
Delta. They flew up to New York dang near to Canadd then back down to
Knoxville or Chattanooga or in that area. | wathatoffice all that time keeping
up with that and the Director of the Aviation a¢thirport as to where they were.

They got back towards Knoxville and they wantethtal and get supplies, fuel
and their alcohol and that sort of stuff. Theye&valso demanding, I think,
100,000 to 200,000 dollars. They said if they didreet their demands they
were just going to crash that doggone thing int& Ralge.

| didn’t have anything to do with all that becauisan just listening to all this,
since it was aircraft and | had the airports. &uwway they told them what they
wanted to drink, their supplies, we want gas, watlae money. One of the
blacks wanted a bottle of Scotch. The other onatecha bottle of Jack Daniels
and the other wanted a six pack of Pd&lae Ribbon. I'll never forget that one, |
thought that rather odd.

But that's what they wanted. They left there &ndlly wound up in Cuba.
When they got to Cuba, Castro and his bunch toek thoney, put them in the
pokey and beat the devil out of them.

Finally they came back to the States about the tiretired, the end of '77, and
the marshals were sitting there waiting on them,m@sume they are still in jail,
still in prison.

So they were picked up when they came backthedJ.S. and prosecuted for
hijacking. You basically were the case agent @enctiise as far as Birmingham
was concerned.

At the time then we didn’t have the big ternhin#/e just had the open area
where you park adjacent to the terminal out th@rieere weren’t many cars out
there. | found this old car right off the bat besa | had been out there so much |
knew pretty well the area and how it worked. | tf@eim identified within a
couple of hours after they took off.

And that was Southern Airways?

Yes, Southern Airways.

What other cases of interest did you?
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RB: Well, let's see. This one is quite interestings kind of a long story.

| got a call from a fella that had a trailer parkAlabaster, Alabama. He was
telling me about three fellas who had rented taiger in his park. He said,
“Something just tells me | shouldn’t have them hdrbelieve they are crooks.”

Their demeanor, first one thing and then the otAdreir coming and going was a
little different from other people there. So hesvtlling me about them. | told
him, you know | don’t have enough evidence to, tftat don’t have enough
evidence to show that they have committed any cansomething | could follow
through, but I'll be down to see you tomorrow.

So | went down and talked to him. | didn’'t seesh guys and so forth. Anyway
nothing happened. A little later on they had akatbery over in Georgia just
across the river from Opelika, somewhere in there.

It turned out that these three guys were the aesrobbed the bank over there.
Well they went back and forth on this two lane lgly and they were shooting
with the police and the police shooting at themerigbody shot the wind shields,
back of the windows out of there. Nobody got kitept for with flying glass and
that didn’t hurt much.

Well they caught a couple of them over there. Gftbem got away and we got
information, | guess the agents out of Atlanta ptk up from one of the guys
they caught. They said this guy was from Birmingtend he swam the river to
the Alabama side and his wife picked him up in d&kSwagen.

So | knew who he was because | checked on himwageout at that time in '72
on parole until the year 2003 for burglary. He Wast like Atlas. | mean he was
strong as an ox. He'd take a strap and put itissloulders and a small safe he
would just hook it up like a mover would and pitkip and walk over and sit it
on the back off a pick up and then take it off afalv it.

Anyway we had an informant that told us and she @ree of the Klan informants.
She was not, she was one of the gals, her boyfiestthe Klan and he was the
informant. These guys had stayed out at the ditpmiel out there, motel, and
they told us about something what happened thetlead's when | knew when
they robbed the bank, well these are the same agittsere.

Anyhow these characters. Down in Alabaster thexe a soldier that had teamed
up with them. He was AWOL, | believe, from someeandin Ohio. Nice looking
young man. He must have been in his early tweptiesid-twenties. He wanted
out. He didn’t want to go on that bank robbery alidhat sort of stuff. He’s
going go back and contact his girl friend.

33



Ralph N. Butler
July 11, 2008
Page 34

RB:

Well they didn't like that so they killed hirmd buried him down there. This
came out of course after the robbery. So onearhttvas telling them just bits
and pieces about what was going on and he told #imyat what happened to this
boy. | had a photograph of him because | was gairigave a deserter case on
him.

So | go down. They had rented a house and ighaahd out from the house and
around that pond was some place over there, ratiere, where supposedly they
just made a surface grave and buried him.

| went around that pond. Kicking this and kickitgt | just couldn’t come up
with nothing so I called him back and said, “Hey gwre specifics.” Gave them
sort of the guidelines of what | am looking at here

They came back and told me. | went out thereragiad looked around, kicking
around and | kicked a belt buckle. That was thgsgbelt buckle. 1 just left it
like it was when | saw that. That was him. Thag to exhume the body later. |
don’t know what they did on that case. That wdwdde been the murder for the
state to take care of.

That was a rather interesting case. One otheligid of that activity. When this
guy swam the river and his wife picked him up analight him back to an area
they call East Thomas out here. They had a haudé& avas one of these that
you could see all the way through it from the frdoor.

Well | found out that he was out there. | gotwife who he hadn’t been married
to too long. She worked over near Brookwood Hadpit went over there to talk
to her. She wouldn't tell me nothing.

So | told her now look we don’t want to hurt hie’s got into gun fights up
there so if we get in one it ain’t going to be laat so we don’t want it to go that
far and we don’t want to have to shoot him. Sbrbed where. No, no, no, | don’t
know anything about what you are talking about.

| said, “Look, tell you what | am going to do. ¥ee sitting right here by the
phone. I'm going to pick up the phone and callAlgsistant United States
Attorney | know up there, Macy Taylor. Macy anddrk quite well together so |
am going to call him. I'm going to get authoritygut you in jail for harboring a
fugitive.”

So she listened and he finally relented and s&jsay, Ralph. | know you well
enough. Generally we won’t do this but | am gdimdet you do it.”
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| did and | asked her about it so she still ldait do anything. So | said, “Come
on, let’'s go.”

She said, “Where are we going?”

| said, “We are going to jail.” By the time wetdo the door she broke down and
told me where he was.

| had the guy that was with me to keep her soghatcouldn’t call him. Then |
called the office and got another guy and told torbring one of the Remington
Model A-12 gauge shot guns. The only thing | hadwy pistol.

So we go out there and | tell him. The agentigyrtame of Pete BotkinPete
was a quiet sort of a fella but a good guy. Heow deceased.

This is an agent you are talking about.

Yes. Now deceased. Died last year. | tole: Fesaid, “Now Pete | want you to
go around the back and come in the back door. ¢amnmg through the front but |
am going to give you about 20 or 25 seconds bedaissaot that far around
there before I go through the front door.”

| sort of counted off there before | went throulé front door and the door was
opened. It had a screen and the screen wasn#dosd | just walked on in.
When | got in the middle of the big room there tofthe left was a bedroom and
he come out of the bedroom. Only thing he had as s pants.

| already had my pistol out. I told him who | waet up against the wall. The
wall | was going to have him against was like rititere and off to the right was
the corner of the wall and there was a rifle siftihere. He kept looking at it. |
said, “Don’t even think about it. By the time,ndw dang well | can get six of
these things off before you can get to that.”

So he didn’t. Now he is the guy who got into tine fight with the police over in
Georgia, got away. About that time Pete came tjindbhe back door. You know
we don’t carry a live round in the chamber whendeeahat. He racked that thing
back and it makes a terrible noise, very, if yoowranything about weapons that
is a recognizable sound. Well, it scared this guypad that he literally peed in
his pants.

This guy says, “Well, can | change pants?”

| said, “Nope, | take ‘em just like | got ‘em.”03 took him to jail just like he
was. That had a lot of interesting sidelights fuart.t
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Let’s talk about other things that happene8immingham. | want to mention
that you remembered the name of the supervisoU3EEH in the New York
Office and that was?

Jim Hill.

Jim, Hill. Okay.

Then Robert Soloman was the Assistant.
Right.

There is one thing | wanted to mention althoughhaven’t gotten to it yet but the
other case. This is the Viola Liuzzo case. It have, | was not the case agent
on this one but | had one of the individuals sayKlan was involved in this and
the individual that | knew lived in Bessemer.

Okay. Let’'s back up a little bit. The Violauzzo case was where the Klan was
driving along the road.

I've got a news article on that too that wiipdain a lot of that.

Right. If | remember correctly and you correwt, she was a Civil Rights
worker, an activist, and she was riding in thewiih someone. The car with
these subjects in it came by and fired into thesbarwas riding in and killed her.
Is that right? What year would that have been?

Oh golly. Itis on that thing that | am goita@give you that’s got all the things
here on it. It will be in here somewhere.

So tell us about it.

Well now this one says, | believe his name Rabinson. | am going from
memory now. He owned the Chevrolet car and hadtalp He and the
informant, 1 don’t know who else was in the cart banly had Robinson.
Because it was quite interesting in that you knaskovhen Hoover was alive all
press releases came from the SAC or through the @A©m Headquarters.
Agents didn't give press releases like they do now.

Anyway on this one, this was back during the tthve the Civil Rights Act had

been, President Johnson wanted to get it passedvald very positive about
whatever it took, he was going to get it passed.
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So there was four of these people, one diedlgtadter this happened. But
anyway, Miss Liuzzo was going from Selma back tonkgomery and back and
forth and they were transporting people to regisiamte and this sort of thing.
They were quite active in that activity.

So the car with these Klansmen drove rightdeestaught up with her and drove
beside, and fired into the car. They killed hetrtthe other guy got away. Later
on we went out, | went out to Bessemer to arrestghy. But we had to go out
and sit on the house until Johnson called HoovdrHoover called the offices to
go now. So everybody could be arrested at the s@meeand then he could give
that and then you've got to call him back and $&y you've got them all. He’'ll
give the press release.

So that’s what happened there. So | went ouethed sit on this guy. | had one
guy with me. So I sit on his house and he camggmitin the car to leave. |
radioed the office and said, “What do you want mdd?”

“Just follow him. Don’t do nothing because we 'tao it until we get the word.”

So | followed him and he went downtown to a restat) and he went in. And |
waited and finally we get the go, so | go in aneéstrhim. Then | got out and
look at the car and found a .22 live round on litié welting that is by the glass
on the door.

So | took this guy and | told the agents with irggid, “Look when we get in the
car and we are transporting him from Bessemerdmftfice. | believe at that
time we were in the 2121 Building. Now don’t sayward. He’ll ask us
guestions but just completely ignore him like yadind hear him. | don’t want to
say a word of nothing until | get to the office.”

| found that that drives them crazy. Sure enahghguy got in. “Well what do
you guys want to talk about? Don’t you want torhveg side of the story?” He
just asked all kinds of questions and we just cetety ignored him.

When we got to the office and sit down, there whree of us in on the interview.

| was the prime guy, the lead guy, and so as yawkmaking the 302 we have to
read and initial that it is true and correct. thitee of us did that.
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Time went on and | had retired from the Burehiuzzo had sued in Federal
Court for monetary damages in Ann Arbor, Michigdnvas working for

AmSouth Bank as Director of Security at the ting® when | got that subpoena, |
called the U.S. Attorney’s Office and talked to twy who issued the subpoena
and | said, “Fella, I just retired from the banlddahat’s been quite a number of
years ago. Why don’t you get one of the other guy$ere are two others on
there.”

He said, “l can’t.”

| said, “You can’t locate them?”

He said, “Locating them is not the problem, theylaoth dead. You are the only
one of them that is alive.” So | had to go tesiifghat case and of course we won
it. | thought that was most unusual. When | gat guy to the office though he
couldn’t wait to tell us everything. He told ugtivhole story.

Do you remember the man’s name?

That was Robinson | believe. It may be in dudicle there.

Do you remember ... and | suppose that Johnsatertiee press release?

Oh yes, Johnson made the press release.

Just as a side, | remember that there was soiti@sm of Johnson later on that
he prejudiced the case by making such a big de¢alfabe fact that the FBI had
done its work so well. It sounded like it was @dgob.

The only other thing I've got here to give yamidea of my activities. These
were daily or weekly type things. | was Relieftbe SAC’s desk. | was the
sound man or technical coordinator. Back thenyaoremember when they had
that break-in in the office in Pennsylvania?

Media, Pennsylvania.

Well Slim and I, Colvin, went to a class wittetBureau to put in that where you

literally tape the walls of all the office sideshat was quite an undertaking to do
that, rather crude type thing. That’s what theyted, that's what we did.
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We taped all of our offices, our RAs. It wodkguite well. In fact up in Florence,
we had a big fella out there and had it to whériéwent off, it notified him at
home. It went off, what it was was that during tlag it gets hot as heck and
during the night it cools off and that heat contiathad separated the tape where
you had to slice it. Nothing you could do aboutlttwent off.

He jumps up with just his pajamas on and putdaik robe on and puts his
weapon on the outside of his bath robe and he shipves the office.

We had some interesting cases like that but ngtivery happened.
Yeah, | remember that.

Like | say | had relief on that, a technicabodinator, police coordinator and
instructor, sound man, informant coordinator, tauglo semesters at the
University of Alabama as adjunct professor in thianihal Justice Program and
was a firearms instructor. And then worked cases.

So you were busy.

Oh yeah, well Roy Kirkpatrick was the SAC hedeen | retired. Roy was an
agent in the St. Louis Office, one of my first offs. | knew him but didn’t know
him well because | was always out of the offic&laocn much with cases | was
working.

| got in my last year of the Bureau. | got anstamding on my efficiency report.
After that he was the Director of Security for UABer there. He called me and
said, “Let’s have lunch. Let’s go out to Bessewrmad play a round of golf.” |
said, “Okay.”

So when we were playing golf he said, “You knowant to tell you something.”

| thought what in the bug eyed world does he hawaind now. He said, “You
know when you left the office, | had no idea of hmwch work you had and what
kinds of work you had but when you left, | had ssign what you had been
working to three different guys. | couldn’t assigall to one. | thought you
would like to know that.”

| said, “Well by golly that is interesting.”
How long were you actually accredited for beargFBI agent? | see you retired

December 31, 1977. How long were you agent? Hawynyears did you have
as an agent?

39



Ralph N. Butler

July 11, 2008

Page 40

RB: Let's see. Wentinin’54,'55. 1955 to 19#at’s 22 years there. With the
Bureau | had about 10 years.

AR: And you get credit for your military time.

RB: Three years, so | had a good bit.

AR: What did you do after you retired?

RB: I went with AmSouth Bank for 10 years and tlesery officer had to retired at 65
so had to retire there. Then | didn’t go for thrédéigured | might strike out.

AR: What was your position with AmSouth?

RB: | was Director of Security.

AR: Covering what area?

RB: Well all the area they had. Now when | firgwthere, they were limited to
Alabama and then they had interstate banking anbought banks all over the
darn place; Florida, North Carolina, Tennessee r@aoMississippi, Louisiana.
We had all of those.

AR:  So you have been retired now for

RB: Let’s see | retired from there in '88.

AR: What did you do after that?

RB: Nothing.

AR: You were telling me that after your wife passeday that you moved here into
your present home. Your daughter lives a coupleooes down. So | guess all
in all life is good?

RB: Ohyes. I've been blessed so much it is josizang. | know | didn’t deserve it

but that is the way it turned out.
Well when | went to Asheville, it was just a weamkso that | met her. It was just

like flipping a light bulb when | saw her. | thdughat is the girl. | didn’t know
her from Adam. | asked her later if | could call leer and she said, “Yes.”
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So | went out to her house, she lived next do@ church. So | had to catch the
bus and go out there. | was in the service. Ildigo out there and when | got
off I would walk by that church and look up andréhevas a big sign up “Horney
Heights Baptist Church.” That was actually up ¢hekthought “What have |
done?” There was just a driveway that separateétrdm the church. | thought
is her dad a preacher?

Well | got this far so I'll just go on. No relath what so ever. | never did
mention that church. | thought that was kind aofrfw.

END OF FORMAL INTERVIEW

AR:

RB:

AR:
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We’'ve discovered one other thing that Ralphdsae talk about. So we will
continue the interview.

In 1950 when | was in the Birmingham Officdadd to deal with. | was an SE at
that time,

Special employee?

Special employee. Had to deal with takingghetographs or getting
photographs made to a commercial outfit here imBigham for the agents. |
thought that was a little bit odd for the chairegfdence to have to do that when
we could make them ourselves in the office.

| got into how to make photographs, develop themnmt them, and enlarge them
and that sort of thing. | decided that | couldtkat without any problem so |
talked to the boss about it and the boss wrot@thieau. The Bureau came back
with a letter and said that | could do that sorthaig. The Bureau liked the
suggestion.

So that is what | did. | put in a photo lab tharel did the work. | went out with
a couple of the agents one time to Bessemer tafiisdella. | had made
photographs for them so | just made one for myasadf put it in my coat pocket.

So when | got out there they went into this bussn® do whatever they were
going to do, | don't recall what they were goingdtmthere. | sat in the car. They
were gone quite a while and this fella came wallkdogn the street and went into
this restaurant right in front of where | was sittiin the car.

| thought he looked familiar. | thought what tieck so | looked at my
photograph in my pocket and that’'s the guy they laking for. | kept
wondering if they were going to come out becausauldn’t go in and do
anything with him as a special employee.
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So | sat there and sure enough they came outl\sthereafter, and | told them
where he was and they went in and got him. Sopéiat off for my photographic
work.

Sure it did. Good, good.

Then | went to the police department and theziffts office, they didn’t have it.
So | got both of those started doing their own pgaphic work.

Good, good. Let’s look at some of the photpgsathat you have here.

This one speaks for itself. We’d had the dfieroffice out there. Their article
was in the paper.See Addendum A, Photg 1

This photograph is one where we had the firsarhwas down on the hijacking
squad at the time. There is Charlie Robinson.rl@&haas the Firearms instructor
there. Addendum A, Photo 2.)

Okay this is photo number 3ddendum Aand Robinson is on the far left and
Malone is on the right and you are the agent reekirh.

Yes, and on my squad | shot the highest score.

This is one of the in-services | went to. Remendli he was down at Quantico.
That'’s you there.

That's me.

Ralph in photograph #A¢@dendum Ais the sixth person from the left.

That photograph of the Birmingham Police Deparit Officers we had out there
when we were giving a demonstration of the Modél, &hotgun.Addendum A,
Photo 1). They carried those in the cars and the reasowere given this thing
[was] because most of these guys here were thevisqes of some sort.
Anyway, the Birmingham Police Department, would é&wvo guys riding
together.

They would alternate. One day one would drive tedhext day the other one
would drive. These guys would get in the car, tveyld have their shotgun in

that mount between the two guys and the driver @saly, “Did you check to see
that the safety is on?”

42



Ralph N. Butler
July 11, 2008
Page 43

RB: The guy would reach over and pull the trigged &low a hole in the top of the
roof. They did that two or three times. So thikihk we were going out and
demonstrating the use of that gun and the safetiyadfgun and how to use it.

* k% %

Mr. Butler added two more stories to further enrich his interview:

After Pearl Harbor, Mr. Lou Nichols, who was in thighest echelons of the
Bureau, came to the file section and told me hepuditsng me on one of the
entrances to the file section. And, no one wdsetadmitted in the file section
unless | saw their identification badge for empkxyef the file section and badge
or credentials for Agents. He stressed that theses no exceptions.

Then he turned to go into the file section. | pegphim and asked for his
identification. He said, “You know me and its oK.5aid, “No, | have to see
your badge.” He said, “OK.” He added that, ifét him in without seeing his
badge, he would have fired me. After that, weatfmtg real good.

Later, Mr. Nichols came to me and wanted me tanteefilm clip that Movietone
News was making on the Bureau. | did not haveealspg part but had to go get
a file for one of the Agents.

In December 1941, | came to Birmingham and tooklaagthe Alabama
Theater. During intermissions, this file clip caoq@and my date jumped up and
hollered, “That’s you.” | had to talk loud and sa&sit down’. | did not want to
call attention to us.

43



INDEX
Ralph N. Butler
Interviewed on July 11, 2008

A

Abbatico, Ray, 12
Airplane hijacking, 32
Alden, Frank, 14
Alden, Scott, 14, 20

B

Barker (Ma) gang, 4

Baxley, Bill, 25

Blanton, Pop, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29

Blanton, Robert, 25, 26, 27, 29

Bledsoe, Jack, 12

Bombing, Birmingham Al, 16th Street
Baptist Church, 5, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 31

Botkin, Pete, 35

Bryant, Alton, 1, 24

Butler, Ralph N.,
Assignments,
Birmingham AL, 1, 4, 10, 11, 15, 16,
21,22, 24,25,26,27,28, 29, 30,
32,32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,
40,41, 42
New York NY, 1, 2, 3, 19, 20, 21,
22,23,24
St. Louis MO, 16, 17, 18, 19
Early life& education, 3, 4, 5, 6
Entered FBI, as Special Agent, 11, 14
Entered FBI, as clerk, 14, 15, 16, 43
Military service, US Army Air Force, 7, 8,
9,10, 11,13
Retirement, 38, 39, 40, 41

C

Civil Rights Act, 29

Chambliss, Robert “Dynamite Bob,” 25, 29
Cherry, Robert, 25, 28, 29

Colvin, John “Slim,” 26, 27, 28, 38
Communist Party- USA (CP-USA), 1, 2, 3
Copyright, 1

Corbett, Charlie, 25

D
E

F
Foster, Harvey, 24

G
Gamble, Joe, 1

H

Haney, Robert, 17

Hijacking, airplane, 32

Hill, Jim, 24, 36

Hoover, J. Edgar, Director of the FBI, 4, 36,
37

|
Informant, 18, 33, 36

J
Johnson, President Lyndon B., 36, 37, 38

K
Kirkpatrick, Ray, 39
Klu Klux Klan (KKK), 25, 29, 33, 36, 37

L

Lingo, Al 29

Liuzzo, Viola, civil rights case, 36, 37, 38
Lopez, Julius, 15

M

Malone, John, 21, 22, 42, Addendum A,
photo 3

Milnes, Ralph, 16

Movietone News, 43

N
Nichols, Lou, 43

0]



P
Patterson, Pat, 6, 7

Q

R

Robinson, Charlie, 42, Addendum A, photo
2, photo 3

Robinson, FNU, 36

Rollins, E. Avery, interviewer, 1

S

Santoiana, Joe, 31

Schwartz, Roger, 3

Sikora, Frank, author of Until Justice Rolls
Down, 5

Slinker, Al, 12

Snow, Henry, 4

Soloman, Robert, 36

Spears, Bill, 10, 11

Specials, 28, 29

States Rights Party, 29

Surveillance Technician (SUTECH), 2, 3,
21,22,23,24,29

Survey, 2, 3, 1822, 23, 30, 31

T
Trusty, Glen, 7

U
Until Justice Rolls Down, book by Frank
Sikora, 5

A"
Vianella, Walter, 2, 21

w

Waldrup, Charlie, 27, 28

Ward, Roger, 7

Wiretaps & microphones, 2, 21, 22, 23, 24,
25, 26,27, 28, 29, 30, 31

X
Y
V/



ADDENDUM A

Photo 1 — Article from the Anniston Star,

“Marksmanship Course Means Sore Fingers”

Photo 2 — Firearms training

Photo 3 — Firearms with SAC Malone

Photo 4 — In-service Training Class



ADDENDUM B

PERSONAL MEMORABILIA

Photo of Mr. Butler with portrait of his late wife

Photo of Mr. Butler in his Memorabilia Corner in his home

Amateur Radio Operator License

Documents for assumed identity — used in New York

And a military access card for Butler, the radio operator

Retirement Plaque

Commendation Letter from J. Edgar Hoover
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