The FBI Oral History Project

An initiative sponsored by
The Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI
and the Former Agents of the FBI Foundation
www.socxfbi.org

© Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI, Inc. 2005

Interview of Former Special Agent of the FBI
Edmund J. Birch (1952 — 1975)
Interviewed by Michael O'Brien
On August 28, 2005

Mr. Birch died in February 2006. We are grateful for his participation in
the Oral History Project. May he rest in peace.

Edited for repetitions, spelling, etc. by Sandra Robinette on February 12, 2006. Corrections by
Mr. O’Brien were made by Sandra Robinette on March 10, 2006.

O’Brien: Today’s date is August 282005. My name is Michael O’Brien,
representative of the Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI.
| am interviewing Ed Birch for the FBI Oral History Project.

Okay, Ed, I'm going to read this statement. “We, the undersigned,
convey the rights to the intellectual content of our interview on this
date, August 28 2005, to the Society of Former Special Agents of
the FBI. This transfer is in exchange for the Society’s efforts to
preserve the historical legacy of the FBI and its members.

We understand that portions of this interview may be deleted for
security purposes. Unless otherwise restricted, we agree that
acceptable sections can be published on the World Wide Web and
the recordings transferred to an established repository for
preservation and research.

Okay, Ed? We both understand that?

Birch: Yes.

O’Brien: And will you agree?

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: I've already signed my copy and if you would, Ed, right here, if
you would, sign it right, see where it says interview right there.

Birch: Yeah.

O’Brien: And today’s date is August 28 | forgot you're left-handed.

Birch: No problem.
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Okay, Ed. Let’s start out by you tellinge a little bit about your
background. Where you were raised and, well fiestme get this.
What's your date of birth, year of birth?

My date of birth, September 13, 1925.

Okay, where at?

In Hackensack, New Jersey.

Okay. And were you born and raised there?

Yes.

Okay.

Born and raised there.

And your Bureau service dates. When did gtart and finish?

March 3%, 1952 to October 3% 1975.

October 3%, 1975. Okay. And so your periods covered infBé
would be the 50s, 60s, and 70s?

Right.

Okay. Let’s start out with basically wieewere you born and
raised and your education and how you got in thie FB

Okay. | was born and raised and went tmetin Hackensack.
And graduated high school in ’43. Went in the tarly in 1944. |
took infantry basic training and then went to thedpean theater
and stayed there until the end of World War II.dAhen
fortunately VJ Day came and | came back onQieen Maryin
May 1946.

Then went to George Washington University from@ 8311950,
earning a degree in government with a major in actng.

| returned to New Jersey and went to work forédliChemical, as
an accountant. And worked for Allied Chemical &out maybe a
year and decided being an accountant wasn’t for me.
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So | walked over to Foley Square one daymade an application
for the Bureau. The Bureau called me and had rher ithe
examination, the written exam - me and about tHivg other
guys. And that was in December 1951.

And thereafter, | just sat and waited. | knewythweere into it,
because they were doing a background investigatiome. And |
finally got a telegram in March, telling me to reptw the old Post
Office Building on March 3%, 1952,

Okay. Let me ask you a few questions befge go on. How did
you even know to apply to the FBI? Was it wordmmuth or a
rumor that you found out about the FBI?

No, no. It was funny because working oveNew York, there
was a Top Ten Fugitive, Freddy Tenuto, andDady Newswould
have his picture on the front page of aly News | said “I'm
going to, I'm going to get that guy,” which | neweid.

But anyway, | suppose that was the impetus, agdgoing in the
Bureau. Besides that, | was making, | think, yhetght hundred

dollars with Allied Chemical and | knew the Bureaas paying
five thousand, five seventy.

It's a pay increase.
Right.

Now what about your father, was there kaw enforcement in
your background?

Yeah, my father was a policeman in Hackeksatnd then he
retired. And so that was part of it, knowing wleat enforcement
was all about. And so it wasn’t, you know, totallgw to me.
And so it was just a natural.

Did you grow up with the idea you were iggito apply for the FBI
at all?

No.
Were you going to be a policeman or anyg?

No.
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No.
No, | went to school thinking that | woul@ lan accountant.

Okay. And let me just backtrack a litha here about your service
overseas. You were in the Infantry.

Right.

Were you an officer?

No. | came out as a staff sergeant.
Were you drafted?

Yes, | was drafted. |took my training downCamp(unintel) in
Florida, because the first job was Fort Dix, Newsdg. Then they
put you on a train down to Florida. And | wentahgh the basic
training.

And then Fort George took me up to the ship inoBhn. | went
over in a convoy and we were doing nine knots arr,Hzecause
we couldn’t go any faster than the other shipsiendonvoy.

And so we landed at Milag, France and got on tlesen trains.
They were freight cars with bags of hay on thenmd Adon't
think |1 want to do this, but | had no choice.

And so | went through that. And as | say, washwie 9' Army. |
was with the 38 Division, which was Harry Truman’s division
during World War I. And that’s how we got back thie Queen
Mary, because he wanted his division to be the firstaut of
Europe.

We were sitting in Camp Le Picard in France, wagitio go to
Japan. We were one of six divisions going to loepéoyed. And
then when they dropped the bombs, we knew we wegeirig.

And so it was shortly after that that they calllee, the division
together and said, “The President wants us batheiistates and
so we’re going to be leaving for South Hampton eath the
Queen Mary’ And sure enough, we were back in the States by
September 12of '46.
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And so that’s how | got to Europe and caraelbfrom there. And
theQueen Maryis still in Long Beach.

The same one.

The same one.

So then you started the Bureau in 1952.

Right.

And tell me all the offices you were indathen we will go back.

Okay. Then | went through training and kgs we finished up in
August. Minneapolis was my first office. Guy Bastar was the
SAC, a hell of a guy. One of Hoover's guys. Bugoad SAC.

And spent about, | guess about eighteen monthegdbe usual,
you know, as a first office Agent, a lot of apphtavork, some
criminal work. They assigned you to a criminal daya while.

| remember working White Slave Traffic Act cases ander an
old hand in the Bureau. His name was Paul Casey.

But anyway, | did that and then at my first offeighteen months.
| transferred from there down to St. Louis. InlSiuis, the same
thing. 1did a lot of applicant work, criminal war | eventually
wound up on the Communist Squad doing that studlidn’t like
St. Louis. It was too hot.

And so then | decided to put in for my OP, New RK.of figured |
might as well go on home. My two kids at the tirhigured they
could be home with their grandparents, becauseotiy &till lived
in Hackensack.

So | putin my OP to New York. And about six muntater got
the transfer back to New York.

And so | went back and, like every other gglAgent, bought a
house over in New Jersey. | got in a carpool ¥th other guys.
And we worked, | started with a CP-7 in New Yorknd | was in
a carpool with guys that lived in the same areay N&iford, New
Jersey, which was right near Hackensack.
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Birch: Anyway, | did that for a while and | saidathCP stuff was a dying
breed.

O’Brien: CP being Communist Party?

Birch: Yeah. And it was pretty well tied up by tBareau by that time.
You know.

O’Brien: What year are we talking about?

Birch: '55, '56. Yeah. And then they started eting, because they
wanted to build up the Soviet Section in the Newky©Office. So
| went to surveillance school. And | went to tkisd of school,
and that kind of school, identifying the Sovietslan. And so |
got assigned to Section 342, which was workingSbeiets that
were at the United Nations. So that was finead & lot of good
cases and started doing a lot of surveillance work.

And so | did that and, of course, Section 342 rhase been 200
guys, but the different squads and the sectionlrandifferent
types of Soviets, if you will.

Like with my squad, we handled the Soviets inWhi. | don’t
know, one of the cases | had was Victor Laziovskyy was
personal assistant to U Thant, who was secretargrgkat the
time.

Another guy was XXXXXXX, who we used to have suiteaces
up in Boston, as he had a couple of agents ancabemoerking out
of Boston.

And so we were doing an awful lot of surveillaweark. But
getting into say the Abel case, if you want to tigbw.

O’'Brien: Yes.

Birch: We always, | guess there was the generéihfgen the section that
there was an illegal in the New York area.

O’Brien: If you could explain, what is an illegal?
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An illegal is somebody from the Soviet Idiggnce in this country
illegally. And we all thought that there was soméjp | don't
even know on what basis they thought. They alveayd there
was somebody.

In other words, it's a Soviet or Russi&attis here under a false
name, working some menial job, and is actually a&spy?

Right.
Yes, okay.

And so | think the thing that broke that widpen was a fellow by
the name of Reino Hayhainan, who worked for Abetl he was
Latvian and recruited by Abel. And he was beingt $&ack to
Moscow supposedly for an in-service, so he thought.

Until he got to Paris and started thinking aboaind said, “I'm not
sure they're sending me back for in-service,” beeauwe had
absconded with five thousand dollars from Colone¢lA

And so he started thinking about it and was sebeugh to walk
into the American Embassy in Paris and talk toegit®IA or FBI

guys.

He convinced them that there was an illegal in N@sk, but he
couldn’t tell them where or where the guy livedadrat he was
doing. All he knew was that every once in a while would have
a meeting with this guy. And this guy knew howgtd a hold of
Reino, but Reino didn’t know how to get a hold ohh

So anyway, based on that, they brought Reino tmattle States
and interviewed him. A couple of guys in my squad.

And one thing about Reino, he loved life, but e knough
intelligence to warrant us getting onto the casg sau know,
he’d give us bits and pieces.

Like he said one of the names Abel used was Gg|@uo-I-d-f-u-
s. And I think the other thing was he said he a@msrtist at an art
studio in Brooklyn. Well, you know, that wasn’t ofuto go by,
but we started with that.
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And finally somehow somebody located thiddbas and yes, he
had an artist studio, right near the Post OfficBriooklyn, right
near the Federal St. George Hotel in Brooklynwds right near
the Brooklyn Bridge.

So we got onto that and | can remember one nighuess, and the
surveillance team took a guy out of that studiormpent, they
were apartments. And took him into New York angvdanto
some flea bag hotel, off of Park Avenue, probablthie 20s, 28
Street, somewhere down there.

Anyway. | had the surveillance, my team membeirtsiSlay
morning, and so they stuck us in an office overingkhe back
door of this hotel. The hotel went from block todk. The front
door was covered by other Agents. We had the taok
Anyway, we were all set up. The guys from the pHab came
down with their fifty millimeter cameras, et ceteaamd we got set
up in this office.

And we were talking about taking photos throughlthnds. All
of a sudden, there was a guy coming out the back @do fit the
description of the guys who saw him back from Bitgokhe night
before, a gray straw hat and the same clothes.

And we were looking at these guys and said, “Mayia¢'s the
same guy.” | said, “Well, whether it is or not,gjtabbed the
briefcase camera and said, “I'm going to surved tjuy for a
while.”

Briefcase camera. You had a camera irbtiefcase, where you
could take photographs.

Yes, just pressed the button.

Yeah, okay.

So anyway, and the guys from the photo kH,s‘Okay, just let us
know when you come back,” ‘cause | had a radio with “Let us

know and we’ll take his picture on his way up tireat.” So that
was fine.
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Then we got the guys from the front onto sieveillance and this
turkey, as we eventually found out, used to gdi® tafeteria on
Park Avenue every morning and sit there, read e Mork
Times by the hour, which we didn’t realize thetfiime.

And he went...I think the name of the cafeteria wesBelnort, |
think it was B-e-I-n-o-r-t, on lower Park Avenu8o anyway, he
goes in there and he sits and he sits and he/Aitg.I'm getting a
little impatient and I'm getting a little closer the cafeteria. And
I’'m saying to the guys, “You sure he’s still in te€ “Yeah, he’s
still in there reading.” And | said, “Okay.”

So anyway, eventually, after a couple of hourdjredly came
out. Well, they told me he was out. And | saitefi So | start
walking toward him and as | was walking, | was preg the
camera.

So anyway, | took a lot of pictures. And told theys he was
heading back, so that they could get some piciiresn.
Because the only way we were going to identify gug as being
Abel is to have Reino look at the photographs aydyes, this is
Colonel Abel.

So anyway, went back into the lookout and callgdad friend,
Bill Simon, who was the SAC at the time. And he e the
name of O’'Brien, who was the Section Chief. | taamember
his first name.

But anyway, | went back, called the office, andtththe first time
in my memory that Bill Simon said, “Okay, you guysb a cab,
get back to the office, and develop those picturesediately.”

So okay, Murphy was the guy from the laborato®p. he got his
camera, | got my camera, and downstairs, grabloadb and went
up to 69th and'3 went up to the photo lab.

Murphy opens his camera, no film. | said, “I thiril leave right
now.” “No, let's see what'’s in your camera? Weslye enough, |
had film and he started developing the film. Béalpictures of
trees, a fire station, and, all of a sudden, ormitill picture of his
face.

Oh, wow.
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And so told Simon, “Yeah, we have a pictafeéhis guy. And he
said, “Bring it down to my office.”

And so we went down there and he gave it to thes ¢juat were
interviewing Reino, get it over to him and find auhtether this is
the illegal. Well, it was.

And so that started probably six or eight monthsomstant
surveillance of this guy. And opened up more dwaxkes, you
know, anybody he even talked to, anybody gestwréuim. And
how | remembered, there was one ddasub,with right hand on
subway, somebody that he brushed against to hima.h&d more
cases trying to find out what kind of apparatus&é going for
him in New York. Never, | don’t think we ever fadiiany, as far
as contacts. I'm not sure, but somebody else wkmibdv that.

But anyway, after a while, the Bureau finally sad the Bureau
always said, “Enough is enough.”

How long did it last?

Probably six to eight months.

A constant twenty-four hour surveillance?

Oh, yes, yeah.

How many guys did you have on a team, do gemember?
On the team?

Yeah, that would do around the clock sillaece?

There were three guys to a team and proba@ive guys. Ata
time.

Do you ever think he made anybodgfotted surveillance)

No. Because if we had, he’'d be gone. Bythe stayed. The
Bureau and Immigration finally figured out, the ptthing they
could pick him up for was illegal entry into theuctary, which
they did. Sure enough, he was tried and sent doynison in
Texas and thereafter interviewed him like crazy goow, every
day. He was telling them nothing.

10
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Matter of fact, one of the things I heardtthe said was,
“American intelligence walks in baby shoes.” Aradre told him
nothing, but we eventually found out that he cam#hrough
Canada and to New York and he was KGB. He wad adlonel
and, well, the end of that story was when the Sexdewned a U2
that was piloted by a, | forget. What was his name

Powers.

Powers.

Gary Powers.

Gary Powers. Right. And Gary Powers washaxged for
Colonel Abel. Colonel Abel had an attorney fromaNéork by
the name of Donahue, and so he had wanted to miaesat
everything was going to be all right, as far asakehange was
concerned.

And so what eventually happened was they crogsethinous
bridge over there in East Berlin, and we got Powaxsk and they
got Abel back. And the Soviets paid Attorney Damaken
thousand dollars, which he gave to Fordham Law &¢lhecause
he wanted no part of it. He wanted no part ofrtizmey.

Wait. Wait. Let me see if | understand/ho, the Soviets gave
who ten thousand?

The Soviets gave Donahue, the attorney foelA

And the attorney donated it to Fordham\igmsity, because he
didn’t want anything to do with it.

Right.

Sort of as a patriotic gesture.

And so we got rid of him. But there were othesesaof guys that
were illegals that we worked.

11
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O’'Brien:

Let me just, before we move on from hilret me ask you a few
follow-up questions on Abel. Reino was the Latviaty that
initially came forward?

Yeah.

Did he actually, did Reino know that Alveas an illegal?
Yeah.

And he was the one that told you that?

Yeah.

Was Reino a recruited KGB himself?

He was a recruited agent of Abel.

Of Abel?

Yeah. In the States.

Did Abel recruit him in the United States?

Yeah.

| see. And did he have him do tasks andan, how did, how did
he find out that Abel was a illegal? Do you rementhat?

| think, 1 think Abel told him.

Abel told him. Okay.

Yeabh.

And were there any significant things thathad Reino do?
No.

No. Okay.

12
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No, they were both and, again, | think, yave to understand, the
Soviets were very patient people, whereas likeXtkEXXX case.
They had XXXXXXX out at (March) Air Force Base, ergeant.
And they supplied him with flash paper, hollowed pickels.

Now all the, all this spy paraphernalia. But asaawe know, in
the eight months we surveilled him, they never dgken to do
anything.

So the Soviets were very patient with their reionents. And
unless they really needed something badly, theydhvjost let
these people sit in place.

And at some time in the future, | meancdngse a lot of non-FBI
people or citizens are going to hear this, butite gou an idea
this is correct, they would eventually clear a ddexp some things
like, Abel and things?

He would definitely.

That would, he would establish and themgelf in, living in the
city, you know, eventually pick up drops or do wdhar...

Right.
...the Soviets wanted.

And | think this was part of what Reino ditlle recruited jobs in
Central Park.

Uh-huh.
By Abel.

And so he would be established and nopsa®d by the general
population as being a spy.

Right.
And he wasn't using the name Abel, was he?
No.

He was using the name, you had mentioned...

13
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Birch: Goldfus...

O’Brien: Yeabh.

Birch: ...was one. But he had three or four diffé¢reames. [ think Gold
was another one.

O’Brien: And did you, when you searched his apartineid you find any
spying paraphernalia or anything like that in Abelpartment?

Birch: In Abel’s, no.

O’Brien: No. And how did you find out that his namwas Abel, that he was
a colonel?

Birch: From Reino.

O’Brien: Okay, from Reino.

Birch: Yes.

O’Brien: Reino knew not only his, his alias, butdleo knew his real name.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: So he told Reino a lot of information atb&imself?

Birch: Oh, yeah.

O’Brien: Which is surprising that if he...

Birch: Well, surprising, yes, except their relasbip was that close. As
I've said, you know, Reino thought he was goingkdac an in-
service and then when he gets to Paris, he sayd).uh

O’Brien: Yeabh.

Birch: He probably caught onto it ...

O’Brien: ‘Cause he stole some money.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: Yeah. And they were going to do away whim if he went back

there.

14
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Birch: Right.

O’Brien: Yeah. Okay. Whatever happened to Reino?

Birch: | don’t know. | have noidea. As | say,lied his vodka. | think
he drank a bottle of vodka every day. He probabank himself
to death.

O’Brien: Drank himself to death, yeah. And so Aget convicted of what,
illegal entry?

Birch: Yeah.

O’Brien: ...into the United States?

Birch: Yeah.

O’Brien: And that was the only thing. | mean, #n@ras no conviction of
being a spy.

Birch: No.

O’Brien: So he probably got the maximum amountokt

Birch: Yeah.

O’Brien: Which couldn’t be more than five or tenays.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: So, do you remember how long he was ihfgaiit before the
exchange was made?

Birch: It wasn't very long.

O’Brien: And did he ever in any way, shape or faooperate with anybody
in the interview?

Birch: No.

O’Brien: Was he stonewalling them or would he anstiie questions, do
you remember?

Birch: | think he would answer some of the questjdut he would not

go into what he was doing or how he did it or amgtelse.

15
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Birch:

Was he ever polygraphed?
| don’t know that.

Okay. And, and was there any doubt, elbedy was sure that he
was Russian KGB?

Oh, yeah.

Yeah, okay.

No doubt about it. | think we had otherwise

Oh, other sources and methods that comsfttnvho he was.
Right.

So there was no question about that.

And | think it was the Soviet’s interestgetting him back. A full
colonel in the KGB.

Yeah. Through other sources. Do you wartalk about, you
know, there was other famous sources in the FBb, Hat and
Fedora were two of them. Did you have any dealwigjs those
sources?

Yeah. | had one particular dealing with 8ed Matter of fact,
two guys on my squad handled Fedora. Vinnie Cahill Tom

McKeon. And they would see him maybe once or twicecek.
Always had to have a bottle of Chivas Regal witmth

Oh, he liked Chivas as opposed to vodka.

Right. But | was, | came out here in '75ddrwas on McGinnis’s
squad. And in March, Fedora gave us XXXXXXXX. Aiorce
sergeant recruited by the Soviets in Morocco. Toldet back to
the States, go to Coachville down south. Lacklawd, Was it
Lackland Air Force Base?

16
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Lackland?

Maybe Lackland. And get onto Air Force Onkhey wanted a
source on Air Force One.

So Air Force One was the President’s aingl?
Yeah, of which there were five or six.

But anyway, XXXXXXX came back and went down to kknd,
went to Coachville, and in the meantime, | was heéed this is
when Fedora gave the Bureau name, rank, and sernaber. And
said, you know, “What are you going to do with himi®ell, they
had three or four different places to send him, lkimals of
neutralize (unintel).

And they finally decided that OSI (Office of Spalci
Investigations) and FBI could handle him out of baAir Force
Base. OSI was doing the on-base surveillance. FBievas doing
the off-base surveillance.

And sure enough, he came out here and there rgaflya XXXXX
and he was a staff sergeant. And he had beercitaral. And he
was handling, it was a new code machine, a new gahine that
was down in Pueblo, that the American Governmerst ugset
about losing, because supposedly nobody knew ahigut

Well XXXXX knew about it and he was apparentlguess it was
one of eight cards that they would put into the innae.

But anyway, XXXXX did that and we did the off-base
surveillances. | had six guys down there.

What year are we talking about, Ed?
'70, 75, '76.

Uh-huh.

17
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Birch: And one thing about XXXXX, the Soviets gavien five thousand
dollars when they recruited him in Morocco and XXXXas
from Wisconsin. And so when he came back to théeSt the first
thing he did was to go to the dealership in thitkeltown in
Wisconsin and bought himself an Avanti.

O’Brien: Avanti, a little sports car, expensive ggacar. The money was
burning a whole in his pocket.

Birch: Eight thousand bucks. And, but it was gémdus. It was the only
Avanti in town.

O’Brien: Yeah, surveillance wise.

Birch: Right. And we would surveil the car and kg a lookout on his
apartment. He had gotten married. And we followed around
until the Bureau said to pick him up.

So we picked him up and OSI started talking to,fand he
wouldn't talk to OSI. So my good friend, Colonalcker, who
was in charge of the OSI guys, said, “It's younttr

So we got in there, Jeff Edgar and myself anditbething he
says, “Those bastards wouldn’t give me a cigaagitewouldn’t
give me coffee?” “Don’t worry, XXXXX, you can haadl the
coffee you want.”

So we got him coffee, got him cigarettes, anddwddn’t, he
couldn’t wait to get coffee. And so we talked uhtnchtime. |
said, “Do you mind if we go to your apartment aimdifsome of
this stuff you were telling us about?” “No, we a@mthat.” “Oh,
okay, fine.”

So we got in the car and went back to his apartmand | said,
“XXXXX, you stay outside, just tell me where thabbis,” ‘cause
he said he had a cigar box full of this stuff.

O’Brien: Full of what stuff?

Birch: Flash paper.

O’Brien: Flash paper. So at this point...

Birch: Hollowed out nickels.
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Birch:

O’'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:
Birch:
O’'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:

So at this point is he admitting that he/srking for the Soviets?
Yeah.

He did, okay.

Yeah. He gave us the whole story, Morocco...

Yeah.

And, so Jeff was with me and went through whole thing, made
a list of everything. And | said to Jeff, “You betget your butt
back to the Bureau with this stuff right now.” Be said, “Okay.”
So he left.

And | kept talking to XXXXX. And all of a suddehe realized,
“Uh oh, I'm in trouble.” So he said, “I think | va an attorney.”
“Okay.”

So | said to Colonel Tucker, “He wants a JAG.”, Be says,
“Okay, I'll get one.”

So the JAG came in that afternoon, after lunchd,sad, “I want to
see everything you guys took out of his apartmefitdo late.”

“What do you mean too late.” | said, “It's on anpé&ne on its way
back to the FBI Laboratory.” “Impossible.” “Nd;d not
impossible.” | said, “If you don’t believe me, tdie office.”

Well, okay. So then we had about four days oemethe wouldn'’t
tell us anything.

Was his attorney with him at this point?
Oh, yeah.
So he stopped once the attorney was there?

Yeah. So, we eventually got him indictedl ave were going to
try him in L.A., and Van De Kamp was the USA.

Okay.
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O'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:
Birch:

O'Brien:

Paul Casey was the departmental attorneyecaut and said,
“Okay, let’'s go down and talk to the USA.”

So we went down and talked to the USA, showedHhisn
statements that | had gotten from XXXXXXX, in whibk told us
that he worked for the Soviets.

And Van De Kamp didn’t want to touch the case. sl the
rights’ statement wouldn’t stand up in court.

Paul Casey said, “What the hell are you talkingua® This is the
rights’ statement, which was sent around to eve®Altb put in
their interpretation and their comments and thieanges.” And he
says, “This is the statement that we got fromhal SAs.” Van
De Kamp said, “No,” he didn’t want any part of fvhy?

So anyway, I'm talking to Paul Casey down at tlienire Hotel
in L.A., having a drink and saying, “What the h&# going to do
now?” He says, “Don’t worry. This guy had a megtwith his
Soviets in Virginia before he came out to L.A. Ard’ll hang
him with that meeting.”

But in Virginia, back in the District oniVirginia?

So, sure enough, | got him sent back andtgstrial set up in
Alexandria. Jeff and | had to go back and go tgloall the

Bureau files, get all the evidence, and basicallyaase was based
on his statements.

Old Federal judge, hell of a guy. | remember Baging, “You
guys think you can try this case only on the states®?” | says,
“No, Your Honor.” | said, “We have physical evidemn there is
flash paper, et cetera, et cetera, instructions fitte Soviets as to
what he was supposed to do.” Well, we'll see.

Anyway, at about that time, there was a disturbatdhe
Pentagon, all these peacenik guys were marchirngeoRentagon.

What year are we talking about?
'75.

'75. Okay.
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O’'Brien:
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O'Brien:

Birch:
O'Brien:

Birch:

Yeah. And so they were arrested and, anddirt before this
tough old Federal judge.

He got a hold, got a hold of the Marshal and s&dfore you
bring these people into my court, | want you totgem a haircut.
| do not want to see anybody in my court with Idvay.” That's
how tough he was.

So anyway, we finally brought him to trial. Andwyknow who
his defense attorney was? Gary, a Greek name.

Cacheris.
Yeah...

The guy that ended up defending a lotmés over the years. He
was a famous Washington attorney that took Ameseaedybody.
A Greek guy.

Yeah. Plato Cacheris.
Yeah, yeah. Cacheris, that's it.

Plato Cacheris was the defense attorneyat $bn of a gun, |
remember him seeing me outside the courtroom ayndsad a
couple of questions and he said, “You know | workethe
Department. | know a lot of guys in the New YorKi€e, you
know, Joe Phelan and...” Okay, fine.

He got me on the stand and | was on the starthg/laccusing me
of all kinds of stuff. You know, bag job, Lackla#dr Force Base
and this and that.

And the judge finally said to him, he said, “Youndw, | think
you've worked that officer over enough, now wouttliyplease get
on with it.”

So anyway, at the jury trial and after a coupldays, I'm walking
down the street and the judge is out there holdomgt with some
of the Assistant USAs, and he says, “Officer?’ay,s'Yes, sir.”
He says, “What do you suppose is taking the jurlpag?” | said,
“I don’t know, Your Honor.” He said, “Maybe it i%ra very good
story.” | said, “Well, that’s my story.”
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O’'Brien:
Birch:

Birch:

O’'Brien:
Birch:

O’'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:

Birch:

But sure enough, they came back with a gwtrdict. And as the
judge said to XXXXXXX, “If the Government had botleel to
prove that you had given anything to the Sovieta sécurity
nature,” he said, “I would not have hesitated bugite you a
death sentence.” But he said, “The Bureau an@#partment
didn’t want to do that,” so he says, “The bestr da is two
consecutive terms, twenty-eight years.”

Total?
Yeah. He spent twelve years in Lewisburg.

Addendum to that story. A few years latén at a conference up
in San Francisco. Bill Warfield, who was SAC in @WFhe was at
the same conference.

He said to me, “I met an old buddy of yours.”alds “What are
you talking about?” Well he said, “l went to a ktal party up at
Occidental, Maryland, one night.” And he said, ymow,
“Everybody knew who | am.”

And he said, “This short drink of water came upri® and said,
‘Don’t you know who | am?’ Bill said, “I have nalea.”

He said, “I'm XXXXXXX.” And Bill Warfield said, “The same
guy that was a sergeant in...” He said, “Yeah.” ‘aVare you
doing here?” “I'm a tennis instructor.” He leadi® play tennis
at Lewisburg and he had some high-class clientk atc
Occidental in Maryland.

Yeah. The rest of the story. What was miotivation then?
Money.

Money. Strictly money? Do you remembeét de walk into the
Embassy in Morocco?

Yeah.

And what caused this situation? He wartteduy a fancy sports
car or what?

Yeah.
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O’Brien:
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O'Brien:
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O’Brien:
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O’Brien:
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O’Brien:
Birch:
O’Brien:
Birch:
O’Brien:

Birch:

That was it, huh?

Yeabh.

Did he have any remorse for what he did?

No.

When he confessed, did he breakdown othang?
Oh, yeah, he confessed, gave us the whale. ca

Yeah. Did he breakdown, did he cry, at e, was he upset? Did
he express any type of remorse over what he did?

No. None whatsoever.

Just, and he admitted openly it was fomes?

Yeah, but he was young.

Yeah.

You know, he was in his 20s. And he didedlize the
consequences of what he did or what it could hatteg him. |
think when he started the trial that he startecédize what
exactly could have happened to him.

Yeah. The gravity of the crime that herouitted.

Yeah.

It's like he didn't realize it.

No.

So he was an immature guy, | would say.

Yeah. Yeah. But there were, you know, ¢heere other spy
cases back in New York, the Butanco case. A gaiwlorked for

IT&T on the two line radar system up in Canada. ditkit for
money.
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O’'Brien:

Birch:
O’'Brien:
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O’Brien:
Birch:
O’Brien:
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O’Brien:

Birch:

The Drummond case, a guy, a black dudeendls. Navy...
money. You know, there were so many cases backttia was
because of money.

When you look back, the U.S. Attorney deetl the case here,
based upon the Miranda rights.

Right.
Is that what you're saying?
Yeah.

You looked at that, it was sort of hardutederstand, since they
supplied you with those Miranda rights.

Right.
Weren'’t the same ones we use today or What
Yeah. The same ones.

What do you think his real motivation wias turning the case
down?

Politics.

Politics?

Van De Kamp was, well, | think he was loaito do something
other than United States Attorney. Maybe goveor@omething.
And he didn’t want to be tied down.

He’d look good if you convicted a spy, so...

Yeah, but he never had any experience aticong a spy.

Yeah.

No spy had ever been convicted in FederalrCa L.A.

Yeah.

And he didn’'t want to take a chance.
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O’Brien: And were you around for the Falcon and 8mwman case, were
you on the desk at that time?

Birch: | probably had the Weathermen.

O’Brien: The Weathermen. Okay, you had the Weatkeer.
Is there anything else about the espionage orebthing you want
to mention?

Birch: No. Ithink that's probably most everythitigat | thought should
be covered.

O’Brien: Yeah.

Birch: You know, like Top Hat and Fedora.

O’Brien: Uh-huh.

Birch: And the cases that we worked, Butanco, Dramehn

O’Brien: Did you want to talk a little bit aboutehWeathermen?

Birch: Well, Weathermen.

O’Brien: First explain who they were, because pe@pkn’t going to
understand.

Birch: Weathermen came about because well, letlsagk to the Soviets.

O’Brien: Okay.

Birch: Victor Laziovsky, personal assistant to Uahh Okay. He
traveled all over this country.

O’Brien: You're going back to the U.N. now?

Birch: Yeah. Personal assistant U Thant. He deof/alcon or a Comet,

or similar old car. But he lived on Sutton Plagdyeautiful
apartment, wife, his daughter went to Juilliarche Svas a violinist.

But that guy traveled. But what got me was tteees$ that he went

to; University of Michigan, SDS, University of Coflo, heavy
into this stuff at that point.
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O’'Brien:
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O’'Brien:
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O'Brien:
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O'Brien:

Birch:
O'Brien:
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O’'Brien:

Birch:
O’'Brien:
Birch:

O’'Brien:

Yeah, SDS, Students for Democratic Society

So, it was always my impression, but | catddonvince anybody
in the Bureau of this, that this guy helped witl tanding of the
SDS.

Okay, you're talking about the studentiates, leftist groups in
the 70s...

Right.

...during the Vietnam War area. You wergisg that there’s a
tie-in to the Communist Party, is that correct?

Yeah.

And who was the individual that you tiedwith them, what'’s his
name again?

Victor Laziovsky.

Laziovsky. And he was a U.N. representafor the Soviets.
What was his official duty?

KG, well, officially it was personal assista
Personal assistant.
To U Thant.

Okay. And you followed...you go back mamgays that you
followed him around...

Oh, yeah.

...surveillance and things like that.

But...

And the purpose of the surveillances is ymuld hopefully try

and recruit these Soviets. Is that...follow theiihaties and also
recruitment was one of the objectives.
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O'Brien:
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O’'Brien:

Birch:

O’'Brien:

Birch:

Well recruitment might have been one of dbectives, but | don'’t
think it was done on a personal basis. In othexdeaf there was
somebody that people thought would be amenablettieyd send
somebody.

Or if you got him in a compromising positi. That would be
another situation that you would and recruit him.

Like with Top Hat. It was my understanditingit Top Hat actually
knew an Army colonel or somebody like that and tald that he
would be amenable.

He volunteered almost.

Yeah.

And then he got in touch with the Bureaget and that’s how the
case on Top Hat started.

Yeah.

And he was a U.N. type guy, wasn't he?
Yes. Top Hat.

Yeah.

Top Hat, | think, was GRU rather than...
GRU was the military.

Military. And | think that's why he knew ghAmerican military
people.

Okay. Now, you mentioned, if | understayal correctly, you felt
there was a tie between the Soviets, the KGB, GRuspiring in
the leftist radicals in the 70s.

Right.

And your tie-in to that was...

Just his travels.
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Birch:
O’'Brien:
Birch:

O’'Brien:

His travels?

Yeah and, and, of course, we couldn’t dd thahose days. We
couldn’t take him to Colorado or the UniversityMichigan.

He had free access to travel around thitgddrStates.

Yeah.

All right, so you suspected the leftisti@als of the 70s were in
touch with him and they would fund these groupsid Ahese
groups were going around blowing up various things.

Well, you know, the SDS, the Weathermen grbtoke off from
the SDS.

Right.
And so we had the heavy radicals. Berna@iom, okay. Matter
of fact, her sister was out here and we used tovidhe sister

around.

And, you know, all those people. | forget theanmes now, the
ones that blew up the Tunn House.

They blew out the Tunn House. Tell mealyetalk about for a
little bit.

Down there in...
New York.
...in New York. Was it Purdy down there?

Is there anything else you want to talloabthe Weathermen or
anything?
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O’Brien:
Birch:
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O’Brien:

Birch:
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Birch:

Well, only that, you know, | started the sgun L.A. At the same
time, it was started in Chicago, started one in N@rk, started
one in Boston, started one in Washington, becagsess it was
Nixon, who was scared to death of these peoplal thay
advocated the overthrow the Government. Thereneatoubt
about it, that's what they wanted to do.

And so it scared the hell out of the politicians.

They were the terrorists of that day.

Oh, definitely.

And they bombed the Capitol in Washingtootrect?

The Pentagon.

The Pentagon, yeah.

The Capitol. Then out here, they burnedBhek of America.
Burned the Bank of America?

And they blew up the National Guard Armoryou know, and
they wrote about itPrairie Fire was their book. They published
and put down everything that they had done assfémoanbing.
And their purpose, ultimate goal, was what

Overthrow the government.

And to replace it with what?

With left wing radicals.

A left wing anarchist basically.

Definitely.

Yeah. And those type of people.

Yeah. Jane Fonda and those.
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O’Brien: And as we were talking about before, tothat idea on tape a
little bit, the Bureau, under Hoover, we didn’t Wamdercover,
but under your supervision, you started to headhalevsquad of
undercover guys (after Hoover died).

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: Well, talk a little bit about that.

Birch: Well, the guys knew that if they were gotogoe turned loose,
looking for the Weathermen, they couldn’t do isuits and shirts
and ties. That they had to have the costumestdchiaave the
sideburns, the clothes. They had to look dowfumntel). They
had to have the vans. What's his name each a oyater
So they had to have all this equipment in ordegat@indercover.
This was the beginning of the undercover prograthéBureau,
as far as I'm concerned.

Birch: Because we never had anything.

O’Brien: Right.

Birch: | think the only thing we had was, like withe Soviets, when we
would not use Bureau cars. We’d rent cars.

O’Brien: Why is that?

Birch: Because the Soviets knew every car we [deoky were parked out
there, outside 89and 3" in New York.

O’Brien: So they would make a note of all the Burears, so they would
know?

Birch: The Fords and the Dodges.

O’Brien: They looked all alike.

Birch: Oh, yeah, a lot of them.

O’Brien: Yeah.
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Birch:

So we finally convinced the SAC, Joe Schimédhbell of a guy, and
that we couldn’t do it with Bureau cars. And we diwith rental
cars and we had different radios, different freques) and we
were able to do it.

Not only that, but we worked say starting fourloak Friday
afternoon, four to midnight, and then go back otufskay
morning, ‘cause this is when the Soviets would nthk& moves.
They knew the Bureau didn’t work on weekends.

Yeah.

So that's how we were successful. We caxgtXxXXX one
weekend going from his house over to another Sevieiise on
the east side and one of the guys on my team, lwmeeat back
home, got some sleep, and we were going to getaymd six and
go and see what he was up to.

So | got a call about five o’clock. Murphy saiticouldn’t sleep,
so | went back and as | got back, there’s XXXXXXXg¥tting
back into his car.”

Wow.

And then he saw him an hour on the Merrétkvay headed for
Boston. So he said, "You better get your ass ngpvihdon’t
know, | had a Pontiac Grand Prix. Threw my clotbesgot in,
and | passed XXXXXX, in Bridgeport. | was doingppably
doing a hundred and ten. And he was putting alotugs little
Chevrolet.

And | told Murphy on the radio, | said, “I'll megbu up at the end
of, the end of the parkway.” There was a Howatth3on's. “I'l
see you up there for breakfast.”

But we took XXXXXX in and sure enough, he had setimeg at
the Hartford Museum at Fenway Park, the Fens, $gue

The Fens.
Yeah. And, the museum. | forget the narmnthat street. But
anyway, caught him in a meet and, again, it waatsian guy. He

had some sort of equipment, a camera of some katche gave to
this guy.
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Birch: Well, same old story. Turned the case ageéBoston. No one,
they didn’t want anything to do with it. Fortunigter
unfortunately, the guy passed away six months.later

O’Brien: Yeah.

Birch: End of case.

O’Brien: Yeah.

Birch: But, you know, there was so much we couldf@dowed to do it
by the Bureau.

O’Brien: Yeah.

Birch: We did a lot of thingéunintel). Because those guys who were so
set and frightened and so scared to do anything.

O’Brien: As we saw from 9/11 with Minneapolis, whitrey wouldn’t let
the Agents search the computers.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: Going back a few years, you would haveadranyway and
called them later.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: Yeah. ‘Cause it's interesting. You s@aed and they were
scared then and they’re scared now.

Birch: Oh, yeah.

O’Brien: Yeah.

Birch: They didn’t want to lose their position.

O’Brien: Yeah, take a chance of anything.

Birch: Right. They didn’t want to lose their 15sda16s.

O’Brien: Yeah, interesting. Well, Ed, what, whatwid you say was the

most satisfying part of your FBI career?
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O’Brien:

Birch:

O’Brien:
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Birch:

O’'Brien:
Birch:

O'Brien:

Working in New York.

Uh-huh.

Oh, yeah.

On the Soviet stuff?

Yeabh.

And your favorite case would have been thest enjoyable?
They were all enjoyable.

Yeah.

Every one of them was different, but alltloém were the same, in
that it was a challenge.

It was a challenge to, to follow them around, gett caught, and
accomplish something. And so it was satisfyinthiat you could
do it. All you had to do was, you know, kind oftala what you
were doing, pay attention to what you’re doing, sad know, not,
not be obvious.

And so that, it was satisfying in that you cout@@mplish it.

And that's the way | felt about my ten years infNéork. Yeah,
we did all right.

And then they had the one case out here with XXXXX That
was my career.

And how would you sum up your FBI careéifere you happy
with the job?

Yes. Very definitely. Very definitely. Yoknow, with twenty-
four years and then leading into the job at Ocdialen

You, to get it on tape, what job did yake after the Bureau?
As Assistant Director of Corporate Secur®gcidental Petroleum.

Okay.
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O’'Brien:
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O’'Brien:

Armand Hammer.
Armand Hammer.

He was not too impressed at the beginnirtg wie. “FBI, why do
we need an FBI guy/” And Charlie said to him, “Helay. We
can trust him.”

And | was a friend of his at the Bureau. And dtew | finally got
to know Hammer and did a few things for him, I, whdirst met
him, he was in the old Cedar Sinai Hospital dowmtamvL.A.
Called me one day. | said | would go down andrsee maybe to
get him his Wall Street Journal, get him his chat®milkshake.

And so one day | was in there and he said, “Yoovkanybody in
the phone company?” | said, “Yes, sir.” “Tell ‘drdon’t want
my phone calls to go through the operator. | veadirect line.
You understand?” “Yes, sir.”

So | got him his direct line. And, you know, wadhour contacts
at the phone company. The phone company saidatxeon.
They got him his direct line and that's what he tean

And so that was a plus in my favor. So | was abléo things like
that for him that | eventually gained his confidenc

And so when Charlie died, it was just naturallon to assume |
was going to take over, which | did. And he wassfiad and he
didn’t want anybody else as far as being Directond so as | say,
everything was fine.

After he passed away in 1990, | got along witle, Bnesident, who
became the Chairman. And he said, “Ed, you canastdong as
you want.” So | stayed six more years and thet, S8im seventy,
put in twenty-one years, twenty-four in the Burdauty-five is
enough.”

Yeah.

So, that was two very satisfying careersidAvell compensated.

Yeah. Finally, did you ever get to mde¢ Director or have any
dealings with him?
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O’'Brien:
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Birch:

Only in training school.
Yeah, Mr. Hoover.
Yeah.

Yeah.

Only in training school.

Yeah. What was his reputation back thten when you were in
training school?

He was the Director.

Yeah.

Like Hammer was the director.
Similar, huh?

Yeah. The same.

The same, huh?

Oh, yeah.

Yeah.

| told him, | said, “I have worked for tweepple in my life and you
are both the same.”

Yeah.

“One was J. Edgar Hoover and the other sririmand Hammer,”
and he laughed. But they were very demanding.y Yemanding,
as far as Hoover and the reputation of the FBIu Kisow. Don't
taint the reputation of the Bureau. That's alicheed about. |
think that's why the white shirts, the ties, anduknow, the
fedoras and the suits, very business-like. Youkriorget about
undercover work. Let somebody else do it.

| would say it would be the same thing with thenédes. | don't
think Hoover would ever accept it.
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O’Brien: Uh-huh.

Birch: He was not that type of guy. It was nottyise of Bureau.

O’Brien: And that was the standard at the time.

Birch: Right.

O’Brien: There were very few females in law enfaongat.

Birch: Right. So I think that probably it was tvay he operated, and
again, getting back to Hammer, you didn’t dare gdaithe
sixteenth floor, which is where his office was,hatit a coat on.

O’Brien: So he had a similar dress code type afghi

Birch: Right. Always look the part. But it wasetsame thing any time
you traveled. It was always first class. Nobodyhes staff ever
traveled other than first class.

O’Brien: And he lived to be over a hundred, corpect

Birch: No. He was ninety, ninety-two.

O’Brien: Ninety-two. Okay.

Birch: You got it. Tough old guy. But he was fair

O’Brien: Yeah. Well, thank you, Ed. Is there dnyt else you want to add
to this?

Birch: No. No.

O’Brien: Okay. | appreciate your time.
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