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Susan Wynkoop: Hi. Today is November 2, 2009, and this is Susan Wynkoop. Today
I’'m interviewing Tom Baker who was an Agent with the FBI from the
years of 1967 to 1998. He was a Clerk with the FBI prior to that and
we’ll get into those specifics; but was an Agent, | guess, about 31 years.

Thomas J. Baker: Correct.

Wynkoop: And we are speaking telephonically today. Tom is in Arlington,
Virginia. And | am going to first read in the Copyright Release form,
which states:

We, the undersigned, convey the rights to the intellectual content of our
interview, on this date, November 2, 2009, to the Society of Former
Special Agents of the FBI. This transfer is in exchange for the Society’s
efforts to preserve the historical legacy of the FBI and its members. We
understand that portions of this interview may be deleted for security
purposes. Unless otherwise restricted, we agree that acceptable sections
can be published on the Worldwide Web and the recordings transferred
to an established repository for preservation and research.

So, again, Tom, | welcome you today and thank you so much for your
time. How | wanted to start - Tom, as | said, very much was involved at
the Washington Field Office and in offices in Virginia. And | wanted,
Tom, for you to just start off with telling me a little bit about your
background and how you got interested in the FBI.

Baker: Okay. | was born and grew up in New York City. Two of my mother’s
brothers, who | looked up to, were both New York City Policemen. My
mother’s father, in fact, had been a policeman in the City of Brooklyn,
New York, before the turn of the last Century. So | was always
interested in law enforcement. | went to Fordham University and got a
bachelor’'s degree in Government. | was very anxious to get into the
Bureau.
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| entered the Bureau directly in New York City as a Clerk and was
fortunate to be assigned to the Photo Lab. They had a rather large photo
lab at that time; so | learned a particular skill and did some work that

was probably a little bit more interesting than the general file clerk type
work.

Exactly.

Working in the photo lab where the Agents would be coming in with
their work and occasionally even taking us out with them to particular
crime scenes.

Uhm-hmm.

In the fall of 1967, November, 1967, | went to the training school in
Quantico. | finished that at the very end of February, 1968; was
assigned to my first office in Jacksonville, Florida ...

Okay, Jacksonville

... In’68. | was there almost two years, in my first office. That was a
time when things were just changing. It was sort of the tail end of doing
away with segregation in the South and, what was later known as, the
Civil Rights Era. So we had a few civil rights investigations. But, for
the most part, | worked general criminal matters. After two years in
Jacksonville, | was transferred, as were several others at the time, to
Alexandria, Virginia, which had just been established as a separate field
office. | arrived in Alexandria in the summer of 1969.

Okay.

The office had been open only for a few months at that point, and was
staffed the by the original twelve, or so, Agents who had been in the
Resident Agency out of the Richmond Division. Plus another twelve or
twenty Agents, who had been transferred over from Washington Field
Office, were there.

To open up the office. | see.

To open up the office. Then a number of brand new second office
Agents, myself included, were sent there. The office was very busy
when we first got there. In addition to all the general criminal type work
and miscellaneous work, we had a lot of military reservations and we got
quite involved in crimes on government reservations.
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In those days there wasn't the prioritizatiloat later came into the
Bureau. So we were working a lot of really downtloa street level
crimes. | mean, simple assaults in the parkingiahe Pentagon; all
kinds of just real general crime.

Uhm-hmm.

We got overwhelmed because, in additionltihe general criminal
type work, we had a lot of background investigagidfor the first time,
we had the responsibility - in Northern Virginiéor applicant work.
Richard Nixon had just been elected President inelRtber '68. And so
in the spring and summer of ‘69, there were newoayges in the
government, as well as the Bureau applicant caSesverybody in the
office, 50 or 60 Agents before | left there, aldhita handle applicant
cases every week. Everybody did, in addition toryawn criminal
cases. This was because of this volume of applaases. When | say
applicant, I'm including the Special Inquiries abdpartmental
Applicants.

And | think you learn a lot by doing thosspecially you want to know
your way around Washington some and ...

You do, yes. You learn the geography.
Exactly.

In reflecting back on it, for the first crc®ond office Agent, it's also
good practice just talking to different types obpke.

Uhm-hmm.

You meet a lot of people when you're ounddbackground
investigations. There was a very heavy workloadgood experience.
We continue to get more agents transferred in, &terin '69, as the
applicant work started to slow down. Several iegéing things
happened. At this point do you want me to talk a@lloet Donna Sue
Oglesby murder?

| think that would be excellent. Yes. MHoccurred in '70, 1970.

Okay, you got me back on track there. Taajpened in the winter, |
guess in January, sometime in the first days aof 7Be office had been
opened about a year. The applicant work was statti die down. The
reason | mention about that dying down ... let mé $ay this one aside.
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What happened, and this is kind of an administeaing: I'm not
being critical of people in management; they del best they knew at
the time. But by the time we were getting the pedipat the SAC had
asked for earlier, to help with this tremendouskhaad that they had
back in the early spring of 1969. By the time tleepe got there, were
transferred and then moved in, the applicant waid $tarted to die
down.

Right.

We underwent our first inspection after wer@vopen just over a year.
So the inspection was, | believe, two or three ihemtiter the murder of
Donna Sue Oglesby. As several of us even salteatrhe(chuckle),
this is going to be an interesting inspection beeahe work had really
diminished. Sure enough they found the office avadiesd and they
transferred six people out.

Ultimately, | became one of those people. Thapgferred them all to
New York, with the exception of one guy, who thegnisferred to
Washington Field. Because by then we just didaitehthe work in
Alexandria that we had had a year earlier.

Exactly.

But that’s just the way things happenedywiay, the murder of Donna
Sue Oglesby ... | wouldn’t want this case to be ftigyo... | think you
have the full spelling of her name and everything.

Right. I'm just going to spell it intogltape. The last name is O-g-l-e-
s-b-y.

She was 18 years old. She was a relath@lyhire to the Bureau;
Donna Sue had graduated high school in Oklahomatjagrevious
June. She lived in a high-rise apartment in Aleken which still
exists. It's has three-tiers, and is right off Buktreet, overlooking the
Beltway.

Uhm-hmm.

She had two roommates; other girls her @ge.was from the same
town in Oklahoma as she was, and the other girlfrass Texas. I'll

tell you they were all, and | may come back to,thistoday’s standards,
they were quite innocent. | mean that in a vecgrand positive way.
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Two of them from Oklahoma, one from Texas) bf them were
Baptist, one was a Catholic. They were all vegryvgood girls.
There’s no other way to say it.

Uh-huh. Right. And they all three workied the Bureau?

Yes, as did dozens of people in this apartrioeilding. It was a high-
rise building. There were a lot of these young pesparing apartments.

Uhm-hmm.

What happened was, well, what happened heasvas murdered and
found in her apartment. She was found by anotlee&) employee.

She, unlike so many of them who wound up in tlentdication

Division working as new Fingerprint Clerks, DonnaeSOglesby wound
up being assigned to the Bureau Switchboard. Isdliays, the Bureau
Switchboard was manpower intensive. In that, it thasold, plug-in
place type switchboard.

Uhm-hmm. Right.

They had a row of operators and it was méwwenty-four hours a day.
There were various overlapping shifts. Donna Sgke€by, as | recall,
worked the shift noon to eight in the evening; ne an the afternoon to
nine in the evening. One of those two shifts. tAdse young people
depended on car pools. A car pool came to pickupethey waited
downstairs for her. That day, very unusual for, se was not ready for
the car pool to go to the Bureau. So, a young maonse name | don’t
recall, was sent up to get her, to go knock ordieer. He went up to
the tenth floor. He went up and he found her bddg.came down and
told everybody to call the police. The Alexandriai€ responded.

Later on, when we interviewed that young man, dwddn’t tell us
whether the door was locked; whether he turneditioe knob and went
in, or whether the door was open. He was in sustiate of shock. He’s
also a pretty innocent eighteen or nineteen-yeéhohself. Her body
was totally nude; and | saw all the photographis of laying spread,
spread out on the area rug, in the center of thearoShe had a number
of stab marks high up in her chest and a scissdngh turned out to be
her own sewing scissors ...

Uhm-hmm.
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... were left in her chest, just above thethea

Wow.

In the sternum, right down to the hilt. ksMeft in her.
Wow.

That is the murder weapon. So this kiKe In a state of shock and he
couldn’t tell us, when he was interviewed, whetbienot the door was
opened or not. We didn’'t have ... and this is onthefpoints | want to
make ... a lot of resources that are now routine dla’t have them
then.

Exactly.
We didn’t have hypnotism.
Right.

It never came up on anyone’s radar screégpaotize this young man
and find out whether the door was opened or closeldcked, or what.

Anyway, the Alexandria Police Department and tredd=Office got
along very well in those days and so immediatetySIAC, Jack
McDermott, who ... let me say this, was a very gaatler. | thought
[he] was a very good leader; a very good mana§eranything | say is
not in criticism of him, it's just the way thingsane.

Uh-huh.

He called a meeting; enlisted the wholeceffiWwe would have at the
beginning and end of every day for several daysetf@ward, a
meeting of all Agents; which | said, was about 46® of us. We all had
leads on this case. Everybody would report in whey had found,
what they hadn't, in front of everybody else; whisla very good
technique. So everybody knew what progress wasybeade.

Hoover was still alive, J. Edgar Hoover. He diegear or two later.

In '72, exactly.

Yes. So he was still alive and, apparemthgen they got the report from
the police, of course, they told the Bureau immiedlyathat this Bureau
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employee, had been murdered; and sent a memoimtoHioover sees
it, writes on the memo, Jack McDermott told us thighe all Agents
meeting ... that Hoover wrote on the memo, “Alexaadvill solve
this!”

Hmmm.

So he tells us “Hoover wrote on the mema¥@andria will solve this.”
Somebody in the All-Agents meeting, there, sayseliyWwhat does that
mean? Does he mean the Alexandria Police Depar?then

Oh wow.

“Or does he mean the Alexandria Field Offic&Vell, in the mentality
of the day, the answer was “well, nobody’s goingkband asking him.”
(Laughing)

Exactly. You're too afraid to go ask Hiwhat did you mean?” Right.

Right. So, anyway, Hoover said we'd sotveWell, the truth is ... now
here’s the positive side of this ... the resourceputanto this murder
case having extra Agents and, as | think | mentidoeyou earlier, fifty
Agents in these initial few days worked on it. thee went on, there
were a half dozen of us, maybe, and | was oneeashthwho worked the
leads on this for weeks and months, going forwaktk covered a lot of
leads and a lot of them shotgun type leads, tleaftbxandria Police
Department would never have attempted, nor ang@alepartment,
logically, because we were looking for the needléhe haystack.

Uhm-hmm.

We were going to pull the whole haystackrigjmefind the needle. So
that’'s what we did. Our assistance was in no veagmted by the police
and was welcomed by them. That’s a fact.

Which is great. Uh-huh.

The second fact is, there was a lieuternmret and | remember his
name, Lieutenant Lee ... and he was around for \atsthis ... he
was, in fact, a former Bureau Clerk. He had beEmgerprint Clerk at
the Bureau and left and became a policeman in Alda. He got
along very well at the office.

In the very first meeting, that first afternoon the field office, the
question was asked “Who is doing the crime sceaegssing?”
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Meaning “has the Alexandria Police Department heddf’ or will we
take it and involve the Bureau Lab?

Uhm-hmm.

The Lab is just across the river, just agtbg bridge. Jack McDermott,
the SAC, said, and he was a very strong, powetitdct personality...

Uh-huh.

He said, “No!” He said, “Lieutenant Lee Isasd that he handled
that”... “He processed the crime scene and we’rggootg to.” In other
words, the SAC was firm “we’re not going to go mdacontradict the
police or offend them in anyway.”

Right.

“Lieutenant Lee said he processed the csiceae. That's the answer.
That's it.” He cut off that discussion. Sometintles really dominant
leader shuts up input because he’s so strong.

Right.
That's a phenomenon I've seen again.
Uhm-hmm.

Anyway, we continued the investigation aftdraa day or two, | went
with another Agent, Jim Siano ... we're both new selcoffice Agents,
and we went with McDermott to the scene. Now letdigress,
McDermott, it was even obvious to me at the timeetdok a liking to
me and Jim Siano. This is what | did myself latsra manager. You
kind of take a liking to the newer or younger Agent now realize why;
because they'll do exactly what you tell them.

Right.

But also, they're enthusiastic; they’re rticdoe around.

Exactly. Uhm-hmm.

McDermott took a liking to me and Siano;hael the two of us go to the

crime scene with him, this was a day or two in® ¢hse. McDermott
wanted to see the crime scene. So we drove dhetapartment. Now,
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we had been out to the building there, but noherrbom itself, which
was the actual crime scene and was sealed.

| see.

Because the police had it all sealed o#fcdise we had already been
doing leads out there. Let me digress about thasledhe scope of
shotgun leads that we did, that the Agents workinghis case did was
phenomenal; we interviewed everybody in that boddi

Wow. That's great.

As | said, dozens of them were Bureau enga@sythese clerks living
there. We set up charts and other Agents ... | ddimall of this, other
Agents did, everybody’s working on it. They intiewed and accounted
for every male that went in and out of the buildiritis a big building,
fourteen stories tall, three wings, with a lotwfritover. There were
telephone company men in and out of there sevienaktthat day;
moving men, furniture movers in and out severaktrthat day; meter
readers. There were all these different men thiatecthere for various
reasons.

Uhm-hmm.
They were all located and interviewed.
Wow. Because there was like a doormankidyat track of all of this?

No, we went to the utility company; agenenito the phone company.
Agents went to all these companies and found owat ad gone to ...

Who went where.

It wasn’t that classy a building; there waasdoorman. But we went and
found all these people who had been there anddd¢hem, and we
interviewed them all. | don't think a police depaént would normally
go to that extreme an effort.

Exactly.

We just had the manpower. We did this estt.

Exactly.
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Baker: We went to all the neighboring jurisdicticared collected the names of
all the possible suspects; and located and inteadeall those people,
too.

So, back to the second day or so ... and here wea®#h eye-opener.
Siano and | go up and the tape’s on the doorinktive got the key
from the building manager or something. We taletépe off the door
and open the door to walk in the room with Jack Mebott, the SAC.

Wynkoop: Uhm-hmm.

Baker: The door opens. Now we see exactly whakitheaw, who found the
body, ‘cause it's a very small apartment.

Wynkoop: Uhm-hmm.

Baker: There’s the same rug, the edges of it uthagefurniture, around the
corners, the chair and the couch; and here’s tiggdaoking us right in
the face, just this big massive circle of red blaod yellow, like from
urine or other body fluids, just sitting right tlean front of us.

Wynkoop: Hhmm.
Baker: The whole crime scene!
Wynkoop: Right.

Baker: All around the room are ashtrays full ofacigjte butts and everything.
These girls didn’t smoke. This is from all the sapho ... and maybe
some of the Agents, too, had been in there thedag. And
McDermott, Siano, and | look at it, and McDermays, “Look at the
rug!? That's the rug she was on. It’s still thére!

Wynkoop: And it’s still there. That's amazing!

Baker: So, right on the spot, he tells us to rpltle rug; roll it, you know, in
on itself, so that the center part where the blmod maybe some hairs
or something are preserved and we go straighet®thieau. And he
calls from his car and tells the Lab we’re on oayw

Baker: And we drive it straight to the Lab and vem'd give it to anybody else
but this guy Tom Kelleher who, I think, later beaan Assistant
Director of the Lab. But, at that time, he wasadb [Examiner, in Hairs
and Fibers, and he took it directly from me anch8ieo shorten the
chain-of-evidence. They processed it there aFielab.
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Well, sure enough, McDermott when we saw the rbemvas
incredulous. McDermott even said to us there, “Wa#utenant Lee
said he processed this.” The whole room, all aglate door frames and
the door knobs, was full of the old black fingenpriusting powder.

Uhm-hmm.

What had happened was this: Lieutenant deehe Ident Section of the
Alexandria Police Department. And Lieutenant Leken he said he
processed the room, he just meant he dustedfinfyerprints. He

didn’t do anything else but dust for fingerprints.

Ohhh.

That’'s what his job was; that’s all it wdde had been just telling
McDermott that he processed it for fingerprintsaf$iwhat he meant.

Just sort of a miscommunication.

McDermott interpreted it that he had doreewinole crime scene
processing. Being a strong personality he wouldedr any
contradiction. So this, this evidence, who knows many people had
walked over it.

Ohhh!

When we looked around the apartment, beferéeft with the rug, there
was still food in the refrigerator and out on tloeieter; and cigarettes
around. | mean the whole crime scene was a mas&an, it just was
... and today, nothing like that would happen. Anywte lab found a
number of hairs, human hairs...on the rug. Whiamibig surprise.
I've been told that any place where people live yauwld find some
human hair.

Right.

But this is right where her blood was andbwy had been. So the
investigation went on. We went all over the regiBwery possible lead.
| remember, months later, there was this guy withilmprobable name
Dr. Pepper, just like the soda; Dr. Pepper whopsyhiatrist in Falls
Church, Virginia. He counseled sex offenders. Reafno had
committed sexual offenses were sent to him foragmer So we
interviewed Dr. Pepper and talked about some opédaple.
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Hmmm!

He wouldn’t tell us anything, but we got tis¢ of people who were
referred to Dr. Pepper, and we located these pedplthe process, the
Alexandria Field Office helped solved a number thieo crimes, rapes
and other things that were happening.

Wow!

There was one guy | interviewed, a screwegaung man, skinny, ugly
looking kid, maybe twenty-one or twenty-two. Heedmld women. |
mean, really old women! He’d sneak into housesstag in their attic
and then come down and rape them. He was arrastete had been
one of Dr. Pepper’s clients.

Uhm-hmm.

We just kept finding all these weird peoply wife tells me about it
years later, how I'd come home in that period anduld always be
telling her, “Lock the doors! Lock the doors!”

I'm sure.

Because there’s all these weirdoes out th®ceit was a real learning
experience, but ...

Well, when did you find out about ...
... what | took away from that was ...

... the other similar murders that were gamn in the area? When did
you find out?

That was only one of many things. Thereaweany, many leads; false
leads and real leads. There were a lot of otheders around the area;
and more than those couple right off the Beltwaat the recent
newspaper article mentions. There were people meniden the
Parkway. There were a lot of sexual crimes. T a lot of things
going on at the time. What we didn’t have thendigi’t have a
Behavioral Science Unit at Quantico.

Right.

It was created a couple of years later. die’'t have VICAP. There
was no way to link these crimes together. Therenwtaven the
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technology with latent searching. Even if Lieuteinlbee had gotten a
good latent, there was no way to search a sintggatiagainst the
Bureau Fingerprint Database, which you can do today

At that time, right.

But you couldn’t do that then. | realizexnjoist how much things have
changed for the better.

I got to know Donna Sue Oglesby’s two roommatest tvas a part of
how theleads in this matter were handled. Siano and éweach
informally assigned to one of these two girls; tilve roommates. We
were at times either chaperones or interviewerswad go back to
them for the follow-up interviews.

Uhm-hmm.

In interviewing them, you may find this haodbelieve today, we found
that these girls were so innocent. None of theetlaf them had ever
had sexual relations with a man. But, beyond thathad to ask them a
lot of questions. At one point, I'll never forgéis, because it's
something we just needed to ask to get it out ®fthy ‘cause it took
the autopsy people a long time before they tolthasshe had been
sexually assaulted. We all kind of assumed tBait they didn’t
confirm it for a long time. So one of the quessipjust to clear
everything up, and among the many questions thatsked these girls,
and it was just amazing, the one girl’s answet.td’hey were just so
innocent ... | said, “Did Donna ever do, or say, cfria any way to give
you an indication that she might be a lesbian?’d #ns girl looked at
me, eighteen years old, from Norman, Oklahoma,stiedsaid to me,
“What is a lesbian?”

That’'s what | thought you were going tg.s&ight. Yes.
| mean, it's just astounding.

Uhm-hmm. Well, where were they whensfas murdered? Were
they at work? Were they on different shifts?

They were at the Bureau! They were at wohey left at eight o’clock.

Uh-huh.
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Well, they had to be at work at eight; thefy at seven, or whatever.
They were both at work at the Bureau. The reabemas there is she
was on this late shift.

This other shift. Yes.

The two girls stayed at the Bureau only @pt® of weeks longer
because, in both cases, their parents had theragdohome, as you can
well understand.

Uhm-hmm.

When the lab told us they had found hairgherrug ... another thing |
found emotional, when | think about it, ... Siano anfbr these two
girls that we each were interviewing, doing follayw-interviews with
both of these girls ... was we had to get their fram their head for
elimination purposes.

Uhm-hmm. Right.

The Lab guy told us “cut some, but comb somte’ Some hair comes
out when you comb it. “Comb some out” becausettias the bottom
of it too, which is | believe is the follicle.

Uhm-hmm.

So we had to stand there and take hair &@ach of these girls, each of
us separately. | found that somewhat emotionakdtyirls were being
subject to everything and it was their roommate wias murdered, they
were victims of sorts. And, then they left! Argey never came back.
Wow.

... one went to Texas and one to Oklahomaadt just, it was just
awful. It was never solved and it's one of thdseds that you kind of
think about later. Here’s the FBI with all theisorirces.
| venture to say that if that happened today, ¢hae would be solved.
Because we have so much more capability.

The technology.

Yes.
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Yes, the technology and also we are allriglko each other. Police
departments are talking to each other today. Becae now know, we
all know, that most of these kinds of crimes areealby repeat
offenders. This was a very vicious crime. Donebgebody who's
probably did it before and gone on and did it again

Whereas, of course, with the Bureau investigaioiinis crime, a big
part of it focused on the other Bureau Clerks —asial who lived in the
building. One Agent, with a particularly stronggenality, was
assigned to one boy who was kind of sweet on Damadsone of her
roommates. But nothing ever went on with thens ffuung man just
liked them.

Uhm-hmm.
They actually exchanged Bibles. | mean,ashat kind of group.
Uhm-hmm.

They really focused on this one kid andrineaved him terribly hard
numerous times and had him crying. But he dida’ttcaind had nothing
to do with it. We all know now, or pretty much wdwonclude now,
that a crime like this was done by a repeat seffahder of some sort.

No other way around it, our investigatiorsveakind of failure. It was a
failure. But you can learn a lot from failures.

And was there a great deal of publicityhia Washington, DC, area, in
the Northern Virginia area, about these murders.

Not as much as you would think. | meamwasn’t hidden at all. But, as
we discovered, there was a lot of violent crimeloh’t know if it's the
same level today. We did general criminal work,gbead | was on in
Alexandria, we had a lot of murders. There wasrees then of people
murdered on the Parkway; men as well as womenreTlere rapes on
the Parkway and in the parking lots at the Pentagavorked on one
case; a young civilian girl was sexually assaudtedenderson Hall, the
headquarters of the Marine Corps. These were ddirée cases.

Hmmm.
There was a lot of violent crime. It waskof amazing. We had

Lorton then, the prison for the District of Colurabit was part of our
beat. Our squad worked all sorts of assaults irtkidieprison.
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Uhm-hmm.

There were murders happening inside thempasd assaults. We were
working those cases. We were like a police precihetas really quite
amazing.

It sounds it.

Yes. The Bureau has really changed sinae thethis particular area, it
was quite something. But that was the Donna Suesbyg murder case.
Ray Connolly, an Agent who spent most of his cafdexandria there,
may have been the Case Agent. But, as | saidgstthe kind of thing
that they had a lot of people working on the cagkthe SAC, Jack
McDermott, really running it.

But, again, it just shows you how, howhese changed. Which is just
amazing. And, and, again, that was probably, wt&Z0, '71, '72, you
were working with that?

That murder must have occurred in 70, eiarli970.  Yes, in
January 1970 that murder happened.

Okay. Uh-huh.

Yes, because, after the inspection cama,ithne spring of '70, | was
one of those transferred to New York. There wet®Bus transferred,
because the office was considered overstaffed.

Right.

So then I wound up in New York.

So you did go to New York? Okay.

Yes. Do you want to ask me anything moaglesby? Or, do you
want me to move on?

No. I think that's good for right now. Bitiis interesting, you know,
when you speak of the violent crimes that were gain in this period
of time and how you handled them. And, you kndis,just an
interesting to look at that.

Then | went to New York for three years.New York | was on an

Organized Crime Squad that was assigned one dfal@osa Nostra
families. | worked on organized crime for threange
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And then | guess you got back to thehtoAcademy? After New York?
Yes. After three years in New York thendnwto the Academy.

One of the things that happened in New Ybak's worth mentioning,
just for the record, is that | worked the LucchEaenily; [that] was the
family that our squad handled. | worked with a fwemof really good
Agents. In fact, the guy that was our Supervisatill alive, Guy
Berado, who ...

Right; I met Guy. Uh-huh.

... who was quite accomplished in organizés€matters. John
Connolly, the Agent who later got in trouble in Bwrs, was on our
squad.

Hmmm.

As was Artie Grubert. One day, two week®t@eChristmas, in 1972,
maybe a week before Christmas, we were out ... weé agrfrom the
office, John Connolly, Artie Grubert and me, andiés about noon
time. We were walking north on Lexington Avenuéen John
Connolly grabs the two of us and he said, “Thatiriek Salemme”
Francis Patrick Salemme was an LCN figure from Bostvho twenty
years later, became the head of the organized ¢amgy in New
England, after Raymond Patriarca was out of the. way

But Salemmavas then a fugitive. He was wanted for severalders
and there was intelligence that he was in the Newk ity area, but
that’s all it was.

Uh-huh. Now, you spell his last name g8ahe...

S-a-l-e-m-m-e.

Okay.

Some people pronounce it Sahlem and som8atagmee.

| see.

It's Francis. They call him Frankie Salemthe mob guys, but his true
name was Francis Patrick Salemme.
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He was a handsome man. His mother was IrisHfather was Italian.
But he was in La Cosa Nostra.

Uh-huh.

He had murdered. | don’t know how many tlheeu thinks he
murdered, maybe twenty plus people. He was agtualhted for
murdering, one or two in Boston at the time, savs an 10 Fugitive.

Uhm-hmm. Wow.

John Connolly, because he was from Bostamieti Salemme’tO in

his pocket. Whenever we’d go to ... we went to bdsMegames a lot,
because we worked a lot of bookmaking cases, meedar with him.

He always was looking for him. Sure enough, juslikimg up the street,
he spots him and says, “That’'s him!” We rushedrpopashed him up
against the wall. He didn’t have a firearm on hiBut had a screwdriver
in his pocket, believe it or not. He had perféeritification in the name
of another man.

Uhm-hmm.

All that day he denied his true identityndlly at the end of the day, just
when we were leaving him in the Federal House daébt@n, he admits
his identity and makes some other admissions. ®mths or so later |
had to go to testify in a case in Boston, an assask against him.
Because during our apprehension of him, he did ritzdse admissions,
however obliquely, right at the end of that day.

Well, that must have been exciting!

It was exciting and we were all commendedtfbecause we caught this
IO Fugitive ...

I'll say!

It's later, when John Connolly got in troeibhnd there were all these
series of internal investigations and then thesrical cases. Several
times, this has actually been written and I've altjuheard Bureau
officials say this, that the mob set up the aroéSalemmedo make
Connolly look good. Well, that's absurd on thedfad it because
Connolly was sitting in the office and it was Ar@ubert and | who
said to him, “C’'mon, let's go! Let’s go out.”

Uhm-hmm.
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He didn’t want to go. We had this thinguyoay or may not remember,
“posting” a case. John was posting his cases bémrgent on leave.

Uhm-hmm. Yeah.

Well, he was taking a week’s vacation tdg8oston for Christmas.
Artie Grubert and | both lived in New York. Oumidies were in New
York. John’s posting his cases. They'd just opeme@6th Street a
Bloomingdales ... the field office was on 69th Street

Uhm-hmm.

| hadn’t gotten my wife a Christmas gift wetd neither had either of
these two guys. So we said, “Let’s go up to Blawgdiles and get our
wives Christmas presents.”

(Chuckling)

We literally had to drag him out of the offj because he wants to stay
to post his cases. As we're walking up the stiteepots this guy.

Right.

So there’s no way in the world the mob cddse set that up. But, yet,
that’s the kind of stories and rumors that gottbete.

They came up with....that, that’s interegtin

That's probably off the subject. After thrgears in New York, | went
to Quantico. | had a Masters Degree in Police Mangent that | had
gotten while | was in New York, an MPA. So whee thcademy
expanded, the new Academy opened in the fall ofan2l | was
transferred and joined the faculty down there egpring of '73, in the
Management Science Unit, which later they callechddgement and
Leadership. Now they call it the Leadership Insgifut's the same thing.

| was there for almost five years, and then | wesrn there on the
Inspection Staff; and then from the Inspection {Stafent to be a Field
Supervisor in Mobile, Alabama. | was there abowd years. We
worked a lot of Public Corruption cases there.

Hmmm.
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Then from Mobile, Alabama, in 1979, the sgrof '79, | was
transferred to Washington Field as the ASAC in @haf the Criminal
Division. While | was there, as we had been talleagier, there was a
lot of activity with terrorism; there was the assination of the Shah’s
former ambassador to the United States, Ali Tabhafi&éen ultimately

Right.

... on March 30th, | think. 1 don’t know iby remember, March 30th.
It's March 30, 1981. I'm certain. President Reagas shot.

At that time, there were three ASACs in Washindteeld. Actually
there were only two at that moment as there wascancy for the
Administrative ASAC. So, at that moment, there were ASACs. The
other ASAC, Phil Parker, had Foreign Counteringelfice, and | had
Criminal. The SAC was out of town at the Annual $A@eeting. In
those days they would have it in out-of-the-waycpldike a retreat. So
Judge Webster, who was the Director, and our SAgewoth in
Williamsburg at an off-site, with all the other S8®n that particular
day.

Right. Okay. | was thinking you wererialso. But, of course, you
were not because you're an ASAC. Okay.

That'’s right.

So you were around.

But there was no SAC. That's, that's on¢hefpoints to this story.
Okay.

I'll jump ahead for a second. As the ledegeloped that day, we had a
lot of leads in Texas, in the Dallas Division, antbt of leads in Denver.
That's because that’'s where Hinckley came from,taatls where his
family was; and that’s where he had lived immedjabefore coming to
Washington ... to shoot the President. So the pemplée end of the
phone in those two places were the ASACs, GaryithenrDallas and
the ASAC in Denver. | knew both of these guys. Soall knew each
other, quite well. Which always helps.

Oh yes.
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Another thing that helped that | should n@ntvhich helped that day.
When President Reagan was inaugurated in Janud§8df, the Bureau
- Washington Field - got very involved in a progetivay with the
inauguration. | know they've gotten even far mioreolved in these
things now. But we did, at that time, at the fieftice level, we were
involved with the Washington Metropolitan Policedagtment and the
Secret Service in a lot of planning for the inaade@vents.

Uhm-hmm.

That was good because, as the Criminal ASA®@und up on a lot of
these committees. So | got to know my countergadty well. | had
often sat down at meetings with people in the S&deevice and in the
Washington Metropolitan Police Department.

And, as you said, that does help so musih knowing individuals.
That helps tremendously.
Yes.

Additionally, ironically, we had had sevena¢etings of the Inaugural
Committee, and of several sub-committees on sgdinat we attended,
at the Washington Hilton Hotel.

Oh, | see. Uh-huh.

Ultimately, I got to know ... this is befollgetassassination attempt ... |
got to know the general manager of the WashingtitoriHand their
head of security, a guy named Al Fury, who wadtieec Washington
Metropolitan Police Department detective from tigank Robbery
Squad.

Hmmm!

He had worked, in that same period whend walexandria, on Bank
Robberies and Violent Crime. So | knew these peapkady. That
becomes a positive later on in the story.

In any event, the day the President was shotsliwany Bureau car out
of the office because | had a meeting at Headgsantea whole
different subject - applicant matters - and | wessving the J. Edgar
Hoover Building, Bureau Headquarters ...

Uhm-hmm.
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... I just got out on the street in the cat hhad the commercial radio
on to a local radio station.

Right. Right.

| hear a news flash and they just say ti@Prresident’s just been shot in

front of the Hilton Hotel. Now that’s what | heas my car emerges
onto the street from the J. Edgar Hoover Building.

Wow.

| get on the FM radio to the Washingtondri@ffice base and | asked
them, you're supposed to be discreet in speakinfp@mnadio, “Which
Hilton is the incident at?” Well, | found out latié had literally just
happened because there were reporters right vatRtesident when this
happened.

Right.

The field office, nobody knew about it yet.

Uh-hmm.

| get on the radio and say “which Hiltorthe incident at” because
there’s the big Washington Hilton just off ConneatiAvenue, at
Connecticut and Florida Avenue. There’s anotheadéy big Hilton,
the Capital Hilton, that's on K Street and 16thnd&hey’re both very
big prominent hotels in Washington.

Uhm-hmm.

So | said “which Hilton is the incident atavas called Number Three.
They said, “What are you talking about Number TRAfeésaid, “The
big incident - Which Hilton is it at?” And theyigda“What incident?”
Right.

| finally just say, “The President’s beewtsbutside the Hilton Hotel!”
And meanwhile, both Hiltons are north of where |, &m I’'m heading in

the right direction anyway.

Uhm-hmm.
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Went over to Connecticut and then northindlly hear it that it's the
Washington Hilton. |1 don’t know if | heard it onglttommercial radio or
they told me. But | get there. But lo and behdld,the first FBI

person on the scene!

Wow!

Which I didn’'t expect at all. | don’t knomhat | thought, that | would
get there and there’d be like twenty Agents andula start telling them
what to do. I'm the first one there! (Laughing)

Because | had been at all these other meetingSehret Service and
the MPD knew me. We had worked together, otherngits, actually a
murder of a diplomat.

Lieutenant Wilson of the Homicide Squadh&f MPD, came straight up
to me; he’s their main man on any shooting. H&saaly there. He
knows who | am and he comes straight at me as étting out of my
car. | parked the car in the middle of the stfemtise the street’s
already crowded.

Uhm-hmm.

The Marine Corps helicopters are just alibeebuildings with their
rotors going and they stay there for about ten tesumaking a hell of a
lot of noise ...

Right. Tom, I'm gonna just pause realc§lyi to flip this over. | don't
want to miss anything.

Okay.

Now, now you’re on. I’'m sorry.

Lieutenant Wilson has the pistol that thayenhjust taken from Hinckley
in a glassine envelope and he tries to hand ite¢o hsaid, “No. Hold
on.” “Now, the lab’s going to come here, giveight to the FBI Lab.”
Because in the five minutes while | was drivingnfr@ureau
Headquarters up to the Washington Hilton, | hachkmeradio already
telling people and they had already notified the la

Uhm-hmm.
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| knew the lab was going to send a crim@esdrick up there, which
they did. But that’s the kind of situation thatitially, 1 walked into.
That they're trying to hand me a ...

A major piece of evidence.
Yes! | said, “No, you hold it.” to shortére chain of custody.
Exactly.

Give it right to the lab truck. Now, thes&l couple of things | want to
mention to you about this case. I'll just talk abthe assassination.
Because there’s a couple of interesting pointsritegto make about
this major event. As I'm going up there, in my chimhrealize this is a
big deal. (Laughing)

Well, | was thinking, and people must loeng crazy. And the streets
must be crazy.

Exactly.
And everything must just be crazy. | wbtHink.

As | said, | left my car literally in the dule of the street because the
streets all blocked. They had a whole bunch ofidarizes there.

Right.

The helicopters are above the street. Bt Wm also thinking of is
when | was in training school and in my early yearthe Bureau. We
were all told about the assassination of Presidenhedy, and how the
Bureau and the Secret Service got in some displiteshinking, this is
our job now, the investigation. There’s been aotihg. I'm
anticipating in the back of my mind that there nbayan ugly scene
here...

Uhm-hmm. Right.

... a dispute. Well, far from it. When | dbere the police were
running up to me the minute they spotted me. M@yt to hand me the
weapon. The Secret Service SAC is already theranmediately says
to me, “You're taking charge of the investigatiaman” | mean, that's
his opening words to me.

Wow! That's great.
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There was no fighting. Everybody’s jusbiling this right at me, at the
FBI. So, as Agents started to show up, | wouleédghem assignments.
What | did, I used the Criminal squad supervisdrey were herding
the witnesses into an auditorium, from which Redgaah just been
leaving. He had been talking to a labor union gro§8o | had Pete
Marcoline, a Supervisor, go in there and take higsg“You start
interviewing the witnesses in there.” There wasther Agent, Glen
Tuttle, | asked him to stay with me and write daalirthe instructions,

to be my scribe. | realized that it was very impattto record what was
happening.

Uhm-hmm. Very much so.

| said, “Write down all the assignmentsvegi Because we’re just
standing in the street. He started doing thatsaaged with me the
whole day, which was very valuable.

Another one of the Supervisors, Dan Sullivan)d tam go to the GW
hospital where Reagan had first been taken, areldeaér the
investigation there. There were two Agents, noteé®upors, from the
Bank Robbery Squad, who were by reputation, vepdgoterviewers.

| told them to go down to the Homicide Divisiontbé MPD,
Lieutenant Wilson’s office, because that’'s wher iblice told me they
had taken, John Hinckley, the would-be assassin.

Uhm-hmm.

To go and attempt to interview him there. 'S giving out all these
assignments. But then people from the White Haosee to the Hilton.
People from the press come. It got very congesteglquickly. Well,
fortunately, the general manager and the diredtsecurity of the

Hilton are there. Al Fury comes up to me, “Tom¢’ $rid, “I can give
you a room right off here, right on the same léviélas off a garden-
like area. They gave us a suite of rooms and imatelyi he knew just
what was needed. They came in there with flip tshatarted running in
extra telephones because there were no cell pltbees

Exactly.
Everything was hard line.

Right.

25



Thomas J. Baker
November 2, 2009

Page 26

Baker:

Wynkoop:

Baker:

Wynkoop:

Baker:

Wynkoop:

Baker:

Wynkoop:

Baker:

Wynkoop:

Baker:

We set up a model command post. We weeetaldo that, I'm very
happy to say, because we already had the relatpnshonly with the
Secret Service and the police, but with the gemaeadager of the hotel
and the director of security of the hotel. Thegwkrwho we were. They
knew who | was.

Which is great.

Had we not had that relationship, had | keere and they didn’t know
my face, I'd be walking around this crowd, tuggomgpeople’s sleeves,
“please listen to me” and “Hey, I'm from the FBI.”

Exactly.

It is what I've always thought. | alwayd télat story to people. It's so
important to get out of the office. SACs, even &ujsors, who don’t
get out and meet the people in the community, tleayiissing out on a
lot. Because it can really pay off.

Exactly. You're so right.

We set up a command post and then Al Fuey eet up a separate room
across the hall where the extra Agents and copsl t@ung out, who
didn’t have an assignment, and to keep them frowdihg the
command post. We were using the correct commantgposedure.
The Hilton people had coffee urns and brought mdsaches and
donuts, and had it all set up in this separatenbatby, room. So that
kept the extra people out of the command post.

Throughout the day we’d have periodic meetings.nAtk a Section
Chief from the Lab, Deputy Chief and Captains friivia MPD; a high
ranking Secret Service guy ...

Uh-huh.

And we’d periodically have meetings. | lrgen lines, to Denver, to
Dallas, to WFO, as we figured out who this guy wad what was going
on. Meanwhile, the SACs are all in Williamsburgtiwihe Director.

Right.
So the Director and the SACs finally alkista come back, but it isn’t
like it is today where these kinds of executivegehgts. Today the

Bureau has planes and helicopters. Then we weadendevith a four or
five hour automobile ride. (Laughing)
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Right.

So we were left on our own to do this andamynterpart, the other
ASAC, he set up a command post in the field offidée were talking
back and forth to each other. | was in this fodvawmmand post, at the
crime scene, almost the whole day.

Uhm-hmm.

Then this mutual friend of ours, Tom Bustevd up the affidavit for a
search warrant of Hinckley's room. | guess it wa®e or ten at night,
when they got to execute that warrant. That's wiherally left the
Hilton area and we rendezvous’d at Hinckley’'s hatith Tom Bush and
the search team. We had found out, from the ingastin of these other
Agents who had interviewed Hinckley, where he wagisg.

Now, what was his identification on himi?as it John Hinckley
identification?

Yes. He never had a phony name.

Okay.

| think he was registered in the hotel ragmder his name. When we
got in the room, he had laid out on the desk,rasdll, a map of where
he was going. There was an article on the deskisigovhere the
President was going to be that day - | think they monceal the
President’s itinerary until after the fact - and thhole letter of
statement that he was doing this to impress JaubéeF.

Right.

A twisted mind.

And | had forgotten how much of ...

It was the Park Central Hotel, which is véhee had been staying.
Okay.

Tom Bush drew up the affidavit for the sear@arrant. Then he got the
warrant over to the hotel site. A team of us werand did the search of

the room and found all this stuff. Then the stamg anotive just started
to unfold from there.
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Frank Waikart was chosen as the case agent. Teth&avas the SAC
and by that evening he had come on the scene.ntHeagreed that
Frank Waikart should be the case agent. Frank \kaias a guy who
had been a Supervisor previously and was thenegtSagent again; and
later he became a Supervisor again. He was agumde. He’s a very
polished and bright guy.

Something | was thinking about as | went backtodffice that night.
We stayed there very late that night and the SA€ bveeck. | started to
think, well, somebody’s going to have to intervidwe President.
Uhm-hmm.

In my mind, | thought, “well, that can’t bee and it shouldn’t be the
SAC either.” We had to keep this on a very businegel. The best
thing is to have one of the regular working Ageantsrview the
President. Frankly, | was afraid the SAC wouldidete should
interview the President.

Uhm-hmm.

| just didn’t think that would be appropaatl didn’t think | should
either. Well, it turns out, that was one of thegfs we discussed, and
we both felt the same way about it; had a meetfrigeominds.

Yes. We decided it that very night althotiggy didn’t get to do it for
about two days. But | think it was that very nigle decided it. It was
to be two of my Supervisors: John Pavlanski andifRbMontgomery.
Okay.

And Montgomery later became an SAC.

Well, | was going to say, | know Robin Mgomery who now is the
police chief.

That's him!
He’s wonderful.
He had worked for some corporation. Nowvslaepolice chief.

Yes.
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Yes. Well, that's the guy!
He’s great.

Robin Montgomery and the other guy was Jedwlanski. Robin
Montgomery had a Criminal Squad; Pavlanski hadiami@al Squad
that did Accounting and Fraud matters. They weté Swupervisors,
GS-14s. But they both had been combat veteranshvlam not.

Exactly. In Vietham.

They both had been shot. They both had affgunshot wounds.
Yes, | do. Montgomery, he’s very decadate

Yes. Pavlanski was in the Army; Montgomegsvin the Marine Corps.
Uhm-hmm.

They both had been wounded by gunshot. &thaught they'd be two
good guys to interview the President. That theydempathize ...

Uhm-hmm.

.... have that empathy with him. They dichey interviewed the
President. | forget the sequence, whether it wasdays or a day later,
but they interviewed him. By then the Presidens weWalter Reed or
Bethesda. They told us that President Reagan ahtlitat he doesn’t
know what happened. He said it all happened gok@shad made all
these jokes on TV to make the whole country feeldydut he did not
remember.

Uhm-hmm.

He said he didn’'t know what the hell happkenk just all happened so
fast. Then after that was all over, Director Wehsivanted to visit the
President. He went to see him like a day laternathe interview was
over because we didn’t want to taint any eviden& wanted this
investigation to go meticulously well.

We remembered stories about the Kennedy assaesinéhere are all
these allegations later; something wasn’t handigt end it would lead
to all these wild theories or stories.

Right.
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We wanted everything done right.

Uhm-hmm. Which is smart.

So Webster did hold back for a couple ofsdagut then before Reagan
was released from the hospital, Webster went tdReagan and he gave
him a replica of the bullet that they had takenafutim; the bullet that
had lodged right near his heart.

That's what | read.

They took that bullet and the lab made &aapThey created a cube of
clear plastic with a bullet in the middle. It waistiie real bullet, it was a
replica.

Right.

It was Webster's idea to give this to Reagma gift, which he did.
Hmmm!

Which, you know, some people thought it siflg and others thought it
was appropriate. | don’t know what to think. Peogb what they think

is appropriate at the moment.

Right. And | wonder what did, how did Vié&dr, | mean, I'm sorry, did
Reagan like it? Or who knows.

Apparently! You know, the feedback we gakvall positive.

Hmmm!

The lessons from this event are to knowptaple in your community
and training. We had, all the ASACs, gone throtrgining about
command post procedures. It all worked out well.

Which is good.

It worked very well.

Well, it sounds like. As | said, you knomcan’t even imagine all of
the, all of what was going on at the time. As gaid, there’'s

helicopters overhead; other people have been #teytre like laying on
the sidewalk bleeding. And you're trying to getk®there. And Secret
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Service, I've seen videos of the assassinatiomatte | mean, there was
a lot of stuff going on.

Yes. And there’s always the dual probléife, in the command post,
moved the extra people to another room. That wasl.g There’s
always the dual problem that you're trying to getiyleads out and
information back in. At the same time, you're gejtbanged, pinged at,
in our case, by Bureau Headquarters. They’rengaliip and asking for
updates on everything and you're trying to do yibumg; get the
investigation, get the leads out and they're cgliou ... and everybody
wants to talk to whoever’s in charge.

Exactly.

They don’t want to talk to the second-in-coamd. | think there’s been
some discipline introduced in procedures now wipexaple realize you
have to isolate. You see the way the SIOC works, iyow have to
isolate different people. You can't be constabityhering them.

But we had the dual problem then of being pingednd it wasn’t just
the Bureau Headquarters because people, all kinosople pinging at
you. We had the White House calling. We had, airse, the Vice
President, if you remember, was somewhere eldeimorld.

Right. Alexander Haig made his statemkeat he was in charge until the
Vice President got back.

It really was handled very well; our invgstion. In fact, | hold it up. |
say it was a model of how to do these things. &hesre a few little
snafus, which | don’t think are recorded anywhetei¢kling).

First with the President ... there is the footbaith the atomic codes.
Hmmm.

There was a military officer who had thetbadl. It's like a big
briefcase with the commands for the nuclear weapbms officer,
followed behind the President wherever he wentt iBurns out that
the people in the hospital, the doctors and theesjrcut the clothes off
the President and stripped him right down. Asd,sane Supervisor,
and several Agents followed behind him, went inWyY Gospital and
tried to recover everything they could ... his clathibecause it could
all potentially be evidence.

Uhm-hmm.
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They recovered [it]. We sat in the offibe hext day and looked at this
thing and then we found out, we were told whataswa card, c-a-r-d.

Uhm-hmm.

It looked basically like a credit card orA&RM card. It had some
punched through holes in it. Anyway, the only parssho can have this
card is the President...it's the authentication dardhe codes. There is
a military officer [who] follows the President amaiwith this thing they
call the football. But it is this authenticatiorrddhat the President can
slip into the “football” that really authorizes thise of the nukes.
Uhm-hmm.

But only the President has it... and he hadhis pocket, President
Reagan ...

Uh-huh.

This card, which, when put it into this dmyitells the device, and
command and control down the road for the nuclesapens, that this is
the President!

Uhm-hmm.

Our Agent picked that up off the floor indsge Washington Hospital.

Wow! That card?

It wound up in Washington Field. Gardned &sat there and looked at
it and passed it between us. Then we found out Wwias (laughing).

Oh my goodness.

So we recovered that; which is a very gt

Hmmm! That's amazing.

Yes. Another thing, which got a little d@tfilt, involved his gold
cufflinks. The President had been wearing goldlicl$, which had a
symbol on each of the cufflinks. It wasn’t jushgily the Presidential
Seal. I mean, it wasn’t anything as simple as thalon’t know if it was

buffaloes or horses; a set of gold cufflinks, gald, that President
Reagan had been wearing.

32



Thomas J. Baker
November 2, 2009
Page 33

Wynkoop: Uhm-hmm.

Baker: When they cut off his shirt, of course, tiieyto the floor. Well, this
one Supervisor recovered the one cufflink but theyer found the
second cufflink. That became an issue later. $oagon his staff
raised hell about it and what became of it. Theyast tried to imply
that somebody was taking souvenirs.

Wynkoop: Uh-huh.

Baker: But | viewed it quite the opposite, is thet were lucky that we found,
recovered the one that we did find.

Wynkoop: Right. But it is interesting. You wongdgou know, where the other one
went. Gosh knows where it went. That's interegti®o you were
involved in that for months and months? Or theeCagent just sort of
took it all over, | would suppose.

Baker: Yes. The Case Agent did. For several dagetwas a series of
meetings that we had in the field office and theCSH Secret Service
came over. Because they started to run a paraltektigation
afterwards, while our position was “this is ourswib They said that
they were running it to see where their procedhegsgone wrong.
Chuck Ruff was the U.S. Attorney in the District@blumbia then. He
was very competent and very much involved.

And then, of course, ultimately they decided tHatckley was insane
and he was committed to Saint Elizabeth’s Hospltaén there was the
follow-up.

There was an incident, at Hinckley’s parents’ hpha®n’t know if it
was in Denver or in Dallas. There was a problenm wite of the Secret
Service Agents who went in there and took familgtynies from inside
the home. He then slipped them to a press confdwtre we go again!
How did pictures from Hinckley’s earlier life get the news?

Wynkoop: Uhm-hmm.

Baker: We all sweated that one. It turned out $h&ecret Service Agent had
picked them up when he was in Hinckley’s parentshk. There is
always some of these ugly things around the fririgjet the day of that
shooting, that thing was handled very, very wéllwas because
everybody knew each other, the police, the Se@eti&, the people at
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the Hilton hotel. We all knew one another and tieatly made things
go very smooth.

Were you in charge of press releaseshinds of that sort? Or who
was talking with the, like the public? Or, you knorV stations?

Well, at the Bureau there’s Public Affairelaghere was a Press
spokesman at the Washington Field Office; who wer Igot involved
and became a buffer for us.

Okay.

Initially, 1 spoke to the press on the scenand the message ... on the
way driving up there, | was thinking about the naggsthat | wanted to
deliver: “The FBI is here”...The FBI is investigatitige case.” In the
newspapers, at the time, that is what I’'m quotesgeg right at the
scene. | wanted to get that message out. Thatheasnly message |
wanted to get out and, other than that, we didettigvolved with the
press at the scene. | never got into any deepaiigletith any press
contactat the scene.

| see.

But that was sort of an on-the-sidewalkghihhad thought about that
in the car driving to the scene; that's what | vea@hto say and | was
going to limit myself to that factual statement.

Because, again, just, you know, when yainktabout the effect of this
whole day on the Washington, DC, area and, thezetbe United
States; because it’s their President. You knaWwink, initially, they
didn’t realize how badly he was wounded and, yoatwatry and calm
down the Nation because we’ve been through thigrbef

We wanted at the outset to handle the eegleght and handle the
investigation right. Now everybody knows that Hitegkwas a nut. But
that first hour or so, we didn’t know that at all.

Uhm-hmm.

We just knew somebody tried to kill the Rtest. We didn’t know if

this was a conspiracy; if they were going to trghmot other officials.
Initially, you don’t know what you have.
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You're so right. You didn’t know for arlg time that day. So you are
trying to, just find out so much as to where he bhaen and, you know,
just so much about him so quickly.

Yes. We actually found out early on thisabie twist, that this sick
person, Hinckley, was doing this to impress Jodistér, who was a
movie star. She had appeared in movies as a eenygywomaniaxi
Driver, and those kinds of things. Then, she was at iviatellege.

Right. Right.

She’s a college student at this very tirBe.Agents from the New
Haven office went to Yale and interviewed Jodietéoand her
roommates. All of whom, it turns out, had beentaoted by Hinckley.

Uhm-hmm.

He had made contact with them! | mean muachee, you know, days or
weeks or months prior to this shooting.

Right.

Then we get from the New Haven office, weenge couple of days into
the investigation by the time we got it, a tapd tlalie Foster made of
this guy calling her. She made it because this Huygkley, was calling
her so much and bothering her.

Uhm-hmm.

She was living in a dorm with other collegds, her room mates. |
remember sitting there listening to this tape and lyear her voice on it,
when he calls her. You hear her saying to him,u"sbouldn’t be
calling me. You shouldn’t be calling me like this®nd he’s saying,
“Well, | need” and “I want this and that”. And sk&aying, “You really
shouldn’t call me here. You shouldn’t do this. uyghouldn’t bother me
here.” But she stays on the phone with him, tglkohim in this way.

Hmmm. That's amazing.

I’'m just sitting there, with whoever broughin, listening to the tape at
the time, just yelling at the tape ...at the maclplaging on the desk,
“Hang up! Hang up!”

Exactly.
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Because this is what we tell our daughtéos. don’t stay on the phone
with this kind of guy. You hang up!

Oh, | know it.

But she’s on the phone with him, so reaskenadlking to him.

That's amazing.

But she knew enough to make a recording of i

Yes. And maybe she was trying to stayhenline thinking that if she
hung up it might irritate him more. You know, yjust don’t know
what they were thinking. | didn’t realize how nhuidinckley got from
theTaxi Driver movie. How so much of this played into scenemfro
that movie and the assassination attempts thegot somewhat
convoluted, | would have to agree ... with the whsidene. But | think,
again, and I'm sure your quick reactions in manggire whole
investigation, I'm sure did enable the Nation andsihington to calm
down and see that things were being handled atdhéhaas gotten to
the hospital so quickly. Which was great.

So that’s where that is.

Okay. Well, why don’t we end this for &od

Yes.

Well, I'll say a few words; I'm going taitn this tape off at this time,
but | thank you again. And I’'m going to stop thisthis moment.

Okay.

Thank you.
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